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GOOD SHEPHERD INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
VISION STATEMENT

Good Shepherd International School, in its pursuit of a holistic 
education, envisages inspiring and fostering a community of 
caring, progressive, lifelong learners to embrace and celebrate 
all Creation.

MISSION STATEMENT AND DESCRIPTORS

Good Shepherd International School endeavours to prepare 
each student for academic, social and personal success by 
creating a community of empowered and diverse learners 
striving to be globally-minded citizens in an atmosphere of 
mutual respect, understanding and trust.

GSIS is an International School by:
• maintaining a global perspective in an Asian context wherein 

it is situated
• embracing a diversity of cultures represented by its staff and 

students
• being sensitive and accepting of all cultures
• upholding a secular perspective within the School 

community
• offering national and international curriculums

Academic Success at GSIS is:
• acquisition of academic skills
• training to apply knowledge to real-life situations
• provision of qualified staff to ensure quality education
• being in a residential set-up that facilitates holistic academic 

growth and development
• benchmarked results and learning outcomes on global 

standards
• entry into leading colleges / universities in the country and 

worldwide

Social Success at GSIS is:
• development of a strong identity and self worth; ability to 

relate, connect and communicate effectively with others
• cultural sensitivity and acceptance
• valuing justice and fairness in social living
• being service-oriented unconditionally
• having an acceptable level of decorum

Personal Success at GSIS is:
• being a lifelong learner equipped with a keen spirit of inquiry
• developing a value-based and ethical outlook on life
• imbibing cognitive and behavioral skills to take on the world
• acquiring a sense of purpose and being goal-oriented
• possessing a sense of equanimity and ability to balance 

reason and emotion
• having acceptable standards of deportment
• having a spiritual-rootedness within a secular context

Community Life at GSIS means:
• staff and students living in a multi-cultural ambience / 

context
• having a sense of being in a ‘family’
• developing a sense of belonging and togetherness in all we 

do
• allowing for personal space within a structured environment
• experiencing the joy / art of living – joie de vivre

Empowered Learners at GSIS:
• take responsibility and are accountable for their learning
• value and enjoy the process of learning as much as the 

outcome
• share and transmit knowledge
• develop initiative and leadership skills

Diverse Learners at GSIS:
• acquire holistic learning and development through a wide 

variety of academic / extra-curricular activities
• have varied curricular options to choose from, catering to 

their diverse needs and backgrounds
• are recognized and accepted for their multiple ability levels 

and learning styles
• learn from each other in the diverse community they live in, 

learn and work in

Globally-minded Citizens at GSIS:
• value the human spirit beyond the constraints of cultural 

boundaries
• develop awareness and sensitivity to global issues 

encompassing all aspects of life
• understand the impact of their thoughts and actions on the 

world at large
• think globally and act locally

Mutual Respect at GSIS means:
• upholding the sanctity of teacher-student roles
• appreciating and accepting individuality and diversity
• safeguarding and promoting the values and ethos of the 

institution
• preserving and maintaining the environment we live and 

work in

Understanding and Trust at GSIS means:
• Truth / Trust / Triumph (our school motto)
• caring for individual needs even as we live in the community
• belief in the goodness of the individual and the human race
• developing empathy and rapport amongst members of the 

community
• being active listeners and critical thinkers before being 

judgemental
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OBJECTIVES

1. VALUE EDUCATION :
 To create a climate that encourages freedom of thought while inculcating the savor of self-discipline, punctuality, fair play 

and industry.

2. HOME AWAY FROM HOME :
 To actualize a ‘home away from home’ atmosphere where a right proportion of care and control is administered catering 

to the emotional and intellectual needs of a child.

3. ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE :
 To nurture heuristic, lifelong learners and who excel in conventional academic demands; explore and discover the 

interconnectivity of disciplines and grow into active generators of knowledge.

4. CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES :
 To ensure that ALL students gain experience, and appreciate ALL the creative and performing arts thereby promoting the 

acquisition of team spirit and development of individual skills needed for a holistic growth.

5. TEACHING STRATEGY :
 To practise tailored teaching strategies incorporating the latest technology to facilitate the diverse learning styles and 

intelligence quotients of the student.

6. COMMUNITY SERVICE :
 To disseminate awareness of environmental concerns and humanitarian issues and kindle a sense of responsibility towards 

the amelioration of the needy by working with charitable organizations.

7. TECHNOLOGY :
 To allow opportunities for a guided, constructive and age-appropriate use of technology and other resources within and 

throughout the academic programme.

8. INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION :
 To discover the latent potential in each child through individual attention and providing them with opportunities to hone 

their full potential.

9. COUNSELLING :
 To monitor a complementary growth of social, cognitive and spiritual facets of a child and aid in making life fulfilling career 

choices.

10. MULTICULTURAL :
 To foster respect for and tolerance of other cultures and creeds by creating a multicultural and secular ambience.

11. TO GROW FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH :
 To conduct periodic review of all programmes and procedures to ensure consistency and continuous improvement in line 

with the ideals espoused in the Mission Statement and the Motto of the school.

INTERNATIONALISM

GSIS fosters an ethically and culturally diverse learning environment wherein students transcend barriers through communication 
and mutual understanding which inspires them not only to become courageous leaders but also responsible citizens in the 
service of local and global communities.
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THE SHEPHERDIAN 2017
From the Editors’ Desk...

“Perseverance is a great element of success. If you only knock long enough and loud enough at the 
gate, you are sure to wake up somebody.”          – Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
 
Life is a series of struggles and shortcomings, but nothing is as beautiful as when it is tested by fire. 
Silver is tried in the furnace of earth and purified seven times, much more than the gold, thus it is more 
refined and revered to be used for the purposes to serve God. Often pressing times come to impede 
our success and we count our frailties rather than our strengths, feeling lost. But the arduous paths 
of hard work and perseverance always bear sweet fruit. When we look at others’ successes we give the 
credit to Fate. But Fate favours anyone who strives to seek the goal. 

Peter, once seeing Jesus walking on the waters, wanted to walk on waters too. As long as he had his eyes 
on Jesus, he was able to walk but the moment he saw the sea raging beside him, he started to sink. In 
the vibrating life around us, too, we see the discouraging circumstances and the failing instances, which 
deter us from marching towards our goal. 

But have we ever asked the question, ‘if one can do it, why can’t I?’ Success is sweet when won the 
hard way.  India’s Mariyappan Thangavelu, hailing from Tamil Nadu, without a major part of his right 
limb won a gold medal in the Rio Paralympics. The same is the determination we find in the first Indian 
woman athlete, who took part in Paralympics. Deepa Malik has turned adversity into success and won 
a silver medal in shot put at Rio Paralympics 2016. She has already won 58 National gold medals and 17 
International medals for various sports including swimming, javelin throw and shot put. A spinal tumour 
left her paraplegic and the world announced that she could never walk. So she decided to swim instead!

The goal is forever fleeing away from us; once we reach the goal we will find it further away the next 
time. So stretching for the goal is a never-ending task for us. Thus Tagore had penned his dream for 
his country: “Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection.” Some may seek an 
easy way to success but the world does not have one. “There is no elevator to success. You have to 
take the stairs.” 

An exquisite piece of pottery, cherished by the owner and marvelled at by the guests, was not a day’s 
work.  The lump of clay was pounded and patted and rolled. The cry of the clay was not heard by the 
potter; but he put that lump on the wheel. He spun it, poked it and moulded it. That was not enough! It 
had to be burnt and once it got cooled, it was beautifully painted. The clay thought to itself ‘That was 
it!’ But the master only nodded and said quietly, ‘Not yet!’ Then he put it in the fire once again and this 
time the fire was twice as hot. The clay pleaded and screamed and cried but to no avail. Then it was time 
to cool down again. Now the clay looked at itself in a mirror. It was bewitching! 

Our journey of life is not about getting things on a platter but it is about working towards it. Sometimes 
we blame the Almighty for making our lives so difficult to bear. On the contrary we should thank Him 
for making it so. Only the trials can harden us and our perseverance will win us the crown.

“Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will 
receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.”  - James 1: 12
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The Good Shepherd Family

Academic Staff -  Palada Campus

Academic & Co-curricular Staff - Fernhill Campus
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Co-curricular Staff - Palada Campus

Administrative Staff & Dorm Parents - Palada Campus
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Administrative Staff & Dorm Parents -  Fernhill Campus

The Prefects’ Council - Palada Campus
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Prefects - Fernhill Campus

Electricians & Support Staff in Palada campus
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Cooks & Bakers - Palada Campus

Mechanics & Drivers - Palada Campus
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Drivers, Electricians, Gardeners, Kennel Assistants & Groundsmen - Fernhill Campus

ETP Helpers, Gardeners & Groundsmen - Palada Campus
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Cooks, Helpers in kitchen, washing area & dining hall - Fernhill Campus 

Dorm Nurses in Palada Campus
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Dorm Nurses in Fernhill Campus

Helpers in kitchen, washing area & dining hall - Palada Campus 
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Classroom & Outdoor cleaners - Palada Campus

Classroom & outdoor cleaners - Fernhill Campus
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Mr Murali Rambha, a 2011 batch IPS officer, is the 
Superintendent of Police of the Nilgiris District. 
He encouraged and motivated GSIS to adopt three 
tribal hamlets in the Nilgiris district. He has a keen 
sense to serve the society and implement correct 
measures and practices towards a very progressive 
civil community. He has been specially commended 
by the state government for his proactive, positive 
outlook and initiatives. 

He was the Chief Guest of the 14th Annual Inter 
School Athletic Festival held at the Palada Campus 
of Good Shepherd International School on 20 
August 2016. He hails from Vizianagaram district in 
Andhra Pradesh. He is an ardent family person and 
is happily married to Mrs Nirmala Vaari. He holds a 
dual degree in Engineering and Law.

Mr Murali Rambha, IPS

His Excellency Mr Hyun Cho, Ambassador of the 
Republic of South Korea, is very keen to improve 
cooperation between India and the Republic of 
South Korea in terms of politics, security, economics, 
culture, technology and bilateral relationship.
 
His Excellency Mr Hyun Cho, along with his wife, Mrs 
Jeeyoon Cho, visited Good Shepherd International 
School on Friday, 15 July 2016. The school warmly 
hosted the Ambassador and his wife and they were 
escorted for a guided tour of the campus to show 
the facilities that are available in the school.

His Excellency Mr Hyun Cho

The Royal Thai Consulate, Chennai, is very keen 
to improve Indo-Thai bilateral relations and 
lay a strong foundation for mutually beneficial 
cooperation between the two countries. They are 
firmly committed to offer assistance and support in 
times of need to the Thai students studying in India. 

Thai Consul-General, Mrs Krongkanit Rakcharoen 
and Consul, Mr Sudchai Rujithanawat, Royal 
Thai Consulate, Chennai, visited Good Shepherd 
International School on Saturday, 10 September 
2016. They met all the 13 Thai students studying 
at GSIS and enquired about their welfare and well-
being. Later, they had lunch with the Principal, 
Senior Vice President and the other Members of the 
Academic Council and the Thai students.Mrs Krongkanit Rakcharoen

Visiting Guests and Dignitaries during the 
Academic Year [2016 – 2017]
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Mr Madhusudan  Ganapathi, IFS (Retd), was the 
Chief Guest of the Opening Ceremony of the Good 
Shepherd Model United Nations organised in the 
Palada Campus auditorium on 15 September 2016. 

Mr Ganapathi completed his Masters (MSc) in 
Chemistry from Presidency College, Madras 
University in 1974. He joined the Indian Foreign 
Service in 1975. He is the former Ambassador of 
India and former Secretary, Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India. He has served in Indian 
Diplomatic Missions in Moscow, Sofia, Singapore, 
London, Belgrade, Sydney, Mauritius and Kuwait. 
In addition to English and Tamil, he speaks Hindi, 
Russian and Bulgarian languages.

Mr Madhusudan Ganapathi, IFS (Retd)

Sir William Mark Tully, KBE, was the Chief Guest of 
the special assembly of the Good Shepherd Model 
United Nations organised at GSIS on Friday, 16 
September 2016.

Sir Mark Tully is the former Bureau Chief of BBC, New 
Delhi. He joined the BBC in 1964 and moved back to 
India in 1965 to work as the Indian Correspondent. He 
covered all major incidents in South Asia during his 
tenure, ranging from Indo-Pakistan conflicts, Bhopal 
gas tragedy, Operation Blue Star, Assassination of 
Rajiv Gandhi to the Demolition of Babri Masjid. He 
was barred from entering India during Emergency 
in 1975–77 when Prime Minister Mrs Gandhi had 
imposed censorship curbs on the media. He has 
received awards and he has also written books.

Sir William Mark Tully, KBE

Mr Satnam Jit Singh, IFS (Retd) was the Chief Guest 
of the Closing Ceremony of the Good Shepherd 
Model United Nations organised at GSIS on Saturday, 
17 September 2016. 

He is a Former Ambassador of India and Former 
Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, Government 
of India. His diplomatic career, spanning 34 years, 
included six postings as India’s Ambassador abroad 
and four more as a Senior Diplomat.  He has vast 
international exposure, having worked in almost all 
parts of the world – Europe (East & West), Africa, Asia, 
Middle East, Central America and the Pacific – and 
having travelled to about 110 countries around the 
globe. Since his retirement from diplomatic service, 
he has focused on humanitarian disarmament 
issues. Mr Satnam Jit Singh, IFS (Retd)
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Dr Tarun Chhabra is an Ooty-based practicing dentist 
and an expert on Toda culture. At a special assembly 
held in the Palada Campus auditorium on Thursday, 
18 August 2016, he addressed the students on ‘The 
Nilgiris – Indigenous Groups; Flora & Fauna.’

Dr Tarun says that his life has been enriched by 
the Todas. He is much in tune with the Toda tribe 
and is possibly one of the few outsiders who can 
speak their language fluently. He is the Founder 
of an organization, the Toda Nalavazhvu Sangam 
that has been involved in restoring many facets 
of traditional Toda cultural practices and provide 
myriad developmental schemes to the Todas of the 
Nilgiris. He deeply admires the fact that the Todas 
live a life attuned to Nature.Dr Tarun Chhabra

Dr Sridhar Jagannathan was the Chief Guest at 
a special assembly organized at GSIS on 5 August 
2016. He is the CTO of NEXT Future Mobility, an 
advanced, autonomous, smart transportation 
system. He addressed the students on ‘How to live 
life strategically?’ He is an insightful and creative 
business and technology leader who brings fresh 
perspectives to business problems.

Dr Sridhar is the author of The Cyber Mafia on 
Kindle.com and Internet Commerce Metrics and 
Models, Prentice Hall, 2001. He has taught courses 
at Stanford University, U.C. Berkeley and IIT, 
Madras. He has a doctorate in Engineering from the 
University of California, Berkeley, a Master’s degree 
(Sloan Fellow) from the Stanford Graduate School of 
Business and BTech (Hons) from IIT, Kharagpur. 

Dr Sridhar Jagannathan

Mr T S Krishnamurthy is a former Indian Revenue 
Service officer and was the Chief Election 
Commissioner of India from February 2004 to 
May 2005. He was known for his integrity and 
a polite yet firm fist with which he handled all 
sensitive assignments throughout his career.  He 
served the government at various levels including  
Secretary, Department of Company Affairs. He was 
the first Indian Revenue Service officer to become 
a Secretary to the Government of India as well as 
the Chief Election Commissioner of India. He is the 
author of the book Miracles of Democracy, published 
in August 2008. 

Mr Krishnamurthy was the Chief Guest at the 
Founder’s Day celebrations held at GSIS on 15 & 16 
October 2016.Mr T S Krishnamurthy
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Mrs Deenaz Damania was the Guest of Honour at 
the Formal Dinner organized at GSIS for High School 
and Higher Secondary School students and staff 
on Tuesday, 25 October 2016. She addressed the 
students and staff during the event.

She is a Consultant of UNICEF, Faculty of Tata 
Institute of Social Sciences and Visiting Faculty of 
IIM, Ahmedabad. She is also a trained counsellor and 
researcher working with students and adults. She 
has had a unique blend of work experience in the 
non-profit and corporate sectors over the last three 
decades. She shares her work experiences through 
teaching which she has found to be rewarding and 
challenging at a personal and professional level.

Mrs Deenaz Damania

Mr Gareth Heritage, BA, MMus, PGCE, PGCert, PGDip, 
FLCM, is a leading academic in the study of heavy 
metal musicology and historiography. He has a 
comprehensive career in music education  having 
taught in the primary, secondary, higher / further 
education, adult education and lifelong learning 
sectors. He is involved in peer reviewing research 
papers for the Metal Music Studies scholastic 
journal.

Mr Gareth is an experienced examiner of higher 
level Music for the International Baccalaureate and 
A-Level Sociology for OCR. He is the music examiner 
who evaluated our music students who appeared 
for the TCL Practical Rock & Pop Music Examinations 
on 17 & 18 November 2016. 

Mr Gareth Heritage

Mr Ganapathi Ramachandran is the Chairman and 
Executive Director of Trigyn Technologies Limited, 
a company that is a leading player in the remote 
Infrastructure Management and listed on the Mumbai 
Stock Exchange. He is a Rotarian for the last three 
decades and has rich and varied experiences in the 
field of social service. He is currently the President-
elect of the Southern India Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry. A keen sportsman, Mr Ganapathi was 
a member of the Executive Committee of the Golf 
Club at Kodaikanal.

Mr Ganapathi addressed the students at a special 
assembly held in the Palada auditorium on Monday, 
21 November 2016 and answered their questions 
on the present and future developments in IT. 

Mr Ganapathi Ramachandran
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Mr T P Sreenivasan, a former Indian diplomat,  
addressed the students and staff at a special 
assembly held at the Palada Campus auditorium 
on Friday, 27 January 2017. He interacted with 
the students, talked to them on the topic, ‘India in 
a turbulent world’, and answered several queries 
concerning foreign affairs.

From 2000 to 2004, Mr Sreenivasan was the Indian 
Ambassador to Austria and Slovenia. He is a former 
Permanent Representative of India to the United 
Nations and Governor for India of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, Vienna. He has a brilliant 
academic record, having stood first in the University 
of Kerala in BA (English) and MA (English).

Mr T P Sreenivasan, IFS (Retd)

Ms Ruchira Ghosh is the Regional Director for 
South Asia, Cambridge International Examinations. 
A passionate education professional and a keen 
learner herself, Ruchira has worked with school 
heads and teachers, both in the private and state 
sectors through different interesting portfolios 
over the last 17 years.  Prior to joining Cambridge 
International Examinations, Ms Ruchira was the 
Head of Business Development – Schools at British 
Council in India, where she served for 12 years. 

Ms Ghosh has a degree in sociology from Delhi 
University and a Master’s degree in social work from 
the Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai. 
Ms Ruchira was the Chief Guest at the Investiture and 
Graduation Ceremonies held at GSIS on Saturday, 18          
February 2017.

Ms Ruchira Ghosh

Dr Sheela Nambiar, MD, is a practicing Obstetrician 
and Gynecologist at Parvathy Medical Center, Ooty. 
She is also a fitness & lifestyle consultant from NAFC 
and uses fitness, food and lifestyle as an extension 
of her medical practice to holistically improve the 
quality of women’s lives. She speaks at various 
forums including medical conferences and women’s 
organizations on the subject of fitness, food and 
lifestyle. She has authored numerous articles in 
national newspapers and magazines.  
 
Dr Sheela visited our Palada Campus on Saturday, 
11 March 2017 and spoke to the students and staff 
on ‘Ten Commandments to a great Body and Mind.’ 
She also  answered queries raised by our students.

Dr Sheela Nambiar
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Mr Maroof Raza, Consultant & Strategic Affairs 
Advisor to Times Now, visited the Palada Campus 
on Wednesday, 15 March 2017 and addressed the 
students and staff on ‘The Idea of India.’ 

Mr Maroof Raza is a retired Indian Army officer, 
with experience in counter-insurgency operations. 
He served with The Grenadiers Regiment and 
Mechanized Infantry Regiments of the Indian Army. 
He was also an Instructor at the IMA, Dehradun, 
and resigned from the army as a Major in 1993. 
He has appeared on almost all of India’s leading 
television channels as an expert on military and 
security matters, and on BBC’s World Service radio 
programmes. He has authored several articles and 
essays in a wide range of publications.Mr Maroof Raza

Aroon Raman is an Indian entrepreneur and author. 
He did his Masters in Economics from Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, Delhi and then pursued his MBA 
from Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania. 
In 1991, he set up ‘Raman Boards’, a company 
involved in electrical materials, which was later 
bought by the ABB Group in 2007. He then started 
his Research and Development company named 
‘Raman FibreScience’ in 2008. He is a member of 
the Board of several corporate and charitable trusts. 
He is also the author of a few mystery-thrillers – The 
Shadow Throne, The Treasure of Kafur and SkyFire.  

He visited the Palada Campus on Saturday, 18 March 
2017 and addressed the students and staff on ‘How 
life can be exciting and meaningful.’ 

Mr Aroon Raman

Mr N Ramachandran was Director of The India 
Cements Limited from 1989 and Executive 
Director from 14 December 1994 to 12 August 
2009. He is the brother of the former Chairman of 
BCCI and ICC, N Srinivasan. A keen sportsman, Mr 
Ramachandran is actively associated with several 
sports organizations. He is also, since the 9th of 
February 2014, the President of the Indian Olympic 
Association. He has been the Former President of 
the Madras Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
which is the Premier Business Chamber in Chennai / 
Tamil Nadu. He is a graduate with a B. Tech degree in 
Chemical Engineering.

He was the Chief Guest during the Inauguration 
Ceremony of the new cricket field at the Palada 
Campus on Wednesday, 5 April 2017.Mr N Ramachandran
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Students Awarded Scholarship

Good Shepherd International School and the Trust of the Old Shepherdians’ Association (OSA) has awarded a total 
of  ` 2,300,000 to students as scholarship. Four boys and five girls of Good Shepherd International School received 
this scholarship as a recognition for their hard work and academic excellence. 

Students who top the ICSE and IGCSE Board examinations and decide to continue in Grade XI & XII in Good Shepherd 
International School are awarded ‘Scholarship for Academic Excellence.’ This is an educational assistance given 
to bright students who have achieved excellent results in the Board Examinations held during the academic year 
2015 – 2016.

Ishaan Vinod Dulhani 
(ICSE - Science)

Sahaaj Singh Chawla
(ICSE - Science)

Parnika Mandeep Bajaj 
 (ICSE - Science)

Sakshi Kamalia
 (ICSE - Commerce)

Samraat Sujoy Gupta
(IGCSE - Science)

Aarti Gobind Mohinani 
(IGCSE - Science)

Ghanta Hari Chandana
(IGCSE - Science)

Thomas Siby
(IGCSE - Science)

Vedsi Niraj Arya
(IGCSE - Commerce)



THE SHEPHERDIAN  | 23|  THE SHEPHERDIAN22

The following two tables show the details of the scholarships awarded by Good Shepherd International School and 
the Trust of the Old Shepherdians’ Association for the academic year 2015 – 2016:

ICSE Science & Commerce

Name of student Course
Board Examination 

results

Scholarship

GSIS Trust of OSA

Ishaan Vinod Dulhani ICSE (Science) 94.5% 2 lakhs 2 lakhs

Sahaaj Singh Chawla ICSE (Science) 92% 2 lakhs 1.5 lakhs

 Parnika Mandeep Bajaj ICSE (Science) 91.3% - 1 lakh

Sakshi Kamalia ICSE (Commerce) 89.3% 2 lakhs -

Total 6 lakhs 4.5 lakhs

IGCSE Science & Commerce

Name of student Course
Board Examination 

results

Scholarship

GSIS Trust of OSA

Samraat Sujoy Gupta IGCSE (Science) 9A*s 2 lakhs 2 lakhs

Aarti Gobind Mohinani IGCSE (Science) 6A*s & 3As    2 lakhs 1.5 lakhs

Ghanta Hari Chandana IGCSE (Science) 5A*s, 3As &1B    - 1 lakh

Thomas Siby IGCSE (Science) 5A*s, 2As & 2Bs      - 1 lakh

Vedsi Niraj Arya IGCSE (Commerce) 6A*s & 3As 2 lakhs 1 lakh

Total 6 lakhs 6.5 lakhs

The initiative to provide financial support to students for their academic successes help them pursue future 
academic endeavours.

GSIS Ranked India’s No. 1 International Residential School

Good Shepherd International School was named the Best International Residential School in India by the Education 
World India School Ranking in 2016. GSIS shared the top ranking with Woodstock School, Mussoorie in Uttarkhand. 
The fully-residential CISCE (Delhi), CIE (UK) and IBO (Geneva)-affiliated Good Shepherd International School is also 
ranked No. 1 in the parameters of Co-curricular Education, Individual Attention to Students, Life-skills Education 
& Conflict Management, Pastoral Care and Infrastructure Provision. 

It is a matter of great providence, pride and pleasure for the Good Shepherd Family to announce that the Founder-
Principal of GSIS, Dr P C Thomas, has been conferred with the Lifetime Achievement Award by Education World, 
a leading education news magazine. The last 40 years have seen the School making giant strides and grow from 
strength to strength under the dynamic leadership of Dr Thomas, truly justifying his being bestowed with the 
Lifetime Achievement Award.

For the past eight years, EducationWorld has been publishing the annual EducationWorld India School Rankings 
with C fore –  a Delhi-based  market research and opinion polls agency. They rate and rank over thousand India’s 
most high profile schools, on 14 parameters – academic reputation, faculty competence, leadership quality, sports 
education, etc. 

We are extremely proud of the achievement, which is primarily due to its infrastructure, high standards and the 
hard work of the management, students, teachers and parents. 

Congratulations!
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Excerpt from the National Newspaper, THE TIMES OF INDIA:  “Good Shepherd International School in the Nilgiris 
was named the best international residential school in the country. It shared the top ranking with Woodstock School, 
Mussoorie in Uttarkhand. Both the schools scored 1321 points. While the two were equally placed in almost all 
parameters, Good Shepherd had edge in leadership / management quality, infrastructure provision, value for money 
and community service.”

AsiaOne White Swan Awards 2016                                                                                                                                  

The White Swan Awards for Excellence in Education were distributed at AsiaOne Pride of the Nation: India’s 
Greatest Brands and Leaders Summit, 2015-16. The summit, named Celebrating 69 - Pride of the Nation Summit 
& Awards 2015 -16, was held at the Taj Lands End, Mumbai, on 03 September 2016 with great charm and fervour. 
These awards were organised to identify and honour the outstanding brands and leaders in education from all over 
India for their towering achievements and performance better than others in the field. The White Swan, a symbol 
of knowledge and wisdom, is very apt to pay tribute to the legends in education. At the event, Leaders, Brands and 
Educationists from various spheres were recognised and honoured. 
                                                           
It is a pleasure to announce that  Good Shepherd International School has been selected as India’s Most Influential 
Brand in Education for 2015-16  for the AsiaOne White Swan Awards by AsiaOne magazine.  Dr P C Thomas, the 
Founder-Principal of GSIS and the leading name behind this educational institution, has been selected as India’s 
Most Influential Leader in Education 2015-16 for the AsiaOne White Swan Awards by AsiaOne magazine. 

It is also a pleasure to announce the selection of Good Shepherd Finishing School  as a Brand and its Leader, Co-
Founder & Principal, Mrs Elsamma Thomas, in the special research-based listing of AsiaOne White Swan Awards 
2015-16. 

At a ceremony held at Taj Lands End, Mumbai, Mr Pradeesh Lawrence, Vice President (Finance) of Good Shepherd 
International School and Mrs Julie Pradeesh, Vice President and Vice Principal of Good Shepherd International 
School and Good Shepherd Finishing School, received the awards. These awards are a tribute to the educationists 
and teachers who have made a difference in the field of education in India. Well- known educationists from all over 
India participated in this summit meeting. 

We are extremely proud of the achievement, which is primarily due to its infrastructure, high standards and the hard 
work of the management, students, teachers and parents. Heartiest Congratulations to the School Management, 
Staff, Students and Parents for contributing to the making of Good Shepherd International School a world-class 
institution.

Mr Pradeesh Lawrence, Vice President (Finance) of Good 
Shepherd International School, receiving the award 

Mrs Julie Pradeesh, Vice President and Vice Principal of Good 
Shepherd International School and Good Shepherd Finishing 
School, receiving the AsiaOne White Swan Award
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SPECIAL AWARD FOR GSIS

COUNCIL OF INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS - 
INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATION

Good Shepherd International School has been awarded International Certification by the Council of International 
Schools on 2nd May 2017.  GSIS is the first and only school in India to earn this prestigious award after been 
methodically and meticulously examined by the Council of International Schools Evaluation and Support Officers 
Mr Alan Scott and Mr Peter Gittins for its commitment to the development of global citizens and international 
education programmes.  

This achievement validates the school community’s provision of International education and demonstrable 
outcomes reflecting students’ growth as global citizens.  This accomplishment demonstrates significant school-
wide commitment to International and Intercultural learning for students. This award is an endorsement to 
Good Shepherd International School in developing a student body with all of the skills, knowledge and values of 
outstanding global citizens.

CIS evaluators with the international certification project heads
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CIS evaluation officers with the senior leadership team, academic council members and the project heads

“A banker is a fellow who lends you his umbrella when the sun is shining, but wants it back the minute it 
begins to rain.” 

- Mark Twain

“Kindness is a language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.” - Mark Twain

“Speak when you are angry - and you’ll make the best speech you’ll ever regret.”             - Laurence J Peter

“A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.”  - Proverbs 17:22

“The good life is one inspired by love and guided by knowledge.”                       - Bertrand Russell

“Do not take life too seriously. You will never get out of it alive.”  - Elbert Hubbard

“Choose a job you love, and you will never have to work a day in your life.” - Confucius

“Thousands of candles can be lighted from a single candle, and the life of the candle will not be shortened. 
Happiness never decreases by being shared.”

- Buddha
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Mrs Sheila Alexander
Sr. Vice Principal (Academics)

Mr Alexander Kuruvilla
Sr. Coordinator

Mr James Milton
Director of Activities (Fernhill)

Mr S V Baskar
HOD - Mathematics

Mrs Vasantha Milton
Teacher in Tamil

Mr Anandan
Art Teacher

Mr Dhananjayan CK
Custodian & P.R.O.

Mr K M Mathew
Farm Manager

Mrs Santha Dhananjayan
Senior Campus Manager

Ms Cecily
Dorm Parent

Congratulations on reaching a Service Milestone (25 Years and more) 
with Good Shepherd International School
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Ms Sheela
Gardener

Mr Gopi K C
Baker

Mr Sahadevan P C
Cook

Mr Alphonse Robert
Electrician

Mr Anwar Basha
General Worker

Mr Ravichandran
General Worker

Mr Venkatesh J
Gardener

Mr Baskaran Pillai
Cook

Congratulations on reaching a Service Milestone (25 Years and more) 
with Good Shepherd International School
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Good Shepherd International School (Palada Campus)

Annual Report of Good Shepherd International School 
for the Academic Year 2015 - 2016

INTRODUCTION

Yet another academic year of success and achievement unfolded with an honour conferred on Good Shepherd 
International School as India’s No.1 International Residential School, according to the Education World India 
School Rankings 2016. The school is also ranked No. 1 in the parameters of Co-curricular Education, Individual 
Attention to Students, Life-skills Education & Conflict Management, Pastoral care and Infrastructure Provision. 
The dream of becoming the No. 1 International Residential School has become an achievement and we feel proud 
that we have been able to realise this dream. Following the course of action, it required dedication, determination 
and hard work to reach this level of excellence.

It is a matter of great pride and pleasure for the Good Shepherd Family to announce that the Founder-Principal of 
GSIS, Dr P C Thomas, has been conferred with the Lifetime Achievement Award by Education World, the leading 
education news magazine. It is a pleasure to announce that   Good Shepherd International School has been 
selected as   India’s Most Influential Brand in Education for 2015-16   for the AsiaOne White Swan Awards by 
AsiaOne magazine. Dr P C Thomas, the Founder-Principal of GSIS, has been selected as India’s Most Influential 
Leader in Education 2015-16 for the AsiaOne White Swan Awards by AsiaOne magazine. It is also a pleasure to 
announce the selection of Good Shepherd Finishing School  as a Brand and its Leader, Co-Founder & Principal,  
Mrs Elsamma Thomas, in the special research-based listing of AsiaOne White Swan Awards 2015-16. 

Good Shepherd International School has been awarded the ‘Platinum Rating’ by the Indian Green Building Council 
(IGBC). The school was awarded 88 points in the final score card of the certification process. The IGBC functions 
towards achieving a “Sustainable Built Environment” for all and to facilitate India to be the global leaders in this 
field. The rating brings together a host of sustainable practices and solution to reduce the environmental impacts 
which include site selection, sustainable water practices, conserving and harvesting energy, use of eco-friendly 
school materials, adherence to indoor environmental quality, health and hygiene and emphasis on green education 
in the school. Incidentally platinum rating is the highest rating awarded by the IGBC and GSIS is the only school in 
the country which has been awarded this rating. We congratulate all the members of the school community for this 
excellent accomplishment.

Good Shepherd International School in its journey towards excellence is leaving no stone unturned in giving the 
best to the students under its care. In order to face the challenges and demands of the unpredictable / unseen 
world, we are preparing our students to be global citizens. To achieve this goal, the school has registered for the CIS 
(Council of International Schools) International Certification. The CIS International Certification enables students 
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The Principal, Dr P C Thomas

to participate in a rapidly changing, interdependent world, recognizing and disseminating effective, innovative 
international education practices. It is a catalyst for the whole school development and recognition for high quality 
international programmes. CIS School support persons Mr. Peter Gittins and Mr. Alan Scott were the Evaluation 
officers who carried out the school planning visit on 5th and 6th May 2016. The two-day long Planning Visit was an 
opportunity for the school and the CIS Evaluators to exchange information, observations and ideas to complete 
planning for the International Certification programme. 

SCHOOL PROFILE

The Good Shepherd International School, founded in 1977, situated at a height of 2240 metres and spread 
over an area of over 160 acres, is the fruit of the vision and passion of Dr P C Thomas, the Founder-Principal 
of the school. Good Shepherd International School is a co-educational, fully residential and fully-accredited 
international school affiliated to the Council for the Indian School Certificate Examinations (CISCE), New Delhi, 
University of Cambridge, England & The International Baccalaureate (IB), an international educational foundation 
headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. 

The school is fortunate to have a cadre of over 134 
qualified academic staff who are dedicated, well-trained, 
well –experienced and capable of fulfilling the needs of the 
new generation of students. An enthusiastic team of over 
65 co-curricular activity teachers for Physical Education, 
Music, Dance, Yoga, Arts & Crafts explore and nurture the 
innate talents and skills of our students for their all-round 
development and give them the best chance to shape 
their future. A few staff members have left us and over 32 
new teachers joined the school in July 2016. Our teachers 
regularly attend workshops, training programmes and 
various professional development sessions to enhance 
their skills and keep them updated. We have committed 
teachers who help students to reach their full potential 
academically, socially and emotionally. The school strength 
is over 797 students and they hail from over 22 different 
countries. The student-faculty ratio is 4:1.

School is supposed to be the best part of the few early 
years of a student’s life. Nervous toddlers enter the 
school campus with excitement, optimism, aspirations, 
expectations and big dreams. Senior students of Grade 
12,  in caps and gowns,  bade teary farewells on their 
graduation day and the last day in school when they walked 
away. Most of the students of GSIS have produced over the 
years excellent results in their final board examinations 
and acquiring several skills that help them to be successful 
in life. 

The school has two campuses – the Fernhill Campus for junior students of Grades 1 to 6 and the Palada Campus 
for senior students of Grades 7 to 12. The junior school has a strength of over 146 students while the senior school 
has over 651 students.   

The Annual Report shows the comprehensive report on the school’s activities, details of key facts, figures and 
achievements throughout the preceding academic year.
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ACADEMIC DETAILS UPDATE   

Academic achievement is the core activity in the school. Students work hard and get good results. A positive work 
ethic, small classes, good teachers, intelligent and hard working students produce academic success at GSIS year 
after year. 

GSIS offers the following courses of both Indian and foreign educational boards –

• The Indian Certificate of Secondary Education (ICSE - Grade 10) and the Indian School Certificate (ISC - Grade 
12) of the Council for the Indian School Certificate Examinations (CISCE), New Delhi (Grade I to Grade XII)

• The Cambridge Primary, Cambridge Secondary 1, Cambridge IGCSE of the University of Cambridge International 
Examinations (CIE), United Kingdom. GSIS is a registered CIE Centre to conduct these examinations. 

• The Diploma Programme (IBDP) of the International Baccalaureate, Geneva, Switzerland. The Assessment 
Centre is located in Cardiff, Wales, in the United Kingdom. The programme provides an internationally-accepted 
qualification for entry into higher education, and is accepted by many colleges / universities worldwide.

• The school is also a registered centre for conducting Trinity College London (TCL) Theory and Practical 
Examinations in Music.

• Information and Communications Technology (ICT) Examinations approved by the Cambridge International 
Examinations (CIE).

The results of all the board examinations conducted during the Academic Year 2015 – 2016 are released. Our students 
have done well in their examinations. Yet another year of excellent results. We are immensely proud of our students. 

Results of the ICSE Examination - March 2016

The ICSE examinations were held in the school from 29 February to 30 March 2016. 

The Examination Hall

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Switzerland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cardiff
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wales
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Award of Scholarships to school toppers

Of the 42 students who appeared from Good Shepherd International School in the academic session 2015 – 
2016 for the examination, 28 secured distinction and 12 were awarded first class. The topper scored 95.8% 
(Commerce stream). Ms Muskan Agrawal and Master Sachveer Chawla topped in the Science and Commerce 
streams respectively. Ms Muskan Agrawal scored 94.8% and Master Sachveer Chawla scored 95.8%. 8 students 
scored 90% or more and 15 students scored 85% or more. The school registered a centum pass percentage this 
year as well. 

The school average for different subjects is shown below:

English - 77.52%, Second Language - 81.73%, History, Civics & Geography - 85.57%, Mathematics - 69.8%, 
Science - 70.64%, Computer Applications - 86.11%, Art - 89.7%, Economics  -  88.67%.

The percentage of our students who scored 90% or more in various subjects is mentioned below:

English  -  9.5%, Second Language - 38%, History, Civics & Geography – 35.7%, Mathematics - 19%, Science – 
15.15%, Computer Applications – 38.8%, Art – 50%, Economics – 55.55%. 

A significant percentage of our students have achieved Grades 1 and 2 in several subjects compared to the all-India 
position. We aim for academic excellence and a firm foundation from which to progress to further study. 

Results of the IGCSE Examination – May / June 2016

The International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) examinations were conducted at GSIS from 
25 February to 10 June 2016. A total of 66 candidates of GSIS appeared for the examinations. They have done 
exceptionally well and have come out with flying colours. We are delighted with the good results achieved by our 
students in the IGCSE examinations. Heartiest congratulations to our students, their teachers and  parents! 
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Master Samraat Sujoy Gupta and Ms Vedsi Niraj Arya  topped in the Science and Commerce groups respectively. 
Master Samraat Sujoy Gupta, the School Topper in the Science group, secured A* in all the nine subjects he 
appeared for, a remarkable effort and achievement. He scored 92.2%. Ms. Vanshika Agarwal who stood second in 
the Science group, secured 6A*s & 2As. She scored 91.2%. Ms Vedsi Niraj Arya, the School Topper in the Commerce 
group, secured 6A*s & 3As. She scored 90.2%. Our students achieved 120 A*s, 155As, 120Bs, 85Cs & 46Ds. 46% 
of all Grades achieved are A*s & As. 35 students secured distinction and 18 were awarded merit. 

The school has achieved outstanding results in the board examinations 2016. Our students did a great job this time 
and they made themselves and their parents proud. Well done! 

Results of the ISC Examination - March 2016

The Indian School Certificate (ISC) examinations for the Class 12 students conducted by the Council for Indian 
School Certificate Examination (CISCE) started on 08 February and ended on 06 April 2016. CISCE has declared 
the result of the Examination.

13 students from GSIS appeared for the ISC examinations. The school once again achieved cent per cent pass. Master 
Adil Asif Thara topped in the ISC Science stream (92.4%) and Ms Drishti Dochania topped in the ISC Commerce 
stream (92.4%). 2 students scored 90% and above. 10 students secured distinction and 2 were awarded first 
class. Our students achieved a higher Mean Grade than the All India Average in all their subjects. This success of 
the students is the result of their determination, preparation, perseverance and hard work.  
                          
Results of the IB Examination – May 2016

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme (DP) provides an internationally-accepted qualification 
for entry into higher education and reputed top ranking universities worldwide. In GSIS, a total of 57 students took 
the two-year course and appeared for the IBDP examinations in May 2016. 

Overview of the results:

Diploma Awarded : 45 candidates

Diploma Course Awarded : 12 candidates

Average Diploma score of GSIS students : 32 points

Highest Diploma score awarded to a GSIS candidate : 41 points

Mean grades obtained by GSIS students : 5.13

Ms. Hetvi Satish Doshi, Master Parikshit Vikkas Ganeriwal and Master Sherwyn Kalyan are the Joint School Toppers 
with 41 points each. Ms. Hetvi Satish Doshi secured three 7s & three 6s. Master Parikshit Vikkas Ganeriwal scored 
two 7s & four 6s. Master Sherwyn Kalyan achieved  two 7s & four 6s.                                                              
      
14 students achieved maximum scores of 7 points and 39 students acquired scores of 6 points in different subjects. 
Students achieved the highest score of 7 points in Spanish ab initio SL, French ab initio SL, Mathematics SL, Biology 
HL, Economics SL & HL, Business Management HL, Psychology HL and Environmental Systems & Societies SL. The 
school average grade is higher than the world average grade in most of the subjects. 5% of our students achieved  
scores between 40 & 45 points, 25% of them scored between 35 & 39 points, 26% of them scored between 30 & 
34 points and 30% of them scored between 25 & 29 points. Congratulations to the IB students for their excellent 
performance in the board examination!
                                 
Cambridge Secondary 1 Checkpoint Examination – April 2016

Cambridge Secondary 1 Checkpoint tests cover all major areas of learning in the Cambridge Secondary 1 curriculum 
frameworks for English, Mathematics and Science. Cambridge Secondary 1 curriculum are for students aged 11 
to 14 years. The Checkpoint tests have been designed to assess learners of Grade VIII at the end of Cambridge 
Secondary 1. They give valuable feedback on learners’ strengths and weaknesses before they progress to the 
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next stage of education. The tests are marked in Cambridge and provide schools with an external international 
benchmark for learner performance.

99 students appeared for the Cambridge Secondary 1 Checkpoint examinations held in the school from 18 April 
to 20 April 2016. The tests were conducted in English Papers 1 & 2, Mathematics Papers 1 & 2, and Science Papers 
1 & 2. Most of our students did well in the tests. The result and the feedback enabled the school to compare the 
results of students with those of similar learners in other schools. Sriniketh  Krishnan secured the first position 
scoring 17.3 points. He achieved the highest possible score of 6 points in Mathematics and Science and 5.3 points 
in English. Isha Chirag Gandhi secured the second position with 17.1 points. Karan Ronak Shah and Pavanrat 
Sakulsacha stood joint third with 16.8 points each. The highlights of the overall scores of our students in English, 
Mathematics and Science are shown below: 

Overall scores English Mathematics Science

6 out of 6 0 18 9

5 out of 6 5 23 40

4 out of 6 15 21  38

Subject averages in Mathematics and Science are 4.5 & 4.6 points respectively.

Cambridge Primary Checkpoint Tests – April 2016

GSIS uses the integrated assessments of Cambridge Primary Checkpoint Tests to monitor students’ progress in 
English, Mathematics and Science at the end of Grade 6. Cambridge Primary Checkpoint Tests for students of 
Grade VI were held in GSIS on 18, 19 & 20 April 2016. 

38 students following the Cambridge stream appeared for the tests held in the Examination Hall at the Palada 
Campus. Achuthanand Madanapalli, Allan Siju Mathew, Denize Everlene D’Souza, Harshil Aggarwal, Harshul 
Amin, Ravina Jaywant Patil and Zoya Mannan jointly topped the batch of students with a maximum possible 
score of 18 points each. All of them scored the maximum of 6 points each in English, Mathematics and Science. 
Hariyanth Nagesh stood second with an overall score of 17.9 points. Meet Dobariya  secured the third position 
with an overall score of 17.8 points. 

The highlights of the overall scores of our students in English, Mathematics and Science are shown below: 

Overall scores English Mathematics Science

6 out of 6 8 16 11

5 out of 6 8 7 10

4 out of 6 9 10  9
Well done!

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) Examinations, 2015-2016

Our students from Grade 2 to Grade 8 appeared for the Information and Communications Technology (ICT) 
Examinations approved by the Cambridge International Examinations (CIE) and conducted at GSIS in the academic 
year 2015 – 2016. Different modules of the ICT - ‘Initial steps’, ‘Next steps’ and ‘On track’ were held throughout 
the year along with the monthly and terminal examinations across Grade 2 to Grade 8. The examination evaluated 
their knowledge, understanding and skills of ICT systems.

336 students appeared for the ICT Examinations (‘Initial steps’- 61, ‘Next steps’- 102 and ‘On track’- 173) out of 
which 224 students got Merit and 112 students achieved pass standards. All the students successfully completed 
different levels and were awarded the certificates. We received excellent feedback from CIE for the examinations. 
This performance is a testimony to the unflinching dedication and hard work put in by our students.
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SCHOLARSHIPS FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

Students who top the ICSE and IGCSE Board examinations and decide to continue in Grade XI & XII in Good Shepherd 
International School are awarded ‘Scholarship for Academic Excellence.’ This is an educational assistance given 
to bright students who have achieved excellent results in the Board Examinations held during the academic year 
2015 – 2016. 

These scholarships are awarded to our students by the Good Shepherd International School and the Trust of the 
Old Shepherdians’ Association (OSA). The following two tables show the details of the scholarships awarded by 
Good Shepherd International School and the Trust of the Old Shepherdians’ Association for the academic year 
2015 – 2016:

ICSE Science & Commerce

Name of student Course Board Examination results
Scholarship

GSIS Trust of OSA

Ishaan Vinod Dulhani ICSE 
(Science)  94.5% 2 lakhs 2 lakhs

Sahaaj Singh Chawla ICSE 
(Science) 92% 2 lakhs 1.5 lakhs

 Parnika Mandeep Bajaj ICSE 
(Science) 91.3% - 1 lakh

Sakshi Kamalia ICSE 
(Commerce) 89.3% 2 lakhs -

Total 6 lakhs 4.5 lakhs

IGCSE Science & Commerce

Name of student Course Board Examination results
Scholarship

GSIS Trust of OSA

Samraat Sujoy Gupta IGCSE 
(Science) 9A*s 2 lakhs 2 lakhs

Aarti Gobind Mohinani IGCSE 
(Science) 6A*s & 3As    2 lakhs 1.5 lakhs

Ghanta Hari Chandana IGCSE 
(Science) 5A*s, 3As &1B    - 1 lakh

Thomas Siby IGCSE 
(Science) 5A*s, 2As & 2Bs      - 1 lakh

Vedsi Niraj Arya IGCSE
(Commerce) 6A*s & 3As 2 lakhs 1 lakh

Total 6 lakhs 6.5 lakhs

The initiative to provide financial support to students for their academic successes help them pursue future 
academic endeavours.

ELSAMMA THOMAS GOLD MEDAL RECIPIENTS - 2016

Topper of the ISC Science Group : Master Adil Asif Thara 
Topper of the ISC Commerce Group : Ms Drishti Dochania                                      
Toppers of the IB Diploma Programme : Master Parikshit Vikkas Ganeriwal   
  Ms Hetvi Satish Doshi
  Master Sherwyn Kalyan                                                                               
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Old Shepherdians

SCHOLASTIC ASSESSMENT TEST I & II [SAT I & II] 

The SAT is a recognized college admission test to gauge concepts and skills students learn in school. The score is 
considered  a decent predictor of how students will do in college. SAT II are Subject Tests. Almost all US colleges and 
universities use the SAT to make admission decisions. Good Shepherd International School is a registered center 
for SAT I and SAT II examinations.

INTERNATIONAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE TESTING SYSTEM [IELTS]

IELTS (International English Language Testing System) is the world’s most popular English language test. IELTS is a 
test accepted for immigration purposes by all countries that require one. If students apply for a visa to move to or 
stay in the UK, IELTS is on the list of approved secure English Language Tests. 

IELTS assesses all the English skills - reading, writing, listening and speaking. It can help students live, study and 
work around the world. Good Shepherd International School is a centre for IELTS. British Council, Chennai, conducts 
the IELTS examinations in India.

OLD SHEPHERDIANS’ ASSOCIATION (OSA)

The batch of ICSE students of 1991 who passed out from GSPS 25 years ago were chosen as the graduating batch 
for Back 2 Roots which the school hosted for the Old Shepherdians. 50 past students, the current staff, community 
members and family gathered at GSIS for a weekend of reminiscing and catching up, with some Old Shepherdians 
travelling from overseas just to make an appearance at the event. The objective was to reunite the group which 
graduated 25 years ago, along with others who had been classmates along the school life journey for a reunion 
held on 22, 23 and 24 April 2016. Most of them were present and they attended their Graduation Ceremony 
formally dressed in their graduation gowns and caps. 

Celebrations and an evening of special memories were hosted at the Palada Campus and Sunday saw a visit to the 
Fernhill Campus. The weekend rekindled so many special memories; the reunion dinner was an excellent night, 
with old Shepherdians travelling from all over the world to join in the festivities. Saturday saw a multitude of fun 
activities where the present GSIS students played fun games with the old Shepherdians. The screening of the 
movie “Bastion of the Giants”, a production by former Head boy and GSPS topper Mr. Sumesh Lekhi, was an added 
bonus. Memories came 

flooding back and laughs were exchanged at The Taj Savoy Hotel on Saturday night as several age groups celebrated 
their reunion. 

http://blog.prepscholar.com/do-sat-scores-predict-success
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SPORTS & GAMES UPDATE

The true test of a school’s co-curricular & extra-curricular programme is its participation and meritorious 
performance when it comes to inter-school competitions.

The year 2015-2016 has been an eventful year for our students on the sports field. Regular coaching sessions in 
football, basketball, hockey, tennis, badminton, table tennis and cricket were conducted before and after school 
hours. These sessions along with the inter-house matches, helped our students hone their talent and sharpen their 
skills. 

Inter School Tennis Tournament 2015

The Inter School Tennis Tournament was held at GSIS on Saturday, 31 October 2015. The overall results in the 
various categories are mentioned below:

Category Position School

Boys :  U-14 yrs

I GSIS - A Team

II The Lawrence School - A Team

III Hebron School

Boys :  U-16 yrs

I GSIS - B Team

II GSIS - A Team

III The Lawrence School - A Team

Boys :  U-19 yrs

I The Lawrence School

II GSIS - B Team

III Hebron School

Girls

I Hebron School

II GSIS - B Team

III GSIS - A Team
    
The following students of GSIS received special awards in the categories mentioned below:

Category Awards Name of student

Boys :  U-14 yrs
Most Valuable Player Bhavya Sarawgi

Best Player Taran Agarwal

Boys :  U-16 yrs
Most Valuable Player Aryan Rajesh Dulhani

Best Player Arham Hundia

Girls
Most Valuable Player Riya Malay

Most Promising Player Yachi Sipani

Congratulations to all the Winners!

Inter School Hockey Tournament 2015 

In the U-14 yrs division of the Annual Inter School Hockey Tournament for boys held in Hebron School, Ooty, from 
20 November to 24 November 2015, the GSIS team secured the second place. In the U-16 yrs and the U-19 yrs 
divisions, the GSIS team emerged runner-up on the basis of goal average. Well done!

Inter School Soccer Tournament 2016

In the final match of Annual Inter School Soccer Tournament for U-19 boys held at the Palada Campus Open Air 
Stadium of Good Shepherd International School on Friday, 29 January 2016, Good Shepherd International School - 
Team A defeated The Laidlaw Memorial School & Junior College and won the trophy. Score: 1 – 0.
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Athletic Stadium in the Palada Campus

The following students of GSIS were awarded prizes as mentioned below:

Best Player : Master Nikhil V  (GSIS – Team A)
Best Defender : Master Parth Bansal  (GSIS – Team A)

The Mounted Gymkhana in Wellington

During the Mounted Gymkhana that was organized by Defence Services Staff College at the Mounted Gymkhana 
Club Ground in Wellington on Sunday, 03 April 2016, our students displayed their riding skills and performed 
several gymnastic exercises on the back of the moving horse, ‘Formula One.’ The GSIS team comprising Gunish 
Singh Chawla, Ahad Ali Rashid, Sukeshwar Reddy V and Saketh Ram Bhashyam were awarded the second place in 
the Mounted Gymnastics event.

Inter School Cricket Tournament 

During the Under-13 Inter School Cricket Tournament organized by the Nilgiri District Cricket Association (NDCA) 
at the Laidlaw Memorial School grounds from 16 February to 14 March 2016, GSIS team edged out Riverside 
Public School by six wickets in the finals to win the Selma / Selai Gowder Memorial Rolling Trophy. Master Yash 
Parin Shah, FM 2D, took 10 wickets in the tournament and was adjudged the ‘Best Bowler of the Tournament.’ 
Congratulations to the winners!

A Special Award for Cricketing Excellence!

We are happy to inform that Master V Sukeshwar Reddy, FM  4A, has been nominated as the Best All Rounder in 
the recently concluded Under 16 Inter School Cricket Tournament for the Azhar Hassan Memorial Rolling Trophy 
2015 – 2016. This is a special award in recognition for his fine performance in the tournament. 

Inter School Basketball Tournament: GSIS Rolling Trophy 2016

The Inter School Basketball Tournament for boys was held at the Palada Campus Outdoor Basketball Court on 
Saturday, 19 March 2016. 

In the U-12 yrs category, Good Shepherd International School emerged as the winners. In the final match, they 
defeated Riverside Public School, Kotagiri. Similarly in the U-14 yrs category, Good Shepherd International School 
were the winners. In the final match, they defeated Riverside Public School, Kotagiri. In the U-16 yrs category, Good 
Shepherd International School Team emerged second runner-up. Well done!

Annual Inter House Athletic Meet 2016

The Annual Inter-house Athletic Meet was declared open on 29th March 2016 by the Senior Vice President,  
Mrs. Elsamma Thomas, the Chief Guest for the day. Students from all the four houses - Spring, Summer, Autumn 
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and Winter vied with one another and their own selves to excel and break records both on the track and on the 
field.  

By the time the final day of the Athletic Meet arrived, fourteen records were broken. The Chief Guest for the final 
day was Mr. Krishna Kishore, an alumnus of Good Shepherd International School. The events of the Athletic Meet 
went ahead in quick succession and Autumn House was declared the winners of the Hassan Ali Khan Memorial 
Shield for the year 2016. 

14th Annual Inter School Athletics Festival 2016

Good Shepherd International School organized and hosted the 14th Annual Inter School Athletics Festival on 
Saturday, 20 August 2016. Over 700 athletes from 15 schools in the Nilgiris participated in the one-day sports 
event held in the Palada Campus.

The Chief Guest was Mr. Murali Rambha, IPS, Superintendent of Police, Nilgiris district. He hoisted the Athletic 
Festival flag and took the salute at the march past presented by the GSIS Brass Band, Pipe Band and the participating 
school contingents. The Athletic Torch Run and lighting of the Athletic Festival Flame followed. The Chief Guest 
addressed the athletes, administered the Athletic Festival Oath and declared the Meet open. A colourful cultural 
presentation was also held. Certificates were awarded to the students who won the first, second and third places 
in each event. 

Tamil Nadu State Shooting Championship

A shooting squad of seven boys and four girls from GSIS proved their shooting prowess and cornered glory at the 
42nd Tamil Nadu State Shooting Championship for Rifle & Pistol organized at Coimbatore Rifle Club Range, PRS 
Grounds, Coimbatore from 3rd to 7th August 2016.

Aditya Bhavesh Vaghasia of 10B bagged a gold medal with a total of 358 points in the youth (men) 10-metre air 
pistol event. Anushka Agrawal of FM 3A, Alice Deswal of 9B and Danielle Luzanne D’Souza of FM 4C won a bronze 
medal each with a total of 1032 points in the youth (women) 10-metre air rifle team event. The event also brought 
them to the fore to be qualified in the upcoming South Zone and Pre-National Shooting Competitions.

District Cricket Team

Master Nithik Chalasani, FM 3D and Master Vaagni Kodali, FM 3D were selected to represent the Nilgiris U-14 
cricket team. Master Nithik Chalasani is the captain of the Nilgiris U-14 cricket team. They participated in the Tamil 
Nadu Cricket Association Inter-District U-14 Cricket Tournament that was held at Tirupur and Tiruvarur in Tamil 
Nadu in July 2016.    

Boys’ relay race in progress
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Our Gold Award aspirants in Kollikarai village

Master Dwij Dipak Patel, FM 4D, represented the Nilgiris U-16 cricket team and participated in the Tamil Nadu 
Cricket Association Inter-District U-16 Cricket Tournament that was held at Tirunelveli and Tirupur in Tamil Nadu.   

District Level Basketball Tournament

In the District Level Basketball Tournament for boys that was held at HADP Basketball court under the aegis 
of Sports Development Authority of Tamil Nadu on 28 July 2016, GSIS boys team defeated Government Higher 
Secondary School in the final. 

District Level Athletics Competition

The Shepherdians participated in the District Level Athletics competitions for boys and girls that was held at HADP 
Athletic Stadium on 29 July 2016. The results are mentioned below:

S. No. Name of student Class Event Position Performance

1 Hari Prasath Manokaran IB-2D Long Jump First 5.56 m

2 Ishaan Chopra IB-2B Long Jump Third 5.46 m

3
Thilak Elangovan

IB-2C

100 m sprint Second 11.78 sec

400 m race Second 53.21 sec

4
M Satheesh Raja

IB-2C

3000 m race Second 11.20 min

High Jump Third 1.55 m

5 Aanya Devabhaktuni FM 4A Discus throw Third 19.47 m

THE INTERNATIONAL AWARD FOR YOUNG PEOPLE [IAYP]

THE INTERNATIONAL AWARD FOR YOUNG PEOPLE [IAYP] was introduced in India for students to achieve their full 
growth potential within the framework of Indian society, improve their moral, social, intellectual well-being and 
empower them.
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Students assembled in the athletic stadium

Sea Cadet Corps

In 2014-2015, our students received IAYP Awards as mentioned below: 11 Gold Awards, 61 Silver Awards and 110
Bronze Awards.

The 11 Gold Award aspirants undertook the IAYP Gold Award Residential project at Kollikarai village near Kotagiri. 
At this tribal village, they cooked together, trekked through the forest, worked in the field, performed community 
service, had bonfires, helped each other, played with the volleyball team, interacted with the children and learnt of 
their lives in the village, and subsequently, grew as individuals. Service has become a part of these Gold aspirants 
and it turned out to be the experience of a lifetime for them. 
                                                            
ACTIVITIES UPDATE

Co-curricular and extra-curricular activities, that essentially takes place outside a typical pen and pencil classroom 
experience, gives our students an opportunity to promote their interests, develop particular skills and exhibit 
non-academic abilities. These activities such as quiz, recitation, elocution, debate, short story writing, art & craft, 
making charts and models, mental mathematics, music, dance, drama, sports, gym, swimming, games, charity work, 
organization of exhibitions, celebration of festivals, etc., that will suit their interests, take place normally outside 
class hours during the day. 

Our students celebrated Diwali, Republic Day, Raksha Bandhan, Independence Day, Onam, National Hindi Day, 
Teachers’ Day, Children’s Day, Founder’s Day and their birthdays. Nurturing students in a true sense of providing 
wholesome education is the kind of holistic education that students at GSIS enjoy.

The Sea Cadet Corps, Ootacamund Unit

Inspired by India’s long maritime history and its vast coastline, the idea of forming the Sea Cadet Corps was 
conceptualised by the late Honorary Commodore Gokaldas S Ahuja. The Sea Cadet Corps, Ootacamund Unit, was 
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The GSIS contingent at the Universal Studios

uniquely commissioned by its Founder in India – late Commodore Gokaldas S Ahuja after his visit and inspection at 
Good Shepherd International School (erstwhile Good Shepherd Public School), Ooty, in 1980.

Currently, the Sea Cadet Corps, Ootacamund unit, comprises 327 cadets that include both boys and girls. Our 
Cadets are fully residential students and have the unique opportunity to maximize their time engaged in learning 
and performing. The cadets follow best practices. They follow strict regulations in terms of discipline, deportment 
and conduct. We nurture and encourage cross-disciplinary learning for our Cadets. The school provides a wide 
range of academic and co-curricular activities to hone varied skills of the cadets. Our cadets receive their lessons 
in practical sailing and watermanship skills training at Watermanship Training Centre, Pykara, a facility extended 
by the naval wing of the Defence Services Staff College, Wellington. 

The Ship Model Room set up in the school has gallery exhibitions which has something for everyone to see. The 
display provides an excellent forum to understand naval history, artefacts and heritage. 

Tour of USA and Training at  NASA Space Camp

A GSIS team of forty-eight students and four chaperones visited United States and United States Space and Rocket 
Center, Huntsville, Alabama. They spent a fortnight in the United States. The students had a lovely and pleasant 
interaction with members of the Rotary Club of Decatur at a Pizza lunch and ice cream social organized at the 
Methodist Church in Decatur on 29 May 2016. 

A group of students comprising twenty-seven boys and twenty-one girls attended a Space Camp in the United 
States from 29 May to 03 June 2016. The camp was held at the US Space and Rocket Centre in Alabama. Students 
participated in impressive hands-on activities at the camp that allowed them to explore Science. The Space Camp 
had something for everyone that also included group activities, Aviation Challenge, classes and Robotics.  The 
students were taught to make and launch model rockets. They learnt about zero gravity, space stations and the 
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Model GSMUN

principles of flight. A variety of activities at the camp helped them develop an interest in space and nurture 
team-building and problem-solving skills. Ms. Citra T Pillai, a girl of Grade 10, achieved the Top Gun award in the 
elimination competition. Ms. Anushree Saikia of Grade 12 was selected as the recipient of the Right Stuff award as 
she displayed qualities such as leadership, sound decision making, and the seeking and sharing of knowledge - .the 
characteristics of the United States space explorers. 

The GSIS team visited various amusement parks in Florida from 04 June to 11 June 2016. Students spent their 
time in the natural-style exotic environment of Busch Gardens, SeaWorld, Blizzard Beach, Islands of Adventure, 
Universal Studios and Magic Kingdom, some of which also offered roller coaster rides, taking a trip around rich 
foliage, lagoons and wild animals in their lush rainforest habitat.

Good Shepherd Model United Nations 2016

GSIS proudly hosted its 9th Good Shepherd Model United Nations [GSMUN] in the Palada Campus from 15 September 
to 17 September 2016. The theme of the GSMUN 2016 was ‘Recognition, Reconciliation, Restoration towards World 
Peace. The GSMUN 2016 was headed by its Secretary-General, Master Bhavesh Joshi, the Head Boy of the school.  

The conference officially started with an opening ceremony. The Chief Guest of the inaugural session on 15 
September was Shri Madhusudan Ganapathi, IFS (Retd), former Indian Ambassador. Sir William Mark Tully, KBE, 
former Chief of Bureau, BBC, New Delhi, was the Chief Guest of the session during the Special Assembly held on 
16 September. The Chief Guest of the closing session held on 17 September was Shri Satnam Jit Singh, IFS (Retd), 
former Indian Ambassador. 

The students simulated the role of delegates of member nations of the United Nations and as representatives 
of various UN committees. The delegates gave eloquent speeches and exercised impressive diplomacy during 
caucuses. The activities on the three days served to educate them about extensive researching, public speaking, 
debate, critical thinking, diplomacy, problem-solving, reporting and teamwork. 

Music (Western & Indian) 

A number of music programmes were conducted successfully by the music department in the academic year 2014-
15 for the students with the help and co-operation of the Indian and Western music teachers. During the music 



THE SHEPHERDIAN  | 45|  THE SHEPHERDIAN44

Students playing the trumpet

training classes, students were familiarized with modern musical instruments and they were trained to play musical 
instruments such as the sitar, tabla, dholak, flute, tambourine, ghatam, veena, mridangam, violin, viola, recorder, 
cello, guitar, drum kit, snare drum, djembe drum, piano, baritone, bugle, clarinet, french horn, keyboard, trumpet, 
euphonium, xylophone and saxophone. They are also trained to appear for music examinations and performing on 
stage. 

Our students participated in several recitals and music performances during the celebrations of Founder’s Day, 
Independence Day, Republic Day, school assemblies and on several occasions. The school is fortunate to have 
well-qualified and experienced performers in its music faculty that includes several musicians from overseas - Mr. 
Stuart Bower, Mr. Joseph Ray, Mrs. Joy Bower, Ms. Ma Cristina Belgar Santiago, Mr. Rodel P Celestial and Ms. Emily 
Kate Summerlin.

Our students appear every year for the Trinity College London Theory & Practical Music Examinations.

TCL Practical Music Examinations  -  November 2015 

Trinity College London(TCL), an international examinations board for performing arts and English language, 
offers graded examinations for a wide range of musical instruments and singing, from the Initial Grade to Grade 8. 
The candidate is allowed the practical examination in the instrument of his/her choice. The Piano, Violin, Cello, 
Viola, Clarinet, Keyboard, Classical & Plectrum Guitars, Recorder, Drum kit, Snare drum, Trumpet, Xylophone, 
Euphonium or the Baritone are some of the instruments available for students’ choice. 

Our students appeared in the music examinations from the Initial Grade to Grade 6. Candidates perform three 
(or sometimes four) pieces, and technical work featuring scales and arpeggios, exercises or orchestral extracts. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tambourine
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They also choose two supporting tests from a selection including sight reading, aural, musical knowledge and 
improvising.

283 students took the Practical Examinations in November 2015. 155 students achieved Distinction, 91 secured 
Merit and 23 were awarded Pass certificates.

TCL Practical Music Examinations  - April 2016 

150 candidates appeared for the Practical Examinations from the Initial Grade to Grade 6 in April 2016. 20 students 
achieved Distinction, 101 secured Merit and 28 were awarded Pass certificates. 

TCL Theory of Music Examinations  -  May 2016

The school registered 444 students from Grade 1 to Grade 7 levels for the TCL Theory Examinations in May 2016. 
169 students secured Distinction, 110 were awarded Merit and 114 received Pass certificates. 

Dance

Several dance performances were organized during the celebrations associated with World Earth Day, Republic 
Day and Independence Day. Students of the Primary School, Middle School, High School and Higher Secondary 
School came forward to present a medley of dances.  

Girls performing classical Indian dance

During the celebrations of Founder’s Day, the musical presentations were punctuated by three dance performances: 
Guru Vandana (Pooja Dance), Navarasa and a spirited performance of the Sailors’ Hornpipe Dance. The highlight of 
the evening was the Navarasa dance drama that depicted the nine rasas or emotions of Lord Shiva: Shringara (love), 
Veera (courage), Karunya (kind-heartedness or compassion), Adbutha (surprise), Haasya (laughter), Bhayaanaka 
(terror), Roudra (anger), Bheebhatsa (disgust), and Shantha (peace or tranquility). 47 students from Grades 7,8,9 
and 11 presented the dance drama. The Junior School students from Grade 3 to 6, presented a Zumba Dance 
performance which was followed by the Rondalla Music Ensemble and the Maglalatik Dance.

Inter House Dance Competitions were organised in duet and folk group categories for students of High School and 
Higher Secondary School. The dance based on the theme of female foeticide which was organized for the visiting 
CIS Team was much appreciated by them. Few students who pursue the International Baccalaureate Diploma course 
choose topics in the subject Dance for their Extended Essays.

Girl students of GSFS were taught the basics of Bharatanatyam. They were taught two dances – Pushpanjali and a 
fusion of Kuchipudi and Kathak for the song Breathless, which the young ladies performed in the music recital hall. 
The support of the dance teachers for the organization and conduct of these performances is invaluable and we 
thank them for the good show put up by the students.
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Training in rescuing a victim of natural disaster

FIRE SAFETY, DISASTER MANAGEMENT AND CRISIS CONTROL

Mr. Srikumar Sikkari, Executive Director of Infernotech Engineers, a professional who deals with Emergency 
Response Protocols, regularly visit the Fernhill and Palada Campuses to give instructions, organize training 
programmes and supervise mock drills of emergency evacuation and lock down drills. All students and staff 
members are trained to respond appropriately in the event of fire, natural / man-made disasters, mob attack and 
entry of armed intruders. The school has its own fire engine with tools for a wide range of firefighting and rescue 
tasks. More surveillance cameras are installed in classrooms, corridors and playfields to monitor movements and 
activities of people in the campus.

The school has hired the services of the security guards from G4S Security Services (India) Pvt Ltd. Sentries are 
posted at multiple locations in the school campus and the guards patrol the campus during day and night.

The Safety Committee is convened twice every month. The Committee Chair and Members review the safety 
protocols, emergency procedures, medical issues, precautionary measures and assess the risks involved. They look 
at the facts in an impartial way, consider what precautions might be taken and recommend appropriate actions. 
They also monitor progress with implementing the health and safety interventions. 

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES UPDATE

Students of Grades 6 to 12 are given personal Hewlett Packard [HP] laptops and backpacks. The new students are 
given the HP ProBook 440 G3 Notebooks (laptops) 6th Generation – Core i5 / 4 GB RAM / 500 GB HDD / Win 10 Pro. 
The wireless broadband available in the school has a bandwidth of 32 Mbps (Airtel) and 100 Mbps (BSNL).
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The High School and Higher Secondary sections have ‘Smart Classrooms.’ SMART Sync and SMART Response 
softwares are installed to easily monitor students’ comprehension of lesson materials and increase student 
engagement. The school also bought Smart Software License for MacBook users. Few smart boards will be 
introduced in the Middle School also. 

More than 340 cameras installed in classrooms, stores, corridors, hallways, lobbies and playfields provide constant 
mass surveillance and recorded data. The school has provided more telephone lines in dormitories so that the 
parents can communicate with their children without any delay.  

Our students of Grades 1 to 8 are using the First In Math Online Programme to strengthen the concepts in Mathematics. 
Good Shepherd International School has earned an Award for Outstanding Achievement in the First In Math online 
programme for the academic year 2015-2016. Our students of Grades 1 to 9 appeared for the Measures of Academic 
Progress (MAP) tests which are online computer adaptive tests conducted by Northwest Evaluation Association 
(NWEA).  The resulting scores revealed the academic level of students and how they are performing compared to 
other similar schools around the world. Students of Grades 8 and 9 participated in the online Science test under 
International Schools’ Assessment (ISA) programme conducted by the Australian Council for Educational Research 
(ACER) which was used to monitor and compare the academic progress of students. Students from Grade 2 to Grade 
8 appeared for the Information and Communications Technology (ICT) Examinations conducted by the Cambridge 
International Examinations (CIE) in the academic year 2015 – 2016. Different modules of the ICT - ‘Initial steps’, 
‘Next steps’ and ‘On track’ were held throughout the year along with the monthly and terminal examinations. The 
syllabus combines theoretical and practical studies focusing on the ability to use common software applications 
to solve problems, including word processors, spreadsheets, databases, interactive presentation software, web 
browsers and website design. 

Teachers are also enrolled in InThinking online subject sites for access to resources in the subjects mentioned 
below – English Language & Literature, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics and Psychology. New and 
experienced IBDP teachers can use this facility. Students and teachers of GSIS can access around 15000 e-books, 
news, information, tools, services and other online resources of American Library and Questia Online Library, a 
popular commercial, digital, online library of books and articles that has an academic orientation, with a particular 
emphasis on books and journal articles in the humanities and social sciences. 

Teachers use Atlas Rubicon, a web-based curriculum management software, to map the curriculum in all subjects. 
The school is using ManageBac, a web-based IB software, for planning, assessment and reporting in the IBDP 
programme. The school uses Naviance, a college and career readiness software provider, to help students with 
college planning and make available career assessment tools.

The school has started live broadcast of events, classes and activities at school and the parents can log in to view 
the live streams.

A new colour printer – Epson L360 is available in the IB Design Technology laboratory for scanning and A4 colour 
copying / printing. 

INFRASTRUCTURE UPDATE

Work of the new campus for accommodating boys of Grades 7 – 12 has started in the Palada Campus. The proposed 
new campus has indoor sports halls, academic block, dormitories for boys, dining hall, staff residence, a gymnasium, 
hospital and an auditorium. Two 6-bedroom villas were built for the girls of Good Shepherd Finishing School in 
the Good Shepherd Gardens. The school recently constructed eight more 2-bedroom staff quarters in Annexe VI in 
Good Shepherd Knowledge Village. The expansion and renovation works of the dormitories in Palada Campus are 
over. The works of the indoor synthetic courts in Palada Campus are progressing. The existing indoor swimming 
pool at the Fernhill Campus has been renovated. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_library
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humanities
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_sciences
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GSIS has been awarded the ‘Platinum Rating’ by the Indian Green Building Council

The school has acquired more of adjacent land in Palada village and a new cricket ground has come up at the Palada 
Campus of Good Shepherd International School. It is one of the most beautiful and vibrant cricket grounds. Two 
cricket pitches for net practice and seating facilities are also built and are available on the ground. Two volleyball 
courts and a  new stretch of road leading to the new cricket ground are built. Existing facilities at the stadium will 
also be refurbished in future. Work of the new hockey ground is fast progressing. 

Two new indoor shooting ranges with 32 fixed target positions has come up near the old dairy farm in the Good 
Shepherd Knowledge Village. 

The school has successfully completed 39 years since its inception in 1977.  From a very humble beginning, 
the school has crossed many memorable milestones and today, the school is a dream destination for students. 
Excellence in every field should be our goal. I take this opportunity to sincerely thank the teachers, co-curricular 
staff, extra-curricular staff and non-teaching staff for their services to this institution and striving hard to mould the 
students into future shining citizens of the world. I conclude with a prayer to Lord God Almighty thanking Him for 
his grace and benevolence and seeking His guidance and blessings to make the future more successful, rewarding 
and fulfilling. Thank you.
 Dr P C Thomas
 Principal
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“Develop a passion for learning. If you do, you will never cease to grow.”
- Anthony J D’Angelo

 
“The direction in which education starts a man will determine his future.”

- Plato
 
“I have never let my schooling interfere with my education.”

- Mark Twain

https://www.thoughtco.com/mark-twain-education-2832664
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The Chief Guest, Mr T S Krishnamurthy, along with the Principal, Senior Vice President and Chairman of the Board of Governors  
of GSIS

The Good Shepherd Tradition that has Flowered from Firm Roots

“The greatest gifts you can give your children are the roots of responsibility and the wings of independence,” said 
Denis Waitley, the well-travelled motivational speaker. The Founder’s Day, though believed to be the celebration of 
the birthday of the Founder-Principal, Dr P C Thomas and Parents’ Day, actually provides an opportunity for students 
to develop roots of responsibility and grow “wings of independence”. For forty years, various Shepherdians have 
been celebrating the Founder’s Day strengthening the tradition of putting up programmes on two consecutive 
days bound by the responsibility of bringing out their best and freedom to indulge in their passions. On 15th and 
16th October, 2016, the entire school was in a mood of jubilance, enthusiastic about putting up a grand show for 
the visitors. 

A variety of musical numbers, from ‘Zombie’ to ‘Freedom’ was performed by the bands. The Chief Guest for the 
programme, the Former Chief Election Commissioner of India, Mr T S Krishnamurthy, was welcomed by the Bugle 
Call and escorted to his seat accompanied by the Fanfare ‘40 Years On’ composed by the school’s Head of Brass and 
Symphony, Mr Stuart Bower, dedicated to our Principal, Dr P C Thomas and the Senior Vice President, Mrs Elsamma 
Thomas.  The school choir sang the familiar School Song and the School Prayer Song. Following this, the Symphony 
Orchestra played three numbers, ‘New World Symphony’, ‘Don’t Stop Me Now’, and ‘The Grand March’ from Aida. It 
was then the turn of the Middle School Choir who sang ‘Count on Me’ by Bruno Mars and ‘Any Dream Will Do’ written 
by Andrew Webber and Tim Rice.

A total transformation occurred to the cultural scene when Goddess Saraswathi was praised in the form of a dance 
by our young dancers. This was followed by five musical presentations: first, a Xylophone Duet, ‘The Two Imps’, 
followed by a Recorder Ensemble entitled ‘The Entertainer’ by the Junior School, four songs ‘Let’s Go Fly A Kite’, ‘O 
Where Are You Going my Anna Marie?’ and ‘Que Sera, Sera’ and ‘Tomorrow’ rendered by the Junior School Choir, ‘New 
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The Chief Guest, Mr T S Krishnamurthy, along with the 
Principal

Rag’ a piece of ragtime music played on a Xylophone. Finally, the Brass instrumentalists came together to present 
the themes of ‘Mr Bean’ and ‘The Earl of Oxford’s March’.

The tiny tots of Grades 1, 2 and 3 danced to ‘Let It Go’ from the popular movie Frozen. ‘Palladio’ and a popular 
number was played by the senior string instrumentalists. Brigadier S Suresh Kumar, VSM, (Retd.), Senior Vice 
Principal (Administration), gave a presentation on the Extension of the Palada School Campus. This was followed 
by a Welcome Address delivered by our Founder-Principal, Dr P C Thomas. This was followed by an Address by the 
Chief Guest, Mr T S Krishnamurthy. The formal Expression of Gratitude was delivered by Mrs Julie Pradeesh, Vice 
Principal and Vice President of the school. The Big Band played ‘Caravan’,‘Skyfall’ and ‘Uptown Funk’.  The colourful 
Classical Dance Drama, Sri Krishna Leela, depicting the life of the most popular incarnation of Lord Vishnu, the 
Preserver of the Holy Trinity, changed the entire atmosphere. 

‘Who Knows What Miracles’ sung by Mariah Carey and Whitney Houston was accompanied by the ‘Hand Mime’ 
performed by the young children of Fernhill campus. Four songs were sung by the Senior Choir of the school: ‘XIX’ 
by Slipknot, ‘Burn’ by Ellie Goulding, ‘Empty Walls’ by Serj Tankian and ‘Sing’ written by Gary Barlow and composed 
by Andrew Lloyd Webber. The show came to an end when the School Anthem was sung by the Senior Choir.

Bright sunshine signaled the dawning of the day of the outdoor activities. The Bugle Call welcomed the Chief 
Guest, Mr T S Krishnamurthy after which he was given the General Salute, and a Guard of Honour was presented to 
him. The traditional March Past that followed was accompanied by tunes like ‘Bhupal’, ‘Young India’ and so on. The 
Band Display was highly symbolic as the formation ‘GSIS @ 40’ represented ‘Strength in Unity’ and ‘Lamp of Light’. 
The players of Brass Band and on the Pipe Band matched up to the occasion. The students of the Junior Campus 
danced to ‘The Time of Our Lives’ and to a Spanish number. This was followed by the display of the mountaineering 
skills and gymnastics by the senior students. A combination of vocals, the playing of wind, string and percussion 
instruments comprised the Indian Music ensemble. The audience watched the Equestrian Display with bated breath. 
The djembe was played by a vibrant set of students who depicted a combination of Latin American, Brazilian and 
African influences creating a heady tune.

The Founder-Principal, Dr P C Thomas, delivered the Welcome Address. The Indoor Rifle Shooting Range was 
formally inaugurated. Felicitations were given to the school and our Principal who had received: the school’s First 
Position among the International Residential Schools of India, the Lifetime Achievement in Education Leadership 
Award and the Platinum Rating given by the Indian Green Building Council (IGBC).

The Prize Distribution ceremony began with the distribution of the Elsamma Thomas Gold Medal. This was followed 
by the Grade XI scholarships being distributed.  The final set of prizes distributed were the trophies for excellence in 
Academics and Co-curricular Activities. Amongst the four houses of the school, the Summerians were the winners.
 

Pooja Dance
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The Chief Guest, Mr T S Krishnamurthy, Former Chief Election Commissioner of India, appreciated the dedication 
of the founders and their team as the performance of every single child revealed the effort that had gone into 
every practice. Mrs Elsamma Thomas, the Senior Vice President, delivered the formal expression of gratitude. 
She thanked the Chief Guest and the other dignitaries. She praised everyone for the hard work that each had put 
in. Finally, the members of the School Brass Band played the National Anthem signifying the closure of the grand 
function in a befitting manner.                                                                                    

Students performing Sri Krishna Leela, a Classical Dance 
Drama

Students performing ‘Magic Cups,’ a song presentation

The Principal presenting a memento to the chief guest The chief guest on the saluting dais

The Equestrian Contingent March past of the Brass Band
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Band display The Drummers’ Call

Students displaying their jumaring skills Prize distribution 

Students of Fernhill Campus dancing to the tunes of songs A student displaying his Gymnastics skills
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The Making of New Leaders

Student leaders assembled on the ground

“Great leaders don’t set out to be a leader......... they set out to make a difference.”

On 18th April, Good Shepherd International School witnessed the ushering of the new ordained leaders for the 
academic year 2017 to 2018. The bright morning was accompanied with the bright smiles on the faces of the 
Shepherdians who waited with bated breath for the Chief Guest, Ms Ruchira Ghosh. As she made her presence, the 
bugle sounded and the troops in their bright uniforms marched ahead on to the athletic field. The band led the 
contingents, the four Houses with their new leaders, setting out to make a difference. 

The horse-mounted equestrians piloted the Chief Guest, to inspect the Guard of Honour. Thereafter the four houses 
marched ahead with pride and confidence as their house compatriots cheered for them. The great moment came 
for the young enthusiastic leaders to be invested with the new mantle of responsibility. They moved forward to the 
dais in a slow march, where they were given their badges of distinction. The school sang out the School Song and 
the School Prayer song heartily followed by the School prayer.

The Chief Guest, Ms Ruchira Ghosh addressed the gathering and boosted the morale of the new leaders with her 
encouraging words. She highly commended the school’s ambience, with the undulating hilly background perfectly 
blending with it. She recalled her school days and her leadership experiences and quoted the erstwhile English 
Prime Minister, Winston Churchill about how leaders have to take failures as well as success in the same stride. 
Coming from her, who has achieved great heights of leadership peaks, was greatly motivating.

Our new leaders vowed to uphold the School’s honour and fame at all times and to pave the way for the Shepherdians 
to follow. All the best the new leaders!
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The new School Captain and the House Captains carrying 
their flags

Address by the Chief Guest

March past of the Sea Cadet Corps The Chief Guest along with the Vice President and the Senior 
Vice President 

Award of badges and certificates
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Graduation:  Shepherd’s Flames walk out with Lights Aglow

The Chief Guest presenting the Graduation Certificates 

How proud the potter feels when he holds the exquisite pot in his hands, which he had moulded with his own 
hands and crafted in his own design. So does the Alma mater feel when her tiny fledglings grow their wings to soar 
to higher skies. The school that moulds and shapes characters of the young citizens, feel proud of their children, 
who step out to conquer the world. GSIS witnessed its graduates, cloaked in deep blue academic gowns with their 
mortarboards to top it, coming down the steps in unison making every heart miss a beat.

These are the children, whose banter and laughter filled the school halls and corridor, now it is time to bid them 
farewell.  Mrs Ruchira Ghosh, the Regional Director of South Asia of the Cambridge International Examinations 
graced the gathering by her honourable presence. With the bugle call she, flanked by our Senior Vice Principal 
(Academics) Mrs. Sheila Alexander and the Higher Secondary Coordinator, Mrs Vimala Rani Jacob walked into the 
hallowed portals. 

As soon as the graduating scholars walked in, God’s presence was invoked. The choir sang the School songs at full-
throated ease. The love, which the graduating Shepherdians gave to the school, is always reciprocated. Thus the 
theme of the song was justifiably, ‘You Get What You Give’.

The Farewell speech was rendered by Parnika Bajaj of grade XI and Harshvardhan Garg of Grade XII moved everyone’s 
heart with his speech full of emotion. The graduates vowed to keep the flames of their Alma Mater aglow wherever 
they would go by following the school’s teachings, which are deep-rooted in them. As they sang ‘O God Our Help 
in Ages Past’ they meant it with their hearts, that God, alone would be their guide and the light.
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The Ceremonial March of the Graduates The Graduates during the ceremony 

Welcome Address by Mrs Sheila Alexander, Senior Vice 
Principal (Academics) 

Address by the Chief Guest

Expression of Gratitude by the Coordinator- Higher Secondary 
School 

Lighting of the Graduation Lamp

The students were acknowledged with Graduation Certificates and Special Awards for their allegiance to the school. 
The vote of thanks was proposed by the Coordinator of the Higher Secondary Section, Mrs Vimala Rani Jacob. The 
choir from the graduates sang ‘Funky Town’ and took us through a video presentation on man-animal conflict. 

The spark of the day was not over as the outgoing batch took a lighted candle and strove to make their lives a 
lighted candle for the world. The school wishes them and their futures to be a lighted flame abroad!
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The GSIS team at the Universal Studios

For a future astronaut, the NASA Space Camp is out of this world. Where else can earthlings bounce around in 
a 1/6th gravity chair - which makes you feel as if you’re walking on the moon, in 16% of the Earth’s gravity - or 
experience what it’s like to tumble down during re-entry to Earth in a multi-axis trainer?

The GSIS team of forty-eight students and four chaperones were in the United States for a fortnight-long visit. The 
students were absolutely delighted to have had a lovely and pleasant interaction with members of the Rotary Club 
of Decatur at a Pizza lunch and ice cream social organized at the Methodist Church in Decatur on 29 May 2016. 

A group of students comprising twenty-seven boys and twenty-one girls attended a Space Camp in the United 
States from 29 May to 03 June 2016. The camp was held at the US Space and Rocket Centre in Alabama. Students 
participated in impressive hands-on activities at the camp that allowed them to explore Science. The Space 
Camp had something for everyone that also included group activities, Aviation Challenge, classes and Robotics. 
The students were taught to make and launch model rockets. Some of them were dressed as astronauts in flight 
suits. The young astronauts learnt to live and float in space. They learnt about zero gravity, space stations and the 
principles of flight. A variety of activities at the camp helped them develop an interest in space and nurture team-
building and problem-solving skills. Instructors were patient, friendly, encouraging and knowledgeable about 
each pursuit. Ms. Citra T Pillai, a girl of Grade 10, achieved the Top Gun award in the elimination competition.  
Ms. Anushree Saikia of Grade 12 was selected as the recipient of the Right Stuff award as she displayed qualities 
such as leadership, sound decision making, and the seeking and sharing of knowledge - the characteristics of the 
United States space explorers. Congratulations to both of them! The students felt that the camp had prepared 
them to be the next generation of astronauts.                                                   

Participating in a Space Camp
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The GSIS team visited various amusement parks in Florida from 04 June to 11 June 2016. Students spent their 
time in the natural-style exotic environment of Busch Gardens, SeaWorld, Blizzard Beach, Islands of Adventure, 
Universal Studios and Magic Kingdom, some of which also offered roller coaster rides, taking a trip around rich 
foliage, lagoons and wild animals in their lush rainforest habitat.

Students at the Space Camp 

SeaWorld theme park in Orlando

The Shepherdians attending the Pizza lunch and ice cream 
social in Decatur

An interactive parade at Universal Studios in Orlando

US Space and Rocket Centre in Alabama  
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Teachers and co-curricular staff during the orientation programme

The main objective of conducting an orientation programme is to transform a teacher into a learning and creative 
teacher. It is possible only when we identify the relevant contents and methodology. The return of the natives 
after a rejuvenating winter break of Yuletide chorals, farewell to a year of events and memories and welcoming the 
New Year with hopes, smiles and resolutions, was further welcomed with the Orientation Programme to reorient 
ourselves to our duties and responsibilities.

Again, assuming new duties and being in unfamiliar surroundings may cause a little stress and some anxiety for the 
new employee. If the chill of the Ooty winter welcomed us on the day of resuming duties on 17th January 2017, it 
was the warmth of the welcoming smiles which greeted us on the morning of 18th January with the first Orientation 
of the year. Moving ahead with time, the programme envisaged updates of the accreditation process for which we 
needed  to make all preparations. The updates and targets were presented in the Welcome Address by the Senior 
Vice Principal, Mrs Sheila  Alexander who congratulated the teaching community for their efforts and hard work 
and reiterated the need for dedication, setting of goals,  self-introspection. She presented a quick run through of 
the accreditation, Review and Evaluation Process which are on the anvil. The address ended with a beautiful lilting 
melody by Louis Armstrong, ‘What a wonderful world.’ This was followed by an interesting activity session by the 
Higher Secondary Coordinator, Mrs Vimala Rani Jacob, on the IB 5 YEARS’ REVIEW – Standards and Practices. It 
was a refresher exercise for all the teachers to get oriented to the 5 year review of IBDP which is to take place in 
February  2017. 

After this rejuvenating session, following tea break, all staff assembled to resume the programme. This post tea 
break session comprised the presentation of ATTL (Approaches to Teaching and Learning) Skills, its incorporation 
to sample unit plans starting with English presented by Manisha Mann and Ms Rumpa Sarkar  highlighting the 
recent Bangalore incident in classroom activities. Ms Sarkar demonstrated through a powerpoint presentation how 
ideas can be generated to initiate a debate and follow up with an argumentative essay. Ms Manisha simulated an 
IB English Language and Literature class where they will analyse a blog based on the Bangalore incident. Both 
the teachers incorporated Approaches to Teaching Skills such as inquiry, conceptual understanding, connecting to 
local and global contexts, effective teamwork and collaboration and differentiated to meet the needs of the learner 
and assessed by formative and summative assessments. The effective learning skills incorporated in this exercise 
was thinking, communication and social skills. English class was followed by Science class taken by Mr Palash 
Chakraborty and  Mr Ashish Rajwadi on General Sciences, Maths class by Mr Muthumanickam and Ms Amita Singh 
and Humanities by Ms Siby Gladis and Mrs Omana.

After the reinforcement of teaching and Learning skills, Mr Uday Kumar took a pre-lunch session on dining 
etiquettes. Post-lunch session introduced Inclusive learning, ‘Power of Inclusion’, by Mrs Anila Kalyan, Director of 
Counselling. This session was followed by the Section Coordinators’ meeting  with their respective sections. 

Orientation Programme
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Model Security Council session in progress

On 15th September 2016, Good Shepherd International School gave a valuable opportunity for the Shepherdians 
to put across their opinions and argue and refute each other. Good Shepherd is a unique school, giving chances to 
the ones, who hardly speak out or the ones who are hardly heard. This was a platform for the children to be more 
expressive and opinionated. All hail Good Shepherd! 

The Chief Guest, Mr Madhusudan Ganapathi, IFS (Retd) and his wife, Mrs Uma Ganapathi were formally ushered by 
the bugle call and welcomed by the Senior Vice Principal (Academics), Mrs Sheila Alexander and the school Head 
Boy, Master Bhavesh Joshi and the Head Girl, Ms Yachi Sipani.

The Chief Guest after having expressed that the ambience in the auditorium was so conducive to occasion that 
it actually made him feel that he was in the UN. He gave an awe-inspiring speech which was so informative and 
interesting that the children were greatly benefitted. When the time came for the students to ask questions, he was 
impressed by them. To bring in some fresh breath after the motivating session, a joyous song ‘Where is the love?’ 
by Will-i-am, was sung by the Higher Secondary School choir. 

Master Bhavesh Joshi, the Head  Boy as well as the Secretary-General of the GSMUN 2016 enlightened us about 
the events, which would enfold in the ensuing days. This year, the theme of the GSMUN was to have ‘Recognition, 
Reconciliation, Restoration towards world Peace’. The nine Committees of GSMUN 2016 and their Heads are as 
follows:

1. Security Council -  Jefrin Moidoo 
2. Economic and Social Council ( ECOSOC) - Ishaan Chopra
3. General Assembly 1 (Disarmament & International Security - DISEC) - Kevin Patrick
4 General Assembly 2 (Economic & Financial Committee - ECOFIN) - Pratyush Jigar Mehta
5. General Assembly 3 (Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee - SOCHUM) - S Akshay
6. General Assembly 4 (Special Political & Decolonization Committee - SpecPol) - Abhyuday Surekha
7. Human Rights Council (HRC) - Amiya Chandramouli
8. Environmental Commission (EC) - Sahith Reddy 
9. Youth Assembly (YA) - Rijul Narwal

Good Shepherd Model United Nations: Expanding Visions through Dialogue
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Sir William Mark Tully addressing the delegates

Flag Presentation Ceremony in progress

Secretary General of GSMUN 2016: Master Bhavesh Joshi

Mr M Ganapathi, IFS (Retd) addressing the delegates

Each Co-Heads of the committee introduced their respective committees with PowerPoint presentations. Some of 
the committees were new ones which added shine to the existing ones. Each committee had a respective venue to 
unfold their functions. The atmosphere was charged with heated sentiments which made us realise how engrossed 
our Shepherdians are in the global burning issues. Debates kept every student interested and engrossed. They 
introduced resolutions, some of which were passed while others were vetoed. This platform to inform and be 
informed was so strong in its achievements that it gave new dimension to the classroom learning. Their global 
awareness and the knowledge of the burning issues are highly commendable. 

The second day, Sir William Mark Tully, the Former Bureau Chief of BBC, New Delhi inaugurated the session. His 
life and achievements are an inspiration by itself. His awe-inspiring speech invited many questions from the 
student body, which Sir very gracefully answered. Such an imminent personality, who is a revered recipient of the 
prestigious Padma Shri as well as the Padma Bhushan,  was humble enough to talk about his ideologies and his 
authored books. 

The concluding day’s Chief Guest was  Mr Satnam Jit Singh, IFS (Retd), the Former Ambassador of India, the 
Former Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, of the Government of India. His world-wide experience in handling 
international issues was brought out well by his speech. The Shepherdians asked a number of questions which were 
dealt so well that we could only laud his eminence. Ban Ki-moon has rightly said, “As young leaders of tomorrow, 
you have the passion and energy and commitment to make a difference. What I’d like to really urge you do is to have 
a global vision. Go beyond your country; go beyond your national boundaries.” Thus the Shepherdians are truly 
indebted to these personalities, whose footsteps they can emulate in the future.
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Model Special Political & Decolonization Committee session 
in progress 

Model Economic and Social Council session in progress

A warm welcome to Mr Satnam Jit Singh, IFS (Retd) Mr Satnam Jit Singh, IFS (Retd), along with the Principal

Model Human Rights Council (HRC) session in progress Model Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee session 
in progress 
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As a school committed to nurturing global citizenship skills in her school community, Good Shepherd International 
School has been hosting the Annual Inter School Athletics Festival every year since 2003 to provide an opportunity 
for the local schools to make use of the facilities and help their students in nurturing their athletics skills. The 
14th Annual Inter School Athletics Festival was conducted with great zeal on the 20th of August 2016. The meet 
brought fifteen participating schools from the Niligiris District to the Palada Campus grounds.

The Superintendent of Police of the Nilgiris District, Mr Murali Rambha, IPS, the Chief Guest of the day unfurled 
the athletic festival flag and inspected the Guard of Honour presented by the school bands and the athletes of the 
participating schools.

The Chief Guest took the salute from the athletes as all the contingents took part in a well-synchronised March 
Past. The March Past was followed by the Athletic Torch Run in which all the representatives of the various schools 
took part. The Athletics flame was then lighted by the torch bearers who initiated the start of the Festival. The 
Senior Vice Principal (Administration), Brig. Suresh Kumar, VSM (Retd.), delivered the welcome address. The Chief 
Guest addressed the gathering pointing out the importance of participation and sportsmanship.

After the Meet was declared open, the School Games’ Captain led the participants in the Athletic Festival Oath. The 
following schools participated in the Athletic Festival:

1. Rex Senior Higher Secondary School
2.  Riverside Public School
3.  Nazareth Convent High School
4.  Oxford International School
5.  Gurukulam Matriculation School
6.  Crescent Castle Public School
7.  Crescent Castle Matriculation School
8.  Nilgiris Matriculation Higher Secondary School
9.  Woodside School
10.  The Lawrence School
11.  Mahatma Gandhi Matriculation Higher Secondary School
12.  Brindavan Public School

14th Annual Inter School Athletics Festival

March Past of the athletes
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13.  Hebron School
14.  Good Shepherd International School
15.  Unique Public School

The excited cheers from the stadium and the fields reverberated and created an aura of excitement all around.  The 
track and field events went on simultaneously and in quick succession. A great many certificates were carried away 
by the participants from all around the district. The PT teachers encouraged the students so that they would raise 
the bar.

Mrs Sheila Alexander, the Senior Vice Principal (Academics), delivered the closing remarks appreciating all the 
students for their sportsmanship and whole-hearted participation. The National Anthem was sung after the Meet 
was declared closed. The participating athletes returned to their homes or to their dormitories with undying 
enthusiasm and a desire to excel further.                                                                                                                         

Mr Murali Rambha, IPS, Superintendent of Police of the Nilgiris District, inspecting the Guard of Honour

March Past of the athletes

Athletic Torch Run
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Girls’ sprint race in progress

Boys’ sprint race in progress   

Mr Murali Rambha along with the Senior Vice President and 
the Senior Vice Principals

Athletes taking the Oath

Address by the Chief Guest,  Mr Murali Rambha, IPS

Long  Jump event in progress
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High Jump event in progress Discus throw 

Winners on the podium

Closing Remarks by Mrs Sheila Alexander, Senior Vice 
Principal (Academics)

Athletic contingent of GSIS at the Athletics Festival 
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IAYP Residential Project : The Achiever is the only individual who is 
truly alive

For the betterment of the surroundings: A cleanliness drive

The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award is the world’s leading youth achievement award which equips young 
people for life regardless of their background, culture, physical ability, skills and interests. The journey is a personal 
challenge and not a competition against others; it pushes young people to their personal limits and recognises 
their achievements. 

Good Shepherd International School provides a conducive environment wherein our students go beyond the realm 
of academics. The school believes that not all learning happens in the classroom. Young people need experiences 
outside the classroom to become committed, responsible and fulfilled citizens of the world.

Our students who are being attuned to acquire a global mindset in this ever changing world have to get involved 
in the four mandatory sections of the Award Programme, namely Service, Adventurous Journey, Skill & Physical 
Recreation. This year our IAYP Gold aspirants took up the challenge by visiting Kolikarai and engaging in the 
decision-making process like effective communication, teamwork and divergent thinking in order to explore the 
multifarious possibilities in life and learning to adapt to a hitherto unknown environment. 

One of the notable events was the meeting between the participants and the executives of NAWA (National Aadiwasi 
Welfare Association) which centered around the understanding of the challenging lives of the tribal community 
and the discourse on the issues that assailed the tribal culture at large. The student community reflected and 
extended all support possible through Service by getting to live through their lives which sensitized them and 
made them reflect on the hardships others go through. Be it playing volleyball with the children of the community, 
shared sense of belonging and living space wherein the volunteers cooked for others. Students took the initiative 
of generating sustainable practices in terms of preserving the environment by engaging in a cleanliness drive 
whose objective was environment preservation.

This in turn heightened their understanding of human issues and moulded them into empathetic individuals ready 
to transform into global citizens who value different cultures and work towards the development of humankind.



THE SHEPHERDIAN  | 69|  THE SHEPHERDIAN68

The Indian music choir singing patriotic songs

GSIS Celebrates India’s 68th Republic Day

Good Shepherd International School celebrated the 68th 
Republic Day on 26th January 2017 with great enthusiasm, 
solemnity and grandeur in the school premises. The 
audience witnessed the wonderful sight of the high and 
fluttering Indian tricolor flag hoisted by the Guest of 
Honour, Mr V Kalyan Ram, Coordinator – High School. The 
whole school community pledged themselves to upholding 
the honour and integrity, diversity and uniqueness that is 
‘India.’ 

The celebration started with a patriotic speech by Pranav 
Sarawagi [IB 1B]. He threw light on how the past had paved 
the way for the present progress in our country. Rhea Rayidi 
[Fm 4A] followed suit in her discourse highlighting how the 
Seven Social Sins, if avoided, can protect our culture and 
diversity and bring progress. The singing of patriotic songs 
by the Indian Music Choir, acknowledging the martyrs for 
their sacrifices, was another acme of this day. 

The Guest of Honour, Mr V Kalyan Ram, addressed the 
gathering on the values of leadership. He reminded us 
that ‘the currency of leadership is transparency.’ He added 
that ‘education is the mother of leadership.’  He strongly 
underlined how it is obligatory to change the mindset 
steeped in narrowness, to lead the nation towards prosperity 
and living in a fair state, free of all the social evils.

The celebration concluded with the Expression of Gratitude 
by Mr Ajith P Jacob, Director of Activities.

Mr Kalyan Ram, Coordinator of High School,
hoisting the national flag
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Students attending the special assembly Master Pranav Sarawagi, IB-1B,  addressing the students

Ms Rhea Rayidi, FM-4A, delivering her speech Mr Kalyan Ram delivering the Republic Day address

Students celebrating the occasion

The ceremony was followed by a cultural programme. Teachers and students presented patriotic songs and group 
dances with a patriotic theme. Students also participated in various games such as kite flying and ‘uriyadi’ or 
hitting the pot. A teacher moved the pot up and down by tugging a rope while the students attempted to break the 
pot blindfolded. They also participated in tug of war testing their strength. All-in-all, they enjoyed this experience.
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Competitions Winners

Academics Winter

Art Spring

Athletics Autumn

Badminton Autumn

Basketball Spring

Chess Summer

Cricket Winter

Cross Country Race Autumn

Football Autumn

Golf Summer

Hockey (Palada) Spring

Dance Autumn

Debate (Palada) Winter & Summer

Dramatics Summer

Essay writing Autumn

Elocution Spring

Swimming Summer

Rifle Shooting Summer

Table Tennis Spring

Throwball (Fernhill) Winter

Tug of war (Fernhill) Spring, Summer & Autumn

Volleyball  Spring & Summer

Lawn Tennis Spring

Symphony (Palada) Summer

Spelling (Fernhill) Spring

Short story Winter

Squash Spring

Handwriting Summer

Music Summer

Quiz Summer

Recitation Summer

Yoga Summer

March Past  Winter

COCK HOUSE (2015 – 2016):  SUMMER HOUSE

Congratulations!

Inter House Competitions (2015 - 2016)
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“ Winning means you’re willing to go longer, work harder, and give more than anyone else.” 
~ Vince Lombardi

The Annual Inter House Athletic Meet 2017

Absolutely, and often dramatically, extra-curricular activities provide an outlet for creativity and can be the core 
of how a child attains self-esteem. Considerable percentages of children lose interest in school, especially if they 
aren’t doing well in their classes. Extra-curricular activities can often provide the boost of success, the affirmation 
that ‘yes, you can succeed!’ at a critical time for many kids, helping them to stay interested in school and providing 
an incentive for them to succeed in their classes. Other benefits include having a sense of team spirit and belonging, 
personal pride and an understanding of the value of fair play, an increased sense of honesty and trustworthiness, 
and, importantly, the prevention of drug and substance abuse.

On the 6thth   of April 2017 the School Grounds played host to one of the oldest and most prestigious events in 
the School’s calendar: The Annual Inter-House Athletic Meet. Keeping up the tradition, this year too, the school 
organized its Sports Meet with the same flamboyant spirit. A sunny and bright morning heralded the Annual Inter 
House Athletic Meet for the year 2016 -17, bringing together all the four Houses on the greens to showcase their 

Inspection of the Guard of Honour  

Students assembled on the ground
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agility and physical prowess. The Good Shepherd Indoor Complex was geared up for the Ceremonial Guard of 
Honour  and March Past, where all the houses assembled to fall in their contingents.  

The Chief Guest for the occasion was Mr Sumesh Lekhi, Alumnus of Good Shepherd International School, 
Ootacamund, and his gracious wife Mrs Rashmi Lekhi. The ceremonial March Past was followed by the symbolic 
lighting of the Torch by the  leading athletes of our school. The Chief Guest, in his address, declared the Meet Open. 
The young athletes led by the Games Captain, took the oath to abide by the rules of Athletics in a spirit of fair 
competition. The oath was led by the Games Captain for the year 2017-18.

The Chief Guest along with the Principal and other dignitaries

A view of the spectators

Athletic Torch Relay in progress

Drummers’ Call

The Chief Guest taking salute from the various contingents March past of the Brass band
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Boys’ relay race in progress

Girls’ relay  race in progress

With the resonating Drummers’ Call deftly playing a melodious rhythm, the events for the day commenced with 
the 100 metres finals for boys and girls of all divisions. The young athletes representing their Houses stormed 
through the tracks running with the zeal and spirit of sportsmanship which was an evidence of rigorous practice 
and passion. The enthusiastic spectators comprising the school students, members of staff and the loving parents 
were treated to hours of adrenaline rush when the 4 x 100 metres relay for all divisions of boys and girls kept 
the spectators on the edge of their seats as the runners raced along the tracks handing over the baton to the 
subsequent runner with utmost precision and timing till the final runner made it to the winning point. This was the 
heart-stopping, breathtaking event which had the students of the four Houses cheering the athletes. 

The major attraction of the day was the Guest event – the IPL musical game. The IPL season and fever was brought 
alive in the lush green stadium with the High School Coordinator Mr Kalyan Ram inviting all the guests to represent 
the   IPL teams. It was wonderful to see all the parents come down from the pavilion, to enthusiastically participate 
in the Guest event.

After the welcome address by the Director of Counselling, Mrs Anila Ann Mathew, the Chief Guest  for the day, 
our beloved alumnus, Mr Sumesh Lekhi in his speech appreciated the young athletes and shared some nostalgic 
moments of his years in school representing his House in Athletic Meets. As the bright lights dimmed, so did the 
bright sparks of competition amongst the now very worn out athletes. It was therefore quite surprising to hear the 
roar of the proud students of Spring house as they were announced the victors of the Annual Inter House Athletic 
meet 2017! This was followed by the most awaited moment, the prize distribution felicitating the individual 
champions, the new Meet Records set by athletes, both boys and girls, and the coveted Hassan Ali Khan Memorial 
Shield. This year the shield was won by Spring House scoring 60 points followed by Summer, Autumn and Winter 
respectively. The prizes were distributed by Mrs  Rashmi Lekhi.



THE SHEPHERDIAN  | 75|  THE SHEPHERDIAN74

The Inter House Athletic Meet concluded with the expression of gratitude by the Director of Activities, Mr Ajith P 
Jacob and the Chief Guest declaring the Meet closed. The curtains came down with the School Anthem. The event 
ended with a cheerful note filled with promises for all the young sports enthusiasts. 

The Chief Guest addressing the students, their parents, 
guardians and other guests

Mrs  Rashmi Lekhi distributing trophies

Winners on the podium

Guest Event in progress Students of Spring House with the Hassan Ali Khan Memorial 
Shield
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Boys’ freestyle swimming competition in progress

The Winter House bagged the first place in the Annual Inter House Swimming Competition held this year in March, 
at the Palada Campus Indoor Swimming Pool. It was a close fight with Spring House right at their heels, closely 
followed by Autumn and Spring. The three-day competition exhibited the best of the following events:

25 m Freestyle/ Back stroke/ Breast stroke/ Butterfly stroke, 
50 m Freestyle/ Back stroke/ Breast stroke/ Butterfly stroke, 
100 m Freestyle/ Back stroke/ Breast stroke/ Butterfly stroke

Relays:
4x25 m Individual medleys, Freestyle relay,  
4x50 m freestyle relay and 
4x25 m medley relay. 

Like in every year, even 2017 witnessed several records broken, all by students of Autumn House: in the 4x25 meters 
freestyle relay in 1:24.82 min in the Senior Girls’ division, 4x50 m Freestyle relay in 3:16.20 min in the Senior Girls’ 
division and 4x50 m Freestyle relay in 1:12.33 min in the Super Senior Boys’ Division. Certificates, medals and 
trophies were distributed to the winners of each event and the individual champions in the different categories. 
Ms Shikha Kurian of Autumn house, FM-3B, was named the Swimmer of the Year!

“If you want to be the best, you have to do things that other people aren’t willing to do.”
- Michael Phelps

Annual Inter House Swimming Championship 2017: 
GSIS Makes Waves!
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Start of the girls’ backstroke event Girls’ backstroke event in progress

Start of the boys’ freestyle event Girls’ freestyle event in progress

Winners on the podium
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A scene from the play, ‘The Mouse Trap’

Scenes from the play, ‘I Am Sam’

Inter House Dramatics Competition 2017

High School & Higher Secondary School

A scene from the play, ‘The Play of God’

Best Play : ‘I Am Sam’ (by Autumn House)        

Second Best Play : ‘The Mouse Trap’ (by Spring House) & ‘The Play of God’ (by Summer House)                                       

Best Actor : Hitayu Kukatla (Autumn House)                                  

Best Actress : Lithia Anil (Autumn House)                                  

Second Best Actor : Vedant Sagar (Winter House)                                       

Second Best Actress : Chanmolu Krithi Ridhi (Summer House)                                                                                                                                                                                  

Congratulations to the winners and all the participants!
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Inter House Classical & Folk Dance Competition 2016

High School & Higher Secondary School

The Inter House Classical & Folk Dance Competition for girls of High School and Higher Secondary School was held 
in the Palada Campus auditorium of GSIS on Monday, 28 November 2016. The results in the various categories are 
mentioned below:

Grade 9 : Classical Group Dance

Names of students House Position

Gayatri Dinesan
Autumn IJahanvi Agrawal

Aastha Dinesh Dulhani

Manjiri Heda
Winter IILalitha Nimmagadda 

M K Sowparaniha

Jennifer Jaison
Summer IIIAlice Deswal 

Abinaashree Kanagaachalam

Autumn House team

Winter House team Summer House team 
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Grade 11 : Classical Group Dance

Names of students House Position

Amisha Agrawal 
Autumn INidhi Murali

Jasleen Kaur Gandhi
Winter IIShiksha Singhania

Ghanta Hari Chandana
Summer IIIChanamolu Krithi Ridhi

Autumn House team

Winter House team Summer House team
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Grades 9 & 11 combined:   Folk Dance

House Position

Winter House Team I

Autumn House Team II

Spring House Team III

Summer House Team III

Winter House team

Winter House team   
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Autumn House team

Spring House Team  

Summer House Team

Well done!
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School Captain ESHWAR VANKADARI

Head Girl YACHI SIPANI 

Vice Head Girl MARIAM SAM KUNNIPARAMPIL 

Games Captains

Boys HRISHEE KEYUR SHAH

Girls
GINAISHWARYA ANNE JACOB

M SATHVIKA 

Library Prefects
Higher Secondary School                                                  MOHAMMETH HIBNU HISHATH

High School SHIVAM GARG

Co-curricular Prefects

Higher Secondary School 
 S AKSHAY

ANUSHREE SAIKIA

High School
MOHAMMED RASMI V K

YASHVI NAVNEETBHAI VADALIA

Environmental Captains BOYS GIRLS

Higher Secondary School - TUSHARA SAMARAJYAM

Middle School SRINIKETH KRISHNAN ELIZA ELIZABETH GEORGE

SPRING HOUSE BOYS GIRLS

House Captain DHRUV AGARWAL NAMRATHA ANIL

House Vice Captain AYUSH AGARWAL S ASHMATH

Prefects SHRITHANAY REDDY -

SUMMER HOUSE BOYS GIRLS

House Captain - SANOL AVANIISH MEHTA

House Vice Captain ARNOB SAHA SIDDHI SANJEEV DESAI

Prefects HAVISH YARLAGADDA SIMRAN KAUR HORA

AUTUMN HOUSE BOYS GIRLS

House Captain ANUPAM MANOJ SHRUTI DHULL

House Vice Captain DENNIS JOSEPH NETTO KHUSHI BHAVIN PARIKH

Prefects ISHAAN CHOPRA SHREYA HARSHITA TERLI

WINTER HOUSE BOYS GIRLS

House Captain VIDUR MAHENSARIA AMIYA CHANDRAMOULI

House Vice Captain SHANMUGANATHAN S NANDINI KOHLI

Prefects RATUL JAIN VALLIAMMAI KARUPPIAH

Prefects’ Council (2016 - 2017)
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House Reports
Summer House

Summer House brought all its promised goodness with it this academic year and much more. The house under the 
tutelage of Mr Rajeev Nair and Mrs Sheeja Samy, the Housemaster and Housemistress, spread its wings further 
down the success boulevard. The summerians never ran short of actionable enthusiasm under the prefectship of 
Adil Asif Thara and Ashwathi Anna Reji. Students of Summer House participated in all the events and took strength 
from their courage, integrity and ongoing spirit. They tried myriad ways to give their best no matter what  the 
outcome of the competition. 

Summerians managed to secure first position in several inter house competitions. They won first place for the year 
in Golf, Swimming, Rifle-Shooting and Volleyball. We continued our winning streak in Dramatics and have been 
holding the trophy two years in a row now. Our star actors were Thilak Elangovan, Bhavesh Joshi, Sanol Mehta, 
Shanmitha, Akshay Chandran and Anirudh Krishnan. We also won the Handwriting and Quiz competition. Our 
chess whizzes helped us bag the first place in the category. Summerians proved their oratory skills by winning the 
Debate competition as well. Bhavesh Joshi and R Sarvesh stood first and fourth, respectively. The house recited its 
way to the top position in the Recitation competition and stood first in Yoga too. The house remembers its long-
awaited win in the Symphony competition with a whopping difference among its competitors. In the inter-house 
music competition which included Wind, String and Rock bands, our talented performers stood first by a good 
margin. Farida Dechawaleekul, Jayanta Saha, Rachel Nangrime N Sangma and Arnob Saha are some of the worthy 
mentions. Our greatest glory was not in never falling but in rising every time we fell. The Junior School summerians 
won us the Tug of War and stood second in throwball. We lost the first place by a smidge in Art, Badminton and 
Football. The cherry on top of this splendid cake came with the nomination of two summerians, Bhavesh Joshi and 
Yachi Sipani, as the Head Boy and Head Girl of the school (2016-2017). 

Every summer has its own story and this year, we had a winning one. Our students put in their best efforts and 
excelled in several fields in bringing credit to the house. They proved their mettle as their collective hard work 
landed them first in the overall competition. Summer House raised the Cock-House trophy (2015-2016) this 
year after a good wait. We hope the house continues down this triumphant path for years to come. The spirit 
of competition was truly alive in the Summerians till the end. We learnt qualities like leadership, co-operation, 
team spirit, sportsmanship, organization and new skills in the process. We extend our sincere thanks to all the 
summerians and house tutors for their co-operation and co-ordination.

‘Winning means you’re willing to go longer, work harder, and give more than anyone else.’
- Vince Lombardi

March past of the Summer House

“Summer, after all, is a time when wonderful things can happen to people.”
- Deb Caletti
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March past of the Spring House

Spring marks a season of unlimited possibilities and joyous ventures. This spirit embodies in our “Young 
Springsters” who set out with renewed vigour to a new season of dance, drama, recitation, debate and sports. This 
year too, the students displayed their talents in various avenues. Spring House stood winner at different levels in 
Athletics, Badminton, Basketball, Cricket, Cross country, Dance, Hockey, Music, Rifle Shooting, Swimming, Throw 
ball, Volleyball, Lawn Tennis, Squash and Golf. There was an enthusiastic participation of students in all the inter 
house activities.

Under the able leadership and participation of Dhruv Agarwal, Namratha Anil, Shrithanay Reddy, Jefrin Moidoo, 
Rhea Bhandari, Sarvesh Raul, Harshavardhan Garg, Viren Bachani, Sanchana Subraya, Aryan Dulhani, Divyakshi 
Nath, Atul Thard, Parnika Mandeep Bajaj, Palak Jain, Rhea Rayidi, Vinod Selvam, Varsha John, Ayush Agarwal,  
S Ashmath and Cibi Saran, Spring House had a year of high spirited participation.

The Co-curricular participation by the students of Spring House was noteworthy, with almost all the students 
showing their talent. The House won various Inter House Competitions. Dance, Dramatics, and Symphony were 
the activities looked forward by the students. The enthusiasm amongst the students was evident from their 
participation in the cultural activities. Springsters overcame their apprehensions and took part in events to realise 
their potential in events like elocution, debate and inter house dance events, realizing that winning a pedestal 
position is not a defining factor in life. The chance to participate and overcome one’s fear of participation was 
understood by most of the students, thereby making the process of learning a ‘journey of self-discovery.’

The achievements of Spring House this year is the result of teamwork exhibited by the members. Each one stood 
together in every success and failure, encouraging for participation over victory! Every single member of both the 
campus contributed to this great success. 

We also extend our thanks to the House Master, House Mistress and our tutors for their splendid work, valuable 
help and experienced advice. We are sure that our juniors will continue the fine traditions instated at GSIS. 
Everyone had a bit of fun and the activities unified us a little more as a House. It has been a memorable year for the 
Springsters as students discovered unknown facets about themselves and realized that success and achievement 
is a collective effort made by like-minded individuals. In the words of Carl F Gauss, ‘Life’, like the spring season is 
rife with endless opportunities:

“Life stands before me like an eternal spring with new and brilliant clothes.”
                                                                                                                  -  Carl Friedrich Gauss

“Unless a tree has borne blossoms in spring, you will vainly look for fruit on it in autumn.”
- Walter Scott

Spring House
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March past of the Winter House

The Winter House saw some great performances this year on account of the teamwork under the inspired leadership 
of the outgoing House Captains Vidhur Mahensaria and Amiya Chandramouli. We have always been committed to 
create an environment in the school which helps the young minds to blossom and provide a platform for individual 
thinking and holistic development of the child’s personality. 

We set standards and goals for ourselves and strive to achieve them in all walks of life: academics, sports,  
co-curricular activities, discipline or leadership. Our prominent achievement was in Academics, where the house 
stood first. We applaud the Winterians who bagged the first rank for academics. Samraat Sujoy Gupta, Shivam 
Garg, Mootha Vaishnavi Dhriti, Pavanrath,  Sriniketh Krishnan, Lakshith, Varshita, Harshita were some of those 
who contributed to the victory of the house. Winter House bagged the first place in the Short Story competition 
this year. Congratulations to the participants - Sriniketh Krishnan, Karan Shah, Nandini Kohli and Yash Sharma.

Another field of achievement was in Cricket where a few Winterians like Kushin Patel, Ratul Jain, Sahith Reddy, 
Mayank Ahalani, Harshit Navlani and Chiranthan Kundu were selected to represent the school for the district level 
matches, which brought honour to GSIS. The house emerged champions for the Rock Band competition with Kevin 
Patrick on vocals, Vansh Raj Nathani on drums, Akshat Mishra on guitar, Shivam Garg on Keyboard and Nandini 
Kohli on bass. Congratulations!

Dramatics is the most trying and alluring time of the year. The excellent house spirit of each Winterian made the 
play Our Town a success. Although we did not manage to lift the dramatics trophy, it was indeed a true fight to the 
end. The unity and enthusiasm of the house was seen once again during the inter house athletics competition. 
Congratulations on winning the most coveted March Past Shield. These are some of our accomplishments that 
we are proud of and we hope that they will serve as inspirations for the future. Carrying out such tasks involved 
patience, logical thinking and teamwork.

The House participated in all the events with great zeal throughout the year and took strength from their ongoing 
spirit. Our students gave a spirited performance even though it had its share of victories and disappointments. We 
are now gearing up to face another year of tough competition and have pledged to work harder. This has been a 
wonderful year and we would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to all the staff who have helped 
us and backed us up at all times. Our gratitude and sincere thanks to the constant and never-ending guidance of 
our House Master and House Mistress who inspired us to perform, believe in ourselves and face triumphs and 
defeats with true spirit of sportsmanship.

We congratulate the outgoing Winterians and we extend a warm welcome to the new faces.

“While I relish our warm months, winter forms our character and brings out our best.”
- Tom Allen

Winter House
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March past of the Autumn House

“Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;

Conspiring with him how to load and bless
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run;”

- John Keats

Autumn, the season which follows the Summer, is the season of fruition and fulfilment. Similarly, the House with its 
pleasant demeanour and with the soft west wind bringing laurels from all corners and the smiling sun bestowing 
its glory, has treaded a confident yet modest path of victory during the last academic year.

Giving credence to their effusing fortitude in the athletics, the Autumnites had lifted the bar of excellence with 
their laudable grit and valour. They had showcased their budding talents on the tracks with their speed. Badminton 
champions have made us proud too. Shuttling feather shuttlecocks to and fro with aptitude and artistry made 
the shows worth to behold. Running for a goal and winning a crown had always been a motto for the Autumn  
Cross-Country runners. As duck takes to waters, our runners raced across the highs and the lows of the school’s 
terrain, panting and puffing with only one goal in mind ‘We do not give up!’ This year, too, they were not behind; 
racing ahead of all runners, they brought smiles on all Autumnites’ faces. 

When we win as one, we are lesser winners than when we win as a team. The co-operation and team spirit shone 
through their prowess in football. “Football is like life - it requires perseverance, self-denial, hard work, sacrifice, 
dedication and respect for authority”. - Vince Lombardi. Remarkably the Autumn House footballers had them all, 
which prodded them to win the championship of football tournaments. Dancing through rain and shine has been a 
day-to-day affair for the Autumnites; hence, they gracefully danced to their victory even on the stage. Our children 
love expressing their thoughts and emotions through the portals of writing. Their pens are mightier than the sword 
and that is what they proved for the House Essay writing competitions. 

Our little ones are not far behind, they are tiny but they are mighty. The Fernhill campus champions did not let us 
down. They were the Davids before the Goliaths when it came to the Tug-of-war competition. 

The Autumn House has shown their ingenuity in a fair share of activities and made the House flag shine aglow. 
Their confidence and perseverance will take them miles ahead. We have taken all failures in our stride and we 
have converted all mistakes into useful lessons. We are gearing up for stiff competition from other houses and 
look forward to winning the Cock-House trophy in the next academic year. The Autumnites have learnt to put their 
best efforts in all the events. We will take part in each and every event and competition with even more vigour, 
enthusiasm and team spirit in the next year. Wish all the Autumnites the very best so that they take on the new year 
with steadfastness and readiness. May the sunshine on Autumn never grow dim!

Autumn House
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Students of GSIS at the Coimbatore Rifle Club range 

Master Nithik Chalasani Master Vaagni Kodali Master Dwij Dipak Patel

You Made GSIS Proud!

Tamil Nadu State Shooting Championship

A shooting squad of seven boys and four girls were shortlisted from the school to take part in the 42nd Tamil Nadu 
State Shooting Championship for Rifle & Pistol organized at Coimbatore Rifle Club Range, PRS Grounds, Coimbatore 
from 3rd to 7th August 2016. The  shooting team of GSIS made their alma mater proud once again.

It was a 5-day event to prove their mettle in various categories. Four students were in red-hot form. They proved 
their shooting prowess and cornered glory at this event. Aditya Bhavesh Vaghasia of 10B bagged a gold medal with 
a total of 358 points in the youth (men) 10-metre air pistol event. Anushka Agrawal of FM 3A, Alice Deswal of 9B 
and Danielle Luzanne D’Souza of FM 4C won a bronze medal each with a total of 1032 points in the youth (women) 
10-metre air rifle team event. They also qualified to participate in the upcoming South Zone and Pre-National 
Shooting Competitions.  Congratulations! 

District Cricket Team

Master Nithik Chalasani, FM 3D and 
Master Vaagni Kodali, FM 3D were 
selected to represent the Nilgiris U-14 
cricket team. Master Nithik Chalasani 
is the captain of the Nilgiris U-14 
cricket team. They participated in the 
Tamil Nadu Cricket Association Inter-
District U-14 Cricket Tournament that 
was held at Tirupur and Tiruvarur in 
Tamil Nadu in July 2016.    

Master Dwij Dipak Patel, FM 4D, represented the Nilgiris U-16 cricket team and participated in the Tamil Nadu 
Cricket Association Inter-District U-16 Cricket Tournament that was held at Tirunelveli and Tirupur in Tamil Nadu. 
Well done! 
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Nilgiris District Cricket Association (NDCA): Special Awards

The Nilgiris District Cricket Association (NDCA) has announced two special awards to the following boys who 
excelled in the TNCA Inter District Cricket Tournaments held at Tirunelveli, Tiruvarur and Tirupur during the months 
of July and August 2016:

1. Master Dwij Dipak Patel, FM 4D, for his All-round performance in Under-16 age group  
2. Master Nithik Chalasani, FM 3D, for his batting performance in Under-14 age group.

The awards were presented to them at the Annual Prize Distribution Function held in April 2017. 

Inter School Cricket Tournament

Nilgiris District Cricket Association (NDCA) selected a few of our cricketers and they received special prizes on the 
basis of their outstanding performance in the Inter School Cricket Tournaments for the year 2015 – 2016. 

In the  Under-13 Inter School Cricket Tournament organized by The Nilgiris District Cricket Association (NDCA) 
starting  from 16 February to 14 March 2016, GSIS edged out Riverside Public School by six wickets in the finals 
which was held on 14 March 2016. They won the Nilgiris District Cricket Association Under-13 Inter School Cricket 
Tournament for the Selma / Selai Gowder Memorial Rolling Trophy at the Laidlaw Memorial School grounds. Master 
Nithik Chalasani, FM 3D, received the trophy. Master Yash Parin Shah, FM 3C, took 10 wickets in the tournament 
and was adjudged the Best Bowler of the Tournament. Master Vaagni Kodali, FM 3D, received a prize for the best 
bowling performance.

Best All-rounder:
Master V Sukeshwar Reddy

Best Bowler:
Master Yash Parin Shah

Master Nithik Chalasani 
receiving the Selma / Selai 
Gowder Memorial Rolling 

Trophy

Best bowling performance:
Master Vaagni Kodali

Master V Sukeshwar Reddy, FM  4A, has been nominated as the Best All Rounder in 
the Under-16 Inter School Cricket Tournament held for the Azhar Hassan Memorial 
Rolling  Trophy 2015 – 2016. This is a special award in recognition for his fine 
performance in the tournament. The special awards were distributed at the Annual 
Prize Distribution function held at JSS International School, Theetukal on 30 April 
2016. Well done!

We are also happy to inform you that Master Vedanth Sandeep Goenka, IB-1B, of GSIS 
has been nominated to receive a special award of Best Bowler for his fine bowling 
performance in the recently concluded Under-19 Inter School Cricket Tournament for 
the F K Irani Rolling Trophy 2016 – 17. Well done!Master Vedanth Sandeep 

Goenka
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Under-13 cricket team of GSIS:  Winner of Selma / Selai Gowder Memorial Rolling Trophy

Under-16 cricket team of GSIS:  Winner of Azhar Hassan Memorial Rolling Trophy

Azhar Hassan Memorial Rolling Trophy
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The Nilgiris District Cricket Association (NDCA) organized the Under-16 Inter School Cricket Tournament for the 
Azhar Hassan Memorial Rolling Trophy from 10 September to 14 November 2016. GSIS won the championship 
and the trophy. 

In a keenly-contested final match held at The Laidlaw Memorial School & Junior College of St. George’s Homes in 
the Ketti Valley on 14 November 2016, GSIS defeated Riverside Public School. Batting first, Riverside Public School 
were all out for 117 runs in 35 overs. GSIS also scored 117 runs and were all out in 29 overs. GSIS was declared 
winner of the final match by virtue of a better run-rate. Earlier, GSIS team topped in pool B in the league group stage 
and they defeated The Lawrence School, Lovedale, in the semi-final. Eight schools from the Nilgiris participated in 
the tournament. Master Dwij Dipak Patel, FM 4D, took 13 wickets in the tournament and was adjudged the ‘Best 
Bowler of the Tournament.’ Master Khushin Nilesh Patel, FM 4D, is the ‘Best All-rounder.’  

Congratulations to the winners! 

District-level Basketball Tournament

The District-level Basketball Tournament for boys was held at HADP Basketball court under the aegis of Sports 
Development Authority of Tamil Nadu on 28 July 2016. 

GSIS boys team defeated Government Higher Secondary School in the final. 
Score:  65 - 40   
Well done!

NDBA District-level Basketball Tournament 

The District-level Basketball Tournament for U-19 boys for the year 2016-2017 was held at HADP Indoor Basketball 
court under the aegis of Nilgiris District Basketball Association from 31 October to 02 November 2016. 

The GSIS U-19 Boys’ team emerged runner-up. In the final match, The Lawrence School, Lovedale, defeated GSIS. 
Score:  55:48   

GSIS U-19 Boys’  team
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District-level Athletics Competition

The District-level Athletics competitions for boys and girls were held at HADP Athletic Stadium on 29 July 2016. 
The results are mentioned below:

S. No. Name of student Class Event Position Performance

1 Hari Prasath Manokaran IB-2D Long Jump First 5.56 m

2 Ishaan Chopra IB-2B Long Jump Third 5.46 m

3 Thilak Elangovan IB-2C
100 m sprint Second 11.78 sec

400 m race Second 53.21 sec

4 M Satheesh Raja IB-2C
3000 m race Second 11.20 min

High Jump Third 1.55 m

5 Aanya Devabhaktuni FM 4A Discus throw Third 19.47 m

Congratulations!

Nilgiris District Badminton Tournament

The Nilgiris District Badminton Tournament was held at Anna Indoor Stadium, Ooty, from 10 August to 13 August 
2016. 

We are happy to inform you that Master Ishan Abhay Shah, 10B and Master Mannat Singh Bhatia, IB-1B of GSIS 
were the runners-up in the U-17 boys’ doubles category. Ms. Aanya Devabhaktuni, FM 4A and Rithika Virgil, 9A 
were the runners-up in the U-15 girls’ doubles category. Well done! 

Ishan Abhay Shah Mannat Singh Bhatia

Master Eshwar Vankadari Master Yuv Asthana

Aanya Devabhaktuni Rithika Virgil

District-level Table Tennis Tournament 2016

The Sports Development Authority of Tamil Nadu 
(SDAT), Nilgiris, organized a District-level Inter School 
Table Tennis Tournament  on 23 August 2016 for 
Higher Secondary School boys. The tournament was 
held at Anna Stadium in Ooty. 

In the boys’ doubles category, Master Eshwar 
Vankadari, IB-2B and Master Yuv Asthana, IB-2D were 
the runners-up. 

Well done!
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Good Shepherd Rolling Trophy: Inter School Soccer Tournament 2016

The Annual Inter School Soccer Tournament for U-19 boys was held at the Palada Campus Open Air Stadium of 
Good Shepherd International School on Tuesday, 22 November 2016.  

The following six teams participated in the tournament:

1. Nilgiris Matriculation Higher Secondary School

2. Crescent Castle Matriculation School

3. Hebron School

4. The Laidlaw Memorial School & Junior College, Ketti

5. Good Shepherd International School - Team A 

6. Good Shepherd International School - Team B 

Good Shepherd International School - Team A emerged runner-up. In the final match, the resolute Good Shepherd 
International School - Team A was held to a frenetic goalless draw by The Laidlaw Memorial School & Junior College 
at the end of the stipulated time. The Laidlaw Memorial School & Junior College proved a tough contender for 
the defending champions. The match was equally contested and both teams missed some golden opportunities. 
In the penalty shoot-out that followed, The Laidlaw Memorial School & Junior College defeated Good Shepherd 
International School - Team A and won the trophy. Score: 3 – 1

Our students received the following special prizes:

Best Player : Master Pratyush Jigar Mehta, IB-2C

Best Midfielder : Master M Satheesh Raja, IB-2C    

Best Goalkeeper : Master Hari Prasath Manokaran, IB-2D                

Mr Alistair R A Freese, the Acting Principal, The Laidlaw Memorial School & Junior College, Ketti, gave away the 
trophy, special prizes and certificates. Congratulations! 

Runner-up: GSIS U-19 Boys’ Football Team A
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Best Player:
Master Pratyush Jigar Mehta

Runner-up: GSIS Hockey Team (U-14 yrs division) Master 
Tharun Vikash

Master 
Havi Patel

Best Midfielder: 
Master M Satheesh Raja

Best Goalkeeper: 
Master Hari Prasath Manokaran

Inter School Hockey Tournament 2017 

The Annual Inter School Hockey Tournament for boys was held at Brindavan Public School, Coonoor, on 29 January 
2017. 

In the U-14 yrs division, the GSIS team secured the second place. In the final match, the Brindavan Public School 
defeated GSIS team. The score was 1 – 0. Two players of GSIS were awarded special prizes. Master Tharun Vikash, 
Grade IX, was adjudged the Best Player of the tournament. Master Havi Patel, Grade IX, was declared the Best 
Goalkeeper. Well done!
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Best Bowler

We are happy to inform you that Master Meet Dobariya, FM-1C, was selected as 
the Best Bowler in the U-13 yrs Inter School Cricket Tournament for Selma / Selai 
Gowder Memorial Rolling Trophy for the year 2016 - 2017. He took 10 wickets in 4 
matches. The tournament was held in February / March 2017 in the Nilgiris. 
Well done!

Master Meet Dobariya

Master Maanav Trehon

Nilgiris District U-19 Cricket Team

Master Maanav Trehon, IB-1C, has been selected for the Nilgiris District U-19 cricket 
team. He participated in the Tamil Nadu Cricket Association (TNCA) U-19 Inter 
District Cricket Tournament that was held from 19 - 20 January 2017 at Dindigul, 
Tamil Nadu. 

“Failure will never overtake me if my determination to succeed is strong enough.” - Og Mandino

“It is very easy to defeat someone, but it is very hard to win someone.”  - Dr A P J Abdul Kalam

“Great dreams of great dreamers are always transcended.”     - Dr A P J Abdul Kalam

“Confidence and Hard work is the best medicine to kill the disease called failure. It will make you a 
successful person.”                                                                 

- Dr A P J Abdul Kalam

“Mystery creates wonder and wonder is the basis of man’s desire to understand.” - Neil Armstrong 

“I swam the race like I trained to swim it. It is not mathematical. I just let my body do it. It is a lot easier if 
you let your body do what it is trained for.”

- Ian Thorpe

“The man who is swimming against the stream knows the strength of it.” - Woodrow Wilson

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/n/neil_armstrong.html
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Dr Sridhar Jagannathan addressing the students and staff

Speeches delivered at Special Assemblies

Speech of Dr Sridhar Jagannathan at a Special Assembly held in 
GSIS on Friday, 5 August 2016 

Topic :   ‘How to live life strategically?’

Good evening everyone,

Thank you for the very warm welcome that I just received.  Dr Thomas, Mrs Thomas, distinguished staff and all the 
wonderful students, it’s a pleasure to be here. It’s a rare honour, I didn’t expect it. I was just travelling with my good 
friend Sunil and I said let me hike along on his journey and it’s been quite some years, 30 – 40 years, since I visited 
Ooty, so I said let me tag along. So I’m just tag along kind of person and Sunil was telling me about this wonderful 
place and I asked would it be helpful if I talk to a few students. I don’t know whether it will help the students, I 
know it always helps me to talk to young minds. So I was hoping for an opportunity to meet a few of you and look, 
behold, Dr.Thomas, invited me to be present before you. The particular reason I’m excited in talking to all of you is 
because you are the future. You’re going to create things which are magnificent, that we cannot begin to imagine 
and in that frame of things I wanted to add a little bit of encouragement along your journey. So with that let’s begin, 
this is intended to be informal; I’m a very casual person, so feel free to ask questions, engage in the dialogue; I 
believe that there should not be a single meeting for anyone who attends office where we do not have question 
of some kind.  A question as to why someone said something. A question as to whether someone said was indeed 
right. A question as to whether it could be extended further. All progress is made by a challenge status code not 
when you follow the status code. So, with that, as I say things and especially towards the end of my presentation 
be sure to have your hand up get a mike and ask a question, alright?  It is welcome, it’s encouraged and I tell you as 
a speaker that is the only reward that I need that someone actually listened and actually had a question and even 
more importantly that they have a point of view which is different than mine. If all you did was to agree with me 
it’s not a very useful discussion, alright, so with that let’s begin. When I was 50 years old, it so happened that I was 
in Pune at the Aga Khan Museum for Gandhi and it was exactly on my birthday and as I came back to my Hotel I 
thought let me jot down where I’m going in my life and I drew this simple diagram for myself and I showed this to 
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a few people and they said Oh! This is interesting and I thought I will share it with you. I divided my life into three 
parts 0 – 25, 25 – 50 and 50 – 75.  

And the first 0 – 25, I said it’s about learning and not that one stops learning at that point but traditionally we have 
focused during that amount of time and let’s get a foundation of knowledge and assistance.  

The next 25 you need to think about family, about stability, about things that make you o.k. in life.  But then I said 
that last 25 years of one’s life could be devoted to the key notion of what do we give back. Now anything that we 
use today is built on the shoulders of tens and thousands of people. If you take this one little device which we are 
so dependent on today, would you believe it, that this device, the foundation of this device, was by a Hollywood 
actress?  Not an Engineer, not sophisticated in education, but she was the key person who in World War II gave the 
key insights on how to build a cellular device. So everyone of us has not only an opportunity but an obligation to 
advance society as we go along. So one key point I want to pass on here is, if you are looking backwards at your 
life at some point of time, what would you say, you gave back. It’s easy to understand what you take, you take the 
TV for granted, you take our systems, trains, the aeroplanes, everything for granted. What are you going to give 
back? It’s a journey that we are all on. There has already been a detailed biodata given and the intend of this slide 
is not to give my biodata but just to sketch the notion that in that same frame that 0 – 25, 25 – 50, 50 – 75, have 
kind of demarked things to blue, which are, learning centric, green, which are, I was earning and contributing at 
that time in terms of you know, what I did for the society and then later on things which are non-remunerative 
which I did for either curiosity or for purposes of social welfare. So I started off and my father told me, become 
a Mechanical Engineer and I went to IIT Kharagpur along with Sunil Kumar and I said I don’t want to become a 
Mechanical Engineer, instead the world of the ocean fascinated me, so I drifted into Naval Architecture, then I went 
on to do my PhD in Ocean Engineering where I was curious about why do waves break? You go to the beach and 
why does the wave curl up and break, so that was my PhD. thesis. I focussed a lot of attention on Tanker safety in my 
first job. This was when the oil tanker, Exxon Valdez, crashed in the Gulf of Alaska and it caused immense damage 
and became a hallmark event in how do you extract these minerals without causing damage to the world.  So, 
eventually, the world followed rules passed by the US Congress and all tankers are escorted today as they enter to 
follow these rules. Similarly, there are lot of floating bridges in the State of Washington, one and a half to two miles 
long bridges, which are entirely supported by buoyancy. We worked on that, one of more curious things, I worked 
on was a floating golf green at Coeur d’Alene. I’ve done a lot of technology management internet software, started a 
few companies, took one company public and so on. Then I got curious about the world of cyber warfare and cyber 
terrorism. I was in a company called Symantec which manufactures, you might know anti-virus software and the 
head of the division asked me to write an article about, something he want to do, in a speech, so I said o.k. let me 
write about cyber terrorism. And I was pondering on that concept and I was wondering what would happen to this 
world if armor digital artifacts can be accessed by parties, which you know are harmful to our interest. So I wrote 
this novel, I hope at some point, some of you might want to read it, it is set like a Bollywood movie, it’s got a Hindu, 
a Muslim, then they study computer science then they rush off to solve a problem set in China. We have global 
terrorism and all fun stuff, so try if you want. I focused on what happens to millions of people who, today in India, 
don’t graduate. The dropout rate in India is incredibly high almost 75%. So we have literally 400 to 500 million 
people who actually do not have a high school education. So I started this foundation called moveindiafoundation.
org and the focus was to try and use technology to solve skilling. Then personally I became interested in Karnatic 
Music and more lately I am going to show you one small video but before that I started getting involved in Diabetes 
and curious about Diabetes as a disease and the reason is diabetes is the silent killer. Hundreds of thousands of 
people are going to get Diabetes and the unfortunate reality is they could know it now, they could take preventive 
action but they don’t and they stumble into this horrible disease which can lead to heart failure, hypertension, 
strokes etc. So we are creating some software to help alleviate that issue. But finally the interesting part of what I 
am doing now is something called electric modular parts and let me show you what that is. I met a couple of Italians 
and I’m just so fascinated by their ingenuity, their architectural brilliance that I said I will work with you!  so see 
what these guys are doing and I want to give you a food for thought, see how you can change the world here.  

Wasn’t that cool!  That video!  So these guys are two Italian kids. The true inventor, the person who is compelled 
to create not for money but because of the joy of creation. That is I’ll tell you it is so magnetic, so mind blowing 
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and that’s what these guys are doing. One of them is in California with me in San Jose. He’s built his entire life size 
version of this, non-propelled yet in his garage and it was so big he could not fit it into his garage, so he had to bring 
it out and I told him, hey Immanuel, I’ll come and help you, he said no, I have to do it myself. The Sheikh of Dubai, 
many countries in the world including India are now focused on what they call Smart Cities and the ruler of Dubai 
also has Vision 2030 as he called it. So about one month back, they published that vision and they used our thing 
as to illustrate that vision. He didn’t ask us but we are hoping they’ll call us one of these days. Who would like a call 
from the Ruler of Dubai saying you know, I need to meet you?  I – yes exactly!  

Alright the question is what is happiness?  All of us pursuing happiness at great speed. The reality is happiness is a 
very complex issue, in many ways you can’t pursue it. Happiness, it says, it does not depend on what we have but 
rather than how we feel towards what we have. They’ve done surveys of different countries and remarkably some 
of happiest people in the world are in India. It’s an attitude and once you have it the world is a different place. 
So, true happiness, Emerson says, “A reward for a thing well done is just to have done it.” Robin Sharma wrote a 
series of very interesting books, one of them was called “The Monk and his Ferrari”. The real value of setting and 
achieving goals lies not in the rewards you receive, but the person you become in the process of achieving it. And 
the Bhagawat Gita says your right is to action and action alone, not the fruits thereof. You know, in the Bhagawat 
Gita, there is a section on “How Arjuna tries to win Dhraupathi” and the test is, he should look into a bowl of water 
and shoot at a whirling fish above. So he is looking down and shooting like this. So, I tell my daughter, I have two 
daughters, I used to tell my daughter - study as hard as you can and write your test and when you are done, you 
are done. All the value goes in the preparation of it. The learning comes from the preparation, not so much in the 
grade, so fire your arrow and don’t look at it whether it had hit the target.  But make sure you prepare for firing 
that arrow right. Three ways to happiness, one is what I call the pleasure principle. This is what Headedism is all 
about.  Let me get more and more and more and you see in the world. When you see particularly in unfortunate 
ways in India and other places. People think money solves happiness. A long time back, King Midol found out that 
getting infinite amount of gold does not bring happiness, it only brings sorrow. But people pursued all the same. 
The second principle, you call the paying principle. If only this particular pain went away I would be happy – right. 
If only my Boss was a better Boss, if only I’ve got this increment etc., etc., does not turn out to be lasting. The more 
lasting way to happiness turns out to be fulfillment. Fulfillments of our dream come true. Dr Thomas, would this be 
true – right – absolutely. When you have a vision and you execute that vision I’ll tell you that is true happiness. My 
slight note on this, if you pursue happiness you may get unhappiness. There are lot of people like that, but if you 
pursue fulfillment you will get happiness. 

Let’s talk about some incredible people that the world has seen. Like Michelangelo – At the time of the renaissance 
in Europe, this guy was just amazing! Now, a born creator, obviously he sculpted  David. I was in Rome and I am not 
a classical person, I don’t know enough, but I tell you when I saw the statue of David I literally had tears in my eyes, 
I really didn’t expect it to be so beautiful. Same thing with the Sistine chapel ceiling, it is just mind boggling, it’s 
beautiful. If you know how the ceiling is, he must have laid down and painted so many of those frescos, an incredible 
arduous task, similarly, Last Miniature, just part of that, look at what he says, “I saw the Angel in the marble and 
carved until I set him free”. The marble that he chose for David turns out, it was actually discarded marble and he 
turned it into the most amazing sculpture the world has seen. And see what he says, “The greater danger for most of 
us lies not in setting our aims too high and falling short but in setting our aim too low and achieving our mark.” Each 
one of you in this room is a genius, I tell you, you are born genius! You just have to uncover the genius inside of you. 
Once you sense that you have that genius and you do, your life will be different.  So how do you make an impact 
in life? Gandhi says, “Be the change that you wish to see in the world.” Wasn’t it remarkable for Gandhi who was a 
well educated Barrister in England? To be in South Africa and recognize upon the notion that he has to return to 
India to set India free.  I’ll tell you, in your shoes I would have said I don’t want South Africa, I think I’ll go back and 
practice law in England – right, why should one bother, is a remarkable way to look at the world. George Bernard 
Shaw, as we know, was a remarkably productive individual. But see what he says, “I would like to be the person I 
could have been but I never was.” He says, I didn’t set my sights high enough.  Imagine, that was a saying it was not 
high enough. “The heights by great men has reached and kept were not attained by sudden flight, but they, while their 
companions slept were toiling upward in the night.” All success comes not by accident but by an incredible amount 
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of effort. I’m proud to say Sunil is my friend but I know how hard he works to achieve the kinds of visions that he is 
showing you. I can well imagine that the people here, the staff, the faculty etc, worked incredibly hard to achieve 
what is put in front of you and I’m sure you are also doing the same thing. Finally when you work hard you’ll feel the 
satisfaction. Let’s take another great man, a contemporary of Michelangelo. Who knows about Da Vinci?  What is 
the one thing that comes to mind?  Mona Lisa – o.k. alright.  Who is Mona Lisa, do you know? There is still a mystery 
– right – o.k.  Anyhow, I went to Milan and saw the Last Supper on the wall. The story is that when Italy was been 
bombed in World War II and the Chapel fell apart, this was the one wall which did not fall, it remained intact. Quite 
amazing!  And he says the noblest pleasure is the joy of understanding. This guy was an incredible renaissance 
man. He’s credited with not only doing these amazing things like paintings, he’s credited with inventing multiple 
disciplines – paleontology, he is the inventor of the parachute, the helicopter, the submarine. He has diagrams for 
all of these. So impressive are Da Vinci’s recordings of his ideas that Bill Gates bought it and I believe he has in 
his house. Anyhow, since Da Vinci thought about the simple joy of understanding I wanted to give you one simple 
Maths trick, if you don’t mind. Who would like to learn this trick?  O.k. good! O.k. Suppose you go to the store and 
you bought something for 67 rupees and 35 paise and you gave a 100 rupee note back, how much should you get 
back. O.k. suppose I change the number, suppose it is 47 rupees and 33 paise. How do you calculate it? Now most 
people would calculate it on the method on the left. Won’t you do that?  Wont you take the 1 all the way to the last 
column – right, then you say from 10 subtract 5, I get 5, 9 subtract 3, I get 6 – right, true. That’s what I learnt, turns 
out there’s an old Indian trick, which tells you start from the left, subtract from 9, everything until  you come to the 
last column on the right and subtract that 1 from 10.  You believe it!  O.k. I’m going to give you the next one. You go 
to the store, it is 75 rupees and 33 paise, use the new rule, what’s the first digit – No, no, don’t give me the answer, 
I want the method – O.k.  I’ll give you a new problem, 56 rupees and 37 paise, when I say 56, when I say “Fif”, you 
should say 4, when I say 6 you should give me 3 – O.k.  Ready, 34, 26, first one is I want to hear the number six – 34, 
26 – 6, 5, 7, 4, everyone has the method – yeah!  Where does this come from?  Indians invented the decimal system. 
You know, how this decimal system works. In the Indian decimal system, suppose I give you a number like 56 that 
number can be represented in the normal western system as 50 + 6, would you agree and I say 56 No – you are 
shaking no, you say something else. 56 is 50 and 6 – know, normally. But in the Indian system you will say it as 60 
– 4, you could write it as 70 – 14 and so on and the reason is you should actually have negatives inside a number 
so if I write 60 and a 4 bar that means subtract the 4 from the last column, that makes it fifty six. Now if you start 
thinking of numbers that way suddenly, you can do miraculous things with numbers and it turns out there’s a whole 
series of things that you can do that.  This is what the Upanishad says, “We are what our deep driving desire is. As 
our deep driving desire is, so is our will. As our will is, so is our deed and as our deed is, so is our destiny.”  Look 
at the power of this saying, it says you can genetically code yourself to become what you want to become. If you 
have a deep underlined desire, it says you can become a fulfillment of that desire. How many of you have read a 
book called “The Alchemist”?  Oh man!  You people are way ahead of me.  I want to listen to you, I don’t think you 
should be listening to me. What does the Alchemist tell us, that book?  Yeah – anyone, speak up, quick, summary 
of the Alchemist, anyone? – No, too shy – o.k. it’s alright, we’ll move on, but I am not going to spare you at the end 
of the lecture. It’s just a warning shot. Now let’s come to Dr Abdul Kalam. I had the unique privilege of meeting 
him and he was so down to earth, so simple, yet the man was just absolutely incredible and he remained a teacher 
throughout his life and the beautiful thing is from a man of science, of rocketry, of engineering he stayed true to his 
other passions, he continued playing the Veena, he was a friend and colleague to his ISRO people, went and taught 
at Anna University, truly in our lifetime “A man of Genius.” 

The important thing in life is to take risk, too many people played safe and therefore they undermine their own 
potential. Success is the measure, not the position that you’ve reached in life, but obstacles you overcome. One 
of my daughters went to Stanford and I was talking to the Admission Officer and what she told me was, when we 
admit students we don’t look just at the grade, we just don’t look at has this person exceeded what other people 
have done in terms of grades etc. The question is what are the obstacles this person has faced, so she gave me 
an example of a child who had come as her parents were illegal immigrants. They slipped through the border, so 
she came into the U.S, she didn’t know English, obviously they didn’t speak English at all. The parents obviously 
did relatively ordinary jobs - housemaids and things like that. So this person would have been under enormous 
difficulties. Yet that person got, let us say 3.6, there would have been other applicants scoring 4 and above. They 
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still chose that person, so because they want to value the fact that this person had the huge burden to overcome, 
how to participate in a society and do well. You discover new lands only when you sail away from the shore. Now, 
lot of you, have heard about Columbus and his voyages. Can you imagine how scary it must have been in those 
days, no maps, no navigation, so we have to take some men, take a few ships and say that I’m going to find a new 
country. I’m just boggled at the thought.  In our lifetime we have some such people there, are already over 2000, 
some people signed on for some trip to Mars with Virgin Galactic.  Elon Musk, who is the Founder of TESLA, is also 
the founder incredibly of two other great industries Spacex and Solar City. What he says is, I would like to die on 
Mars, but I don’t want to crash land in it, so he is building his own rockets to get to Mars, now that is vision. 

On more mundane issue my view is the sweetest mango hangs furthest away from the trunk.  So you’ve to reach 
out with the risk that you’ll fall. Now the important thing is it’s always better to act, not just think, the smallest 
of actions is better than the greatest of thought and to encapsulate that imagine there’s a thought, you attach it 
to a battery called will power, now with that there will be some resistance, friends calling you for a movie or you 
know, why don’t I just sit at home do nothing.  But if you overcome that inertia, before you know that if something 
happens and you’ve created an output. By the way, one of the things I want to warn you against is this scourge that 
I’ll call T.V.  It’s a drug, be very careful, it’s a drug that eats away your mind. Keep it small otherwise it takes away 
from the value the richness of life.  At our home not by compulsion, but by choice we’ve not had a T.V. for a longest 
time that I can remember. So what is it about playing the game of life? The view I came towards that it’s possible 
to think of life is a game and if possible play it like a chess game, though a bit strategically. Time is an asset which 
is being wasted. Especially at your age, time looks like infinitely long but all said and done time is finite. Out of 
24hours, usable time may be 6 in a day, you are a 25% uptime machine actionable time say 40 years. So you have 
a lot of time, 87000 hours of useful time! According to Malcolm Gladwell, you need about 10000 hours to do one 
activity, so from this primitive calculation you can do at least 8 things in your life or may be you can do one really 
well but the reality is there are lot of time and you can focus. If you think life as a chess game and you think of let’s 
say the King and Queen, the King may be the profession now and Queen may be profession, King may be wealth, 
but there are other chess pieces in life - family, friends, culture, society, religion, education right. So when you think 
of that and you say what are the chess pieces in my life that I need to move, you don’t wait all the way till the end 
and start moving chess pieces. 

You can do good to society now like cleaning up a little bit here or teaching a poorer kid, who is less advantaged, 
or you have an interest in photography, or you have interest in hiking, so indulge early in your life in terms of the 
chess pieces in your life and then you find that happiness is multi dimensional, that you are not waiting on that one 
job, that one promotion, that one salary increment that has to mean everything, it becomes multi dimensional and 
therefore complex, huge! Every piece is important in this chess board of life. So I say take your Vitamin C every day. 
One – Act with confidence  as I can see that in this audience all of you exude confidence, you see yourself doing 
things, commit to it. When you commit to it, then action somehow has a stronger consequence. And finally be 
creative, we are endowed with enormous thinking power, when you add these three, suddenly your life appears as 
a play and you are the script writer, the main actor, the director, the producer. When you are confident, committed 
and creative, you can play life strategically and you can live it passionately.

Thank you.
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Dr Tarun Chhabra addressing the students and staff

Speech of Dr Tarun Chhabra at a Special Assembly held in 
GSIS on Thursday, 18 August 2016

Dating back to the time of the mega continent Gondwana land. When Gondwana land began to split up over 70 
millions years ago, the Indian subcontinent continued to float along the ocean for tens of millions of years until 
it collided and impacted with Eurasia resulting in massive tectonic upheaval that culminated in the creation of 
the mightiest mountain chain in the whole world namely, The Himalayas. When The Himalayas was being created 
over 40 million years ago, The Nilgiris and this part of the Western Ghats had already acquired distinct ecological 
characteristics. Something that they became more and more distinct in a millennia that followed. You might enquire 
that if indeed there is this link between Nilgiris and Gondwana land, is there a floristic evidence to indicate the 
same. Indeed the plant that you see pictured here is a wild nilgiri balsam known as Impatiens gordonii that has its 
closest relative not here but in distant Africa thus spreading creations to the Gondwana land origin theory of The 
Nilgiris.

The Nilgiris is part of the South Western Ghats and it lies precisely at the place where the Western Ghats and 
the Eastern Ghats meet, thus endowing it with very unique ecological and geological characteristics and as you 
know, the Western Ghats has been designated as a global biodiversity hotspot. The Nilgiris lends its name to 
the very first biodiversity reserve in all of India and as its road side sign board tells us the NTR lies at the tri-
junction of three Indian states and encompasses an area of about five and a half thousand square kilometers. Now 
what is unique about this place? Look at the statistics, it occupies just 0.15 percent of India’s land area but it has 
20 percent of India’s flowering plants, 15 percent of India’s butterflies, 23 percent of India’s vertebrates and as 
much of 63 percent of India’s evergreen woody plants. It is because of this phenomenal biodiversity exhibited by 
this miniscule area that it was selected to be the very first biodiversity reserve in all of India. And all of us here 
today should be honoured to be living so close to the core of the NTR. On the right side you can see the different 
boundaries of the NTR and you can also notice that the number of protected areas are found within its confines - 
tiger reserves, wildlife sanctuaries, national parks etc. The Nilgiris biosphere reserve consists of the grassland of 
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the Mukurthi National Park, the western slopes of the Nilgiris, that is the Wayanad range of hills, the Silent Valley 
National Park, the Sathyamangalam range of hills, the Parson’s Valley range of hills, the Emerald Valley range of 
hills, the Avalanche Valley range of hills, the Pykara range of hills and they are all joined together taken for one 
particular hill 360 degrees around. 

Next is the Wenlock Downs reserve forest, the heartland of the indigenous Toda people is here. The Pykara lake 
is in the foreground and it stretches right Parson’s Valley to Glenmorgan. The Nilgiris has a number of ecotypes. 
The western slopes of the Nilgiris are closed with wet evergreen forests representing some of the most pristine 
rainforests left in this part of South India.  And on the south-western slopes of the Nilgiris are contiguous with 
the famous Silent Valley national park. So this is all dense rainforests, again on the other side of the Mukurthi 
peak, one can find dense rainforests. And this is the other side of Mukurthi peak and people often remark that 
this side of the Mukurthi complex of hills resembles a man’s face lying down. Do you agree with that?  Resembles 
a man’s face lying down, I also agree with you. But the dentist in me would remark that he certainly require a set 
of dentures. Now when you came up from Mettupalayam up the slopes you would have seen the slopes covered 
with semi evergreen forests. Similarly when you go on the other side of the plateau on your camps to Gudalur 
you find semi evergreen habitat. This is the famous Devarshola or Needle rock peak of Gudalur and you can see 
the semi evergreen habitats. This is the same Catherine waterfall, just below Kotagiri. You must visit it after the 
north-east monsoon in December to see water gushing and it’s also covered with semi evergreen forests. The 
Shola forests are sometimes referred to as living fossils. Because that sought to be relics of eminence of whatever 
once far more extensive forests dating back to the time of Gondwana land tens of millions of years ago. So that 
is why they are said to be living fossils. Usually the shola forests occur in conjunction with the grassland. This is 
how it looks like inside the canopy of a shola forest. Have you heard the grey jungle fowl, I’m sure many of you 
would have. If you enter any sholas you will hear the grey jungle fowl which you just heard in the background. At 
elevations of over two thousand meters we have vast tracks of high altitude grasslands. Not only is much of the 
fresh water hills generated in this grass hills but much of the flora and fauna is endemic to these high altitude grass 
hills.  At elevations of over fifteen hundred meters we have the mid elevation grass hills. And not only number 
of grass species are found here but also number of shrubs are found here like this date palm that you see here 
called Phoenix humilis, it’s a wild date palm. And it also provides wonderful habitat for many forms of wildlife like 
the Indian Gaur that you see grazing there and at low elevations also there we have the Savanna grasslands.  And 
these Savanna grasslands also have their own share of biodiversity as it exemplifies its beautiful ground orchid 
known as Eulophia spectabilis that is peeping out of the Savanna grasslands in Mudumalai National Park. The areas 
in and around the Mudumalai National Park are covered with vast tracts of moist deciduous habitat providing the 
perfect habitat of myriad forms of wildlife like the elephant that you see grazing there and they also have their 
own share of scenic spots like the must see Moyar Waterfall that you see to the right. So this is moist deciduous 
habitat and beyond the northern slopes of the Nilgiris we have vast tracts of dry deciduous habitat and this dry 
deciduous habitat is extensive. This represents the last road-free wilderness left in the Nilgiris, it covers hundreds 
of square kilometers about 4 to 5 hundred square kilometers, it’s much larger than the Mudumalai National Park 
and hundreds of elephants roam this area. It is full of wildlife and just behind can you see raining in columns here. 
Just behind where you can see raining in columns there’s a range of hills there and beyond those two hills lies 
one of the most amazing geological formations of the Nilgiris viz the Moyar Gorge. The Moyar Gorge is a must 
see for anybody, you must trek there and you can see it drops down precipitously at about 400 odd meters, the 
Moyar Gorge, and at the bottom of the Gorge flows majestically the Moyar river, closed on either side by forests 
and number of wildlife species from tigers, elephants etc., are found here to sheep species like the four-horned 
antelopes and the Blackbuck are also found here. Hundreds of species of birds are found in the habitat and the 
marshy fish are also there at the bottom of the Moyar Gorge, it’s taken a million of years for this Gorge to form. This 
is how it looks like at the bottom of the Moyar Gorge. 

Now at the foothills of the Nilgiris in different parts we have scrub woodlands. It could be secondary vegetation 
or it could be primary vegetation like this red cactus farms that you find in the Nilgiris in the scrub woodlands. 
The upper Nilgiris has a number of wetlands or swamps which are not only the repositories of much of the fresh 
water that is generated in the hills but they also have their own share of biodiversity as is exemplified by this wild 
balsam known as Impatiens. And coming to the Shola grassland ecosystem that has made the Nilgiris a unique 
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place, it has now been officially designated as a globally unique ecosystem. Now what is this? A Shola forest is 
basically a mountain stunted evergreen forest that nestle in the hollows between what otherwise extensive grass 
covered hills and there is usually stream flowing through this shola and this shola grassland mosaic is thought to 
have resulted due to a climatic condition of a combination of three different factors. One is due to the fires created 
by indigenous groups, the second is due to the harsh climatic control that are still prevalent here and those that 
had occurred in the aftermath of the pleistocene in area. All these contributed to the establishment of the Shola 
grassland mosaic. This is how it looks, the typical Shola grassland mosaic. So this is the real Nilgiris, the Shola 
grassland mosaic is what you must visit and see and much of the flora and fauna is unique to these places. Until 
a few decades ago the Todas had a firing ritual where they used to set fire to the grassland using fire sticks and to 
herald the onset of the winter season and the theory is, because of this firing ritual the grassland expanded at the 
expense of the forest, the Sholas. And incidentally, even today, all Toda ceremonies fire has to be made only with 
fire sticks of one species. For Toda rituals you cannot just use a match stick and light to fire. It has to be done with 
the fire sticks for all rituals. 

Most inhabitants of this area have seen that large parts of Nilgiris experience ground frost during winters. So any 
plants that are submerged under this frost condition and as the sun is rising early in the morning they have to 
transpire water, which they can’t do because subsoil is frozen. So what happens is that the plants which are under 
this frost condition here, they learn to go into hibernation, they will and will go into hibernation.  So this is how 
they cope with this harsh climatic factors and this is why what resulted in the biodiversity that we find here. You 
can see the frost close up, it can be so thick the frost in Nilgiris. During the south-west monsoon the extreme edges 
of the Nilgiris experience strong wind often crossing a 120 kms an hour and any tree species or plants species in 
the open grasslands that you see here are typically influenced by wind. The early morning temperature drops to 
sub-zero degree Celsius and the afternoon temperature goes to over 20 degree Celsius resulting in a different 
temperature amplitude of over 25 degree Celsius. This is the unique climatic phenomenon in the whole world. The 
plants learn to cope with this climatic condition by going into hibernation and they remain in that condition until 
the onset of the summer showers a few months later. 

The western parts of the Nilgiris experience phenomenal rainfall often crossing ten thousand millimeters annually 
that is ten meters of precipitation. 80% of which falls during the four months of the south-west monsoon, 
phenomenal rainfall is experienced in the edges of the western Nilgiris and any plants which are found in these 
areas had to cope with this deluge so well that we now call them as hydrophytes, which means water loving plants 
and the picture that you see here is one of the rarest of all the hydrophytic endemic plants of the Nilgiris, the wild 
balsam known as Impatiens densonii. It is found in just one part of the Nilgiris and nowhere else in the world and 
you can see it is dripping with water, so these are hydrophytes. Another unique aspect of Nilgiris flora and fauna 
is its affinity with the Himalayan species. Plants like Lilium, Gerbera, Justicia and the rhododendron that you see 
here all have their closest relatives in distant Himalayas, not anywhere else. Similarly, the mammals like the Tahr 
and the Marten have their closest relative, the Himalayan Tahr and the Himalayan Martin. And the Nilgiri Laughing 
Thrush, the bird of the Nilgiris, also has its closest relative, the Laughing Thrush of the Himalayas. Now the Nilgiris 
has over 90 plant species that are endemic to the Himalaya hills, which means that they are not found anywhere 
else on earth, so it’s a very unique place and what causes this biodiversity, this endemism in incidentally the plant 
that you see here is a wild balsam known as Impatiens nilagirica that’s also found only in one part of the Nilgiris 
and nowhere else on earth. 

Now what causes this endemism of plants in the Nilgiris? That makes it so unique. There’s something known as 
the Nilgiri upland highland effect. If you see the Nilgiri escarpments, the western edges of the Nilgiris, you’ll see 
that there’s formations of escarpments, this escarpments of cliffs that dropped on precipitously about hundreds 
of meters you can see here. So any plant species that got stuck in the fusion pockets along the edges for centuries, 
there was little chance for these plants to mix with or mingle with their parents stalk. So what happens was that 
these plant species gradually over thousands of years evolve into new species and that is why most of the endemic 
plants of the Nilgiris are found close to the plateau edges. So it is because of these cliffs that you have it in the 
edges of the Nilgiris that contributed to this upland highland effect and that is why we have this endemism of 
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plants that are not found anywhere else in the world. That’s why the Nilgiris is so unique, that the Nilgiris biosphere 
reserve was the first biosphere reserve in India like I mentioned. 

Now from what I mentioned about the extreme rainfall experience in the Nilgiris, it is no surprise that the Nilgiris 
is unique in terms of hydrology. But what I want to tell you is that in the western parts of the Nilgiris the amount of 
precipitation is on a par with what flows into the closest water body. For example, there is 400 mm of precipitation 
in three days that much of rainfall goes into the closest water body. Normally, in most parts of the world much less 
flows into the closest water body. So this is a unique phenomenon of the Nilgiris. The Nilgiris has been occupied 
by prehistoric times. People living in the Masinagudi area have discovered Neolithic stone axes around their 
dwelling places indicating that some people have been occupying these places from Neolithic times. There are 
other reminiscence of prehistory. If you walk up all over the Nilgiris you’ll find scores of places, hilltops or peaks of 
Nilgiris where you’ll find these pre-historic stone circles where thousands of years back in prehistoric times man 
has built these funerary stone circle. They are basically funerary sites. You can find them all over the Nilgiris only 
on top of the hilltops there and on the peaks, so these are pre-historic stone circles and then we have prehistoric 
rock art, when prehistoric man, many thousands of years ago has just dug up ochre, he has dug up ochre and 
painted the rock faces and these have withstood all the elements of nature for thousands and thousands of years.  
So they could have either painted like this or they could be edged like this of hunting sequences. And then we 
have prehistoric drains all over the Nilgiris. Thousands of years old open shrines and some which are getting to 
be covered, you know they transform from open shrines to partly covered shrines. And then we have dolmens; 
dolmens are basically vertical stones supporting horizontal capstone. We have prehistoric dolmens, this is another 
dolmen site here, so these are all the prehistoric sites of the Nilgiris. 

There is one more example, this is known as the cist and with a rectangular structure marked open like a stone 
circle but completely covered with stones, it’s known as the cist. So these are all the prehistoric sites of the Nilgiris.  
Coming to the indigenous people of the Nilgiris, the alu kurumbas occupy the southern slopes of the Nilgiris and 
these alu kurumbas are basically hunter-gatherers. They have their own language, their own tradition, their own 
culture etc. This is the alu kurumba hamlet. If you go down below Kotagiri, there is a place called Mamaram, you can 
trek to a place called Vellarikombe. It’s a alu kurumba hamlet and beyond Vellarikombe, if you trek on for another 
hour or so, you come to a huge rock face which are some of the most beautiful expressions of prehistoric rock 
art that you find in the Nilgiris. These are all prehistoric rock art, the whole rock cliff is full of these forms of this 
prehistoric rock art beyond Vellarikombe. Once a year during Maha Shivaratri, the Kurumbas organize a pilgrimage 
to the top of the pinnacle peak. Only Todas and Kurumbas are allowed, they go up to this pinnacle peak and light 
the sacred lamp there. So these are common deity hills but different deities. Now if you go down the south-western 
slopes you come to Pala Kurumbas, this is different kind of Kurumbas. Pala kurmuba hamlet is known and Thudukki. 
This is one of the remotest of all Kurumba hamlets in the Nilgiris and this was the way that the Todas used to go out 
to the outside world, contact the outside world in many centuries past.  Now some of you might have heard or read 
about the honey hunters of Nepal on National Geographic. Well, let me tell you that the Kurumba honey hunters of 
the Nilgiris gather honey in an old and spectacular fashion. Just before the onset of the southwest monsoon they 
go to these cliffs and there is a wind ladder which is suspended. The man goes on the fresh wind ladder which is 
made, he’s suspended, he comes down the smoke being released from below and you can see here that he’s using 
the bamboo basket, he’s steering open the height, he’s using the bamboo basket to harvest the honey and you 
can see here on this side that the man who is harvesting the honey is covered with tens and thousands of the Apis 
dorsata, the Indian giant rock bee.He’s covered with tens and thousands of these bees and he is not being harmed 
at all. The smoke being released from below and this is how the Kurumbas gather honey annually and the story is 
that the person who is maintaining the sanctity of this ladder on top will be usually honey gatherer’s brother-in-
law. So he does have a vested interest in showing that his sister doesn’t become a widow. Now from what I told you 
about the western slopes of the Nilgiris covered with dense rainforests, you would expect that nobody inhabits 
those valleys, but there is a group of people known as the Naikas or the Chola Naikas who are there in very small 
numbers. You know, when I was of your age in school I remember seeing in the national media including India 
Today and all these magazines photographs. I vividly remember, photographs of people in the Western Ghats still 
living in caves and I was mesmerized by that. But much, much later I found that these were these Naikas and they 
were living just on the western slopes of the Nilgiris.  
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Now coming to Irulas, a group of people who occupy the foothills of the Nilgiris. Again there are different kinds 
of Irulas. We have the Vettakada Irulas; hey have their forest shrines, their own language and culture and then 
we have on the southern foothills of the Nilgiris, the Melanadu Irulas. They have their own music and they are 
also very adapted to handling venomous snakes, so because of that their expertise have been utilized in the 
antivenom industry in modern times. These are the Kasabas, you can see their deity is sitting on the tiger, it’s very 
interesting, the deity sitting on the tiger. On the northern slopes and foothills of the Nilgiris where I showed you 
the dry deciduous habitat of the Moyar Valley, you have the Kasaba Irulas. You can find their hamlet here, very 
remote places, these are the Kasaba Irulas. There are different kinds of Irulas. The Paniyas occupy the Nilgiris – 
Wayanad area and into the parts of Kerala into Wayanad. And then the Kotas have occupied the upper Nilgiris 
along with the Todas since ancient times. You can hear them, they are the musicians, they are the artisans, they 
are the potterers. They are the people who made the famous Toda jewellery. Many of these musical instruments 
they make themselves. You can see their hairdo, how they make their hair. The women are engaged in doing their 
traditional pottery, the Kotas. There is a place known as Kotagiri named after them, because the true Kotha hamlets 
there. They only have seven hamlets, the Kotha people all over the Nilgiris. Coming to the Todas who have been 
the subject of my study for the last couple or more than two decades, you can see Toda patriots with their flowing 
beards and richly embellished clothes performing the Toda salutation.  This is how they greet one another, this is 
their greeting, the salutation. This is an old photograph taken by Albert Pen in the late 1800s of the Todas in the 
Wenlock Downs. You can see in the pristine setting, there is no Pykara lake there at that moment. Now the Toda 
relationship with nature begins right from birth, when the baby is a silent spectator to the elaborate birth rituals 
performed by his or her mother. They use of a number of plant species at the culmination of which the mother 
has to cut the branch of a species of plant, holds it over the mother and the newborn child and go back to the 
procession in their house. So the Toda relationship with nature begins right from birth, during the birth ceremony 
and from the birth ceremony till the naming ceremony that takes place after two months. The child’s face is never 
kept uncovered outdoors and when the naming ceremony takes place after two months the grandfather points 
out the rising sun to the son for the first time, the sacred buffaloes, the birds, the rocks, the trees etc., are pointed 
out to the child and what he is doing here is showing the temple lamp which is burning inside the temple to the 
child and as the grandfather uncover the child’s face he announces his name. And how do these Toda people get 
their name specially the males. They get it from the prayer words to the sacred Gods who reside in the mountains, 
in the rocks, the pools etc. For example, this grandfather here who’s uncovering the child’s face, his father was 
known as Mauzhi after the sacred pool known as Mauzhigal. So this is how the Todas get their distinctive names. 
Now the Toda temples are basically dairies, from the lowest to the highest grade of dairy temples, there are six 
different grades of dairy temples and only a man who undergoes the elaborate ordination ceremony, that enter the 
number of thorn species at a particular water source only for this ordination ceremony, and then elevate himself 
to priesthood. And then only he can milk the buffaloes in his charge and process the milk into butter, buttermilk 
and ghee. So basically the temples are dairy temples, the priests are dairymen priests. Then facets of priestly life, 
you can see the priest in the black dress milking the sacred buffaloes every morning anointing butter on to the 
wall and coming out of the temple everyday with these sacred implements to go to the dairy temples, stream to 
fetch water and incidentally each one of the dairy temple of the Todas has a specific water source, from which only 
the priest may draw water, no others may ever touch the water source there. Some more facets of priestly life, you 
can see the priest milking the buffaloes in the bamboo vessel and taking the milk back into the conical temple 
to process it into butter, buttermilk and ghee. The priest there conducts the ceremony at the sacred buffalo pen. 
Now the Toda buffaloes like their masters are restricted to the Nilgiris. They represent the Asiatic water buffalo, 
Bubalus bubalis. They are not found anywhere outside the Nilgiris. And the Todas have divided them into two kinds, 
that is the temple buffaloes which can only be milked by the dairymen priests and the domestic buffaloes. Now if 
you want to see Toda culture at its pristine best you have to visit them at their seasonal hamlets. You can see that 
it is just that time has not moved, they migrate here in late winter and they stay till just before the onset of the 
southwest monsoon in late May. You can see that the time has not moved, if you visit them in these times, you’ll 
find the Toda culture at its pristine best at their seasonal hamlets. You can see their seasonal hamlets and life at the 
seasonal hamlets every day, the residents of the seasonal hamlets, the priest migrating with the sacred buffaloes 
and taking the sacred implements to the seasonal hamlet. The women accepting the buttermilk at the buttermilk 
pouring stone at the seasonal hamlets which takes place every day, then rights of purification.  Now what happens 
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after a temple has been rebuilt or re-thatched? Todas have been engaged in the rebuilding process before the 
dairymen priest who is here takes back the sacred dairy implements. He has to purify the temple and he does that 
by taking the bark of a tree known as Meliosma simplicifolia and close it on to the temple, into the temple and after 
he has purified it, he can enter the temple and nobody else can enter. And incidentally no lay Todas were allowed 
to handle the barks of this tree, only a priest can. 

Now during the seventh month of pregnancy the hand burning ceremony takes place. This is all taking place in the 
pitch darkness of the new moon night, this is the seventh month of pregnancy and after the wrist burning ritual 
somebody cuts a plant, a particular tree species and they fabricate an imitation bow and arrow and the pregnant 
lady has to perform a ritual and you can see that she is frustrating and praying toward the imitation temple all 
in the pitch darkness and then somebody brings a sacred calf and these sacred bamboo reeds and pours water 
from one reed to another and this sanctified water because it is poured over the calf is given to the pregnant 
lady to drink.  Here what’s happening is that she has just cooked food and this food, you know these sticks of 
rhododendron represent the Kurumba couple. The Kurumba people have been feared by the Todas traditionally 
as black magicians or sorcerers, so basically they use rhododendron sticks which represent the Kurumba couple 
and she’s just cooked rice, this is the pregnancy ritual, she calls out to them by name and she’s feeding them, she’s 
appeasing their spirits. So these are the pregnancy rights. And these are followed by the paternity rights. This 
takes place on another day during the day time. A number of plant species are used at the culmination of which 
the groom goes into the forest and gathers the plants on a Sophora glauca and fabricates an imitation bow and 
arrow which he hands out over to his wife. And each one of the 15 cases of the Todas has this specific chant prayer 
word. They both chant and then he hands over the bow and arrow to his wife at the paternity rights, but don’t forget 
this is not a marriage ceremony. Often this is called a marriage ceremony but it is a paternity rights, because she’s 
already in her seventh month of pregnancy and we also have to remember that until a few decades ago many Todas 
followed adelphic polyandry, which meant that if a woman married a man she also became the wife to his brothers, 
so basically the person who perform this ceremony was saying that I will be the father of the child to be born in two 
months’ time, so these are the paternity rights ceremony. After she accepts the bow and arrow there’s a specific 
jamun tree there where its leaf is cut and a ghee lamp is burning and she begins the next ritual of the paternity 
rights. Now if you go to any Toda hamlet chances are that you’ll see a group of females sitting under the shade 
of an ancient Shola tree engaged in embroidery, not only for their clothes that they wear but also for commercial 
purposes. And if you attend a ceremony, chances are that at the end of it you’ll see the women dancing and linking 
hands and dancing separately and the men doing so separately. And what’s amazing about the Toda songs is that 
their whole poetry composed impromptu, which means a man will be a master composer in that group and he’ll 
be composing impromptu in couplets that rhyme with one another and the other people will echo that. Because 
their footstep works movements are free units each word of these sentences is in three syllabic units. So it is very 
interesting, if the Toda word happens to have only two syllabics. It is stretched by a vowel into three syllabic units 
to allow the free footwork movement. Toda songs are basically oral poetry, you can see the women there with their 
hair curled and how they wear their clothes, so one man is composing impromptu, so it is oral poetry. 

Now coming to the embroidery motifs of the Todas, most of their embroidery motifs have been inspired by nature. 
They  are inspired by the hills and valleys of the Nilgiris like the mat plant motif, the sun’s rise motif, the vulture 
motif and the floral motif. Now coming to the Toda embroidery enterprise, you can come across products there 
like bed spreads, table covers, pouches, spectacle cases, mobile cases and all kinds of things here. Because what 
happens is that in modern times the Toda embroidery enterprise has provided the Toda females with a great deal 
of financial independence and are endured. A few years ago we had applied to the Government of India for a 
geographic indication patent and in 2013 it was granted. It’s a great honour because Government of India has only 
given about 140 geographic indication patents in India, so this is honour, which means that nobody else outside 
Toda women of Nilgiris can do this art form. So basically the Toda embroidery technique takes place by drawing 
a needle through a coarsely woven white cloth and counting the threads there. Now many people who buy Toda 
embroidery cannot differentiate between the front side as the reverse side looks even neater to people. So 90 
per cent of the people who buy Toda embroidery wear the reverse side forward. A motif known as the honeycomb 
pattern is popular wherein the oppose side means the front side and the reverse means the back side, this is the 
honeycomb pattern. So what you see on top is the front side and the other is the reverse side, but many people 
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wear it just the opposite. I’m just clarifying that.  A couple of examples, this is eye of the peacocks feather pattern 
and its variant, this is the butterfly pattern and its variant. 

Now the Todas are one of the few people who have never had a headman system. So what happens is that, 
usually, after Toda ceremony they sit in a circle and settle all disputes democratically. And usually all fines and 
compensations have been in terms of a buffalo, because the buffalo is the only wealth that they have known 
traditionally. There’s a very well known story about the British time.  When King George was supposed to visit this 
part of South India and the Todas were told to compose a song in his honour which is still remembered today, they 
were also told to put up a cultural extravaganza. As the day was drawing closer, the British officials came up to the 
Toda elders and said, “You know, King George, he’s not only the Emperor of the British Empire but he also happens 
to be a very wealthy man.” The Toda patriarch, then, asked, “How many buffaloes does he own?  

Now the Todas are one of the very few indigenous groups in the whole world who have remained vegetarian out of 
choice. 99 per cent of all the indigenous people in the world are non vegetarians. But these people have already 
evolved into a state of vegetarianism. Some of their festive fair: like the rice boiled in milk and served on special 
leaf plates and served with dollops of ghee and then they have little millet, this little millet in Tamil known as 
‘Saamai’.  This little millet is cooked with ghee and honey into balls, a perforation is made there and molten ghee is 
placed into that, so these are some of the festive food of the Todas. But the Todas have a different way of harvesting 
honey. It is from the hollows of tree cavities, in ancient shola trees. It is usually covered with the capstone, just 
allowing enough space for the bees to go in and out. So, once a year, a Toda man will remove the capstone and very 
gently, in eco-friendly way, he will harvest the honey and reverentially no smoke is used. The first stone honey is 
put on the forehead as a mark of respect. So this is how the Todas gather honey. This smallest bee is known as Apis 
cerana. 

Now amongst the first societies of the world, the Todas are recognized as architects par excellence. In fact, they 
have two kinds of architectural structures. One of the conical temples and these conical temples does not have a 
single nail there. Only specific species of bamboos, trees, cane, thatch etc., are used and they have reduced this 
magnificent structure that can last for upto eighty years only required periodic re-thatching. In fact there is a theory 
that the conical temples of the Todas represents the prototypes of the South Indian temples Vimana. The other 
type of architectural structures are the barrel water temples which are thought to be have inspired in miniature 
rainbows. You find the miniature rainbows in the Nilgiris and these according to the legend gave inspiration to 
the barrel water temple and huts of the Todas and again the barrel water structures are made with only specific 
species of bamboo, thatch, canes, tree poles etc., and they can last for seventy-eighty years only requiring periodic 
re-thatching in an area receiving an average of 3000 millimeters of rainfall. Now in places like this conical temple 
complex there are many temples which are so sacred that the entire Shola grassland mosaic around this temple has 
been treated as inviolate. So this is how the Todas have protected an ecosystem. 

Now I told you that the Todas are non martial and they also don’t hunt and are vegetarians. So their relationship with 
their fauna should be kind of different. For example, there is this bird known as Pied bush chat in English. According 
to Todas, because the male looks different from the female, they are called by different names. The Todas believe it 
is one of the most intelligent birds of the Nilgiris.  For example, if a Toda dairyman priest is in a very remote place 
and says nobody is looking around, why should I do so many rituals, let me take a short cut today, so the Toda belief 
is that when he is going to the dairy temple to fetch water this bird will come in his path and swifter and from the 
story he will know that he is committed a mistake and even today if a resident tiger attacks the sacred buffaloes or 
their calves, the clansmen of the priest will haul him up and say you’ve done some transgression, that is why the 
protector, that is the tiger has become the aggressor. So that’s how they introspect and they relate to their fauna 
which is different from martial groups. Now their relationship with flora is far more intimate. For example, they 
had used the flowering cycles of plants not only to indicate the different seasons of the year but also the stages of 
each season of the year. For example, the cobra lilies which I took recently in June, the flowering of this indicates 
the first phase of the southwest monsoon. When this anemone is mass flowering in mid-July it indicates the peak 
of the southwest monsoon. In fact, the Toda name of this plant is the monsoon season flower. When this Nilgiri Lily, 
the famous Nilgiri Lilly is mass staring by the end of August, it indicates to the Todas that the monsoon has entered 
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the last phase. And in September the monsoon may be raging, it may be pouring cats and dogs but the Toda elders 
will tell you the monsoon will end within a few days. 

Why, because the flowers of the Nilgiri Champak are mass flowering in the Sholas. When they are mass flowering in 
the Sholas, the monsoon will end with. They have also used them as climatic indicators. For example, the climatic 
condition between the two monsoons is known to Todas and there is a heavenly body in the night sky that is visible 
that is also known by the same name. The climate condition and flower of a plant, Micromeria biflora, are also 
known by their identical name, so as climatic indicators for specific rituals. The process of churning milk stick that 
the priest uses, according to the Toda story, was inspired by the flowers of a plant. At the low end, you can see that 
the flowers of this looks just like a miniature milk churning stick. So they used plants and flowers as inspiration 
for ideas. Utilitarian, you can see them harvesting the cane, coming up the slopes, to build their temples and as 
indicators of age and wisdom. For example, in the Nilgiris we have species of Strobilanthes or Kurunji that flower in 
precise cycles of six, twelve and eighteen years. The Todas in the past, when the ecosystem was untouched, used to 
use the Strobilanthes or Kurunji to indicate a person’s age and wisdom. So, this is the twelve year flowering Kurunji, 
it’s flowering once in twelve years. I took this photograph in 2012 and you can see the entire hillside turning blue. 
One theory of the origin of the name Nilgiris or Blue Mountain is because of the mass flowering of this Kurunji that 
occurs once in twelve years. As indicators of the time, now this is known as six o’clock flower.  They also have the 
five o’clock flower. Why it’s known as the six o’clock flower because these flowers almost precisely at 6:15 every 
evening irrespective of weather conditions. Now this a Gentian which in Todas is known as ‘archilpoov’, which 
literally means the worry flower. Why is it known as the worry flower?  Because if you pluck this plant and hold it by 
the stem, if you are worried it will close. It’s so accurate that if you hold it by the stem and if you are very worried, it 
will close it in a flash, if you are slightly anxious it will take a few minutes to close and if you are one of the carefree 
tribes like me it won’t close at all and it’s remarkably accurate. We’ve been experimenting with this for the last 
twenty years, it has never let us down. When a worried person came, it closes in a flash and that’s why it’s known 
as the ‘archilpoov’ or the worry flower.  

Now the Todas manage their ecosystem in two different ways. One is direct method like setting fire to the ecosystem 
by using fire sticks annually and indirect methods like they go up to the sacred deity hills once a year, you can see 
the priest there with the sacred milk and they pray for the well being of the ecosystem. Many of us pray only for our 
own well-being or our family’s well-being but here they are praying for the well-being of the ecosystem so that it 
rains well, there’s more pasture, there’s more honey, there are more fruits, there’s more water in the stream. They 
pray annually in different parts for indirect management of their ecosystem. 

And there is another ceremony known as the salt pouring ceremonies of the Todas which occurs during all the 
four seasons of the year and even today a failure to perform the ceremony is an invitation for ecological disaster. 
A failure to perform the salt pouring ceremony in April is an invitation for the monsoon to be a failure. They also 
have the deity hills of the Todas where the Gods and Goddesses lived along the people and when these Gods 
and Goddesses left their bodies, they occupy the hills and even now there are scores of this deity hills that are 
so sacred that a Toda elder will not even point a finger at them.  In fact when I started going out many years 
ago, I first made a mistake of asking somebody where is this ‘so and so’ hill and then I found that the man was 
hesitating but so intelligent that he pointed to one peak and said the peak to the left of that and then I realized 
that he didn’t want to point, it was atrocious to point at the deity hills.The famous nilgiri eak in Todas is known as 
Khoshgel. The deity hill, the British call it the Nilgiri Peak and also sacred waters. These are water related to their 
Gods and Goddesses, the mythological stories and that’s why they are revered and protected. We also mentioned 
that every dairy temple has a specific water source, for the pregnancy rights there’s a separate water source, for 
the ordination ceremonies of a priest has a separate water source, for the domestic water use there’s a separate 
water source and for the salt water ceremony, so imagine every Toda small hamlet of just 20 – 25 people has got 
to have five or six different sources of water for that you have to keep your ecosystem intact. The major rivers of 
the Nilgiris – the Mukurthi, Pykara and the Avalanche are the boards of deities and until they have dammed a few 
decades ago there were separate crossing points for the lay people and the priest and always to be crossed on a 
premise of purity. The waterfall on the Avalanche river is very sacred to the Todas and you know we just look at 
rocks everywhere when we walk past but to Todas around every Toda hamlet there are sacred stones and rocks that 
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not only have prayer words chanted by the priest every day but also ritual performed by pouring freshly drawn 
milk on to them and there are rocks like this read in stories. For example, there was this Badaga couple who went 
on a pilgrimage to Nanjangud. They had to walk for days a few centuries ago. And they did not observe the rules of 
abstinence when they went to Nanjangud temple and when they came back you can see the man cooking, as they 
came to the upper Nilgiris the man wanted to have the last look at the Nanjangud temple in the distance and the 
lady wanted to have a first look of a village below and because of this imparity they got petrified and they turned to 
stone. Now around most Toda hamlets, you have these huge oval stones and after a ceremony like a free thatching, 
the young boys, just teenage boys barely of 18 – 20 years old, they lift this huge stones on to their shoulders as a 
prowess of strength. These are sacred stones, all with sacred prayer words.

Now coming to the funerals of the Todas, very elaborate ceremonies going over several days. People sit in pairs 
putting their heads together and mourning loudly and then they change partners. Now, although the Todas cremate 
their dead, the very fact that they have an earth throwing ritual here has that people to hypothesize or speculate 
that perhaps they used to bury their dead in the past and then they started cremating them. Now, many thousands 
of years ago, the founder God Ann of the Todas resided, he says my people their spirits don’t have any space to 
reside, so he told his daughter Teikirshy that you look after this world I’ll set up the afterworld. So he took a long 
journey, it’s a mythological story. He took a long journey to set up the afterworld and he crossed about fifteen 
landmarks on route and finally when he set up the afterworld, he said all my people who have followed all the 
rights of passage using the specific plant species they will take the same journey as I did to the afterworld and is 
stupendous about this. The story is that all the mythological landmarks that the spirits are supposed to cross can be 
seen as the actual sights on the field. For example, the place where a spirit is supposed to ascend stone steps can be 
seen as natural God made steps on the field. You can see the Toda man going up the natural steps on the field. So, 
like that, all the fifteen landmarks on the route to the afterworld can be seen. The stone steps, one more example is 
there.  When the departing spirit comes to the mid-way path between this world and the other world, there comes 
a rock. Can you see this band running across. It’s a huge band about hundred feet long like a tennis court band 
running through and the person who is coming here is from the other side of the afterworld. One of the relative 
comes there and they do a ritual, he hands over a cloth to the person there and then only he can cross this band to 
begin the second half of the journey.  Now until a few centuries ago, indigenous people of the Nilgiris were joined 
by another group of people known as the Badagas. The word Badaga means northerner because they came from 
the area northern than the Nilgiris from the Mysore area and very soon these people became dominant community 
all around here. You can see Badaga hamlets, the marriage ceremony of the Badagas and demographically they 
became dominant, their language became the lingua franca. This is the marriage ceremony of the Badaga people 
and the Badagas have clans and the head villages of these clans are these akkam pakkam stones. Much before the 
British came, these villages with the akkam pakkam stones used to gather taxes from their subsidiary villages and 
although most Badagas are into farming and many other vocations today, a handful of them still have buffaloes in 
the Toda fashion. 

Now coming to the mammals, there is a very arboreal mammal, it is known as the Nilgiri Marten found on the trees, 
and this is a jackal but it’s a highland form of the jackal, which you’ll find in the Nilgiris. A very rare squirrel known 
as the dusky squirrel is found in the Nilgiris. It’s endemic to the Western Ghats. The highland form of the sambar 
deer is hairier and larger. I had gone to the Moyar valley and I saw the sambar with the Treepie bird sitting on it. 
The Treepie bird was cleaning the Sambar’s nose, it’s performing a symbiotic relationship as a Sambar deer cannot 
clean its own nose.

The Nilgiri Tahr, the state animal of Tamil Nadu, is a must see for everybody. Go to the Mukurthi National Park and 
see the highly endangered Nilgiri Tahr. Now camera trapping has been found to be the best way of observing 
nocturnal forms of wildlife. A couple of images taken by a team from Indian Institute of Science. Almost all other 
pictures are taken by me. We have captured images of leopard, tiger and mouse deer. A couple of years back, you 
know, when we started going to these Toda hamlets as I do my work with them, we started putting up camera traps 
and in 2013, in one of our very first attempts we trapped a tiger there, just outside a Toda village. At the foothills 
of the Nilgiris, the most common deer are the Chital or the spotted deer. We have different kinds of otters in the 
Nilgiris, these are the smooth coated otters found in the rivers and streams of the Nilgiris. There is the barking deer 
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or the Muntjac. You can hear it barking all over the Nilgiris. Then, there is the four-horned antelope found only in 
the Moyar valley and this is the Blackbuck also found only in the Moyar valley in the Nilgiris. The fiercest predator 
of the Nilgiris and of the Indian jungles is neither the tiger nor the leopard but the packs of the Indian Wild Dog 
or the Dhole. They are the fiercest predator, they can tear their prey down to bone just in a few minutes. The most 
endangered primate of the Western Ghats is the lion-tailed macaque and the most common mammal is of course 
the wild boar or the wild pig. The largest bovine in the world is of course the Indian Gaur. We have big herds of 
Asian elephants at the foothills of the Nilgiris. They love to take these mud baths. This is the black-naped hare 
found all over the Nilgiris and mentioned in many Toda stories. This is the Indian giant squirrel or the Malabar giant 
squirrel. You can hear its ratcheting sound in the sholas. You can see that the tail reaches right up till here. This is 
the common grey langur, this is the Nilgiri langur, you can hear its hooping sound and we have hundreds of species 
of birds.  Some like the hoopoe, you can see in your own gardens. Some like this Emerald dove in forests and some 
like this Nilgiri flycatcher in the Shola forest and some like the Nilgiris Pipit that you see here are fractious species 
of the grasslands of the Nilgiris. And this the fractious species of the Nilgiris, you can listen to the sound, can you 
hear that sound, the tattling sound? This is the famous Nilgiri laughing thrush, you can hear its sound. This is the 
Nilgiri laughing thrush, it’s a fractious species of Nilgiris. And in Nilgiris, in Winter, many birds come all the way 
from the Himalayas to get away from the harsh winter of the Himalayas. These birds come here in winter. So some 
of them, I’ll give you example, this is the rosefinch, it comes all the way from Himalayas. These are two resident 
birds - the oriental white eye and the red-whiskered bulbul. This is very rare resident bird, grey-headed bulbul. This 
comes from the Himalayas, blue-capped rock thrush. On the left, what you see is the resident black bulbul. This is 
the very common spotted dove and this is a bird which comes all the way from Baluchistan. You know what this bird 
is called?  This is known as the Nilgiri robin. This Nilgiri blue robin comes all the way from Balochistan. A couple of 
years ago, I was honoured to find one of these nesting in my own compound at home, right here at Fernhill and it 
was there for 4 – 5 months.  I was greatly honoured, when you know it’s coming all the way from Balochistan, you 
know, it is a great honour. This is the yellow broad bulbul. This is the very common bird, often seen in my garden, 
the wild brown fantail and until a few decades ago the different vultures of India roamed the planes in millions 
and suddenly they started dying out and within about 15 years it became a critically endangered species. Why I 
show you these? These are the wild vultures and their brood, to give you the good news that the Nilgiris is leading 
the revival of the vulture population for the whole world. This is the Indian Rufus. This is the Indian nightjar and 
this comes from the Himalayas also. This is the grey wagtail and comes all the way from Himalayas. Suddenly, in 
September, you find them all land up all round and this is the black Tit and like many other creatures, this one likes 
to beat the summer heat by taking a dip or a sip in a cool pool or fresh water. The best singing bird in the Nilgiris is 
undoubtedly the Eurasian blackbird. This is the flagship, it’s a predator bird and it’s known as the black shouldered 
kite. 

The amphibians indicate the health of an ecosystem. You know, when I take my ecologist friends out, they say, you 
have shown us  flora, fauna and the amphibian diversity. We say that this is a unique ecosystem. I am very happy 
to tell you that the Nilgiris is very greatly endowed in biodiversity of amphibians. You have this tree frogs and you 
have these frogs here which is the leaf frog. Here, you can look carefully, beautifully camouflaged. That’s a leaf 
frog, another rain forest frog. Now amongst reptiles in the upper Nilgiri plateau, we don’t have any really poisonous 
snakes.  A couple of poisonous snakes that we have, mildly venomous snakes of the upper plateau is the Malabar 
pit viper and the horse shoe pit viper. This is the green keelback, the gunther snake, the wine snake, these are 
harmless snakes of the upper Nilgiris.

And then we have another reptile known as the Mugger, this is known as the Indian Mugger which is only found 
in certain parts of the Western Ghats. You can find them around the Moyar and Bhavani rivers. And then you have 
another reptile known as the Nilgiri salea. The Nilgiri salea is found only in the Nilgiris. We have hundreds of 
species of insects found here. Now, can you see this spider in camouflage? Can you see this crap spider here. That’s 
a crap spider in camouflage. It is completely camouflaged and this is moss spider and this is the Kurunji beetle. It 
has all the different colours of a Kurunji or Strobilanthus plant. Now the cicadas provide the symphony of a Shola 
forest. The cicadas emerged from the chrysalis. How do the cicadas make the sound? If you check their abdominal 
cavity, you’ll find it’s hollow and that allow the tympanic membrane to vibrate and produce that resonate sound so 
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characteristic of a cicada. And the cicadas must be one of the few species in the world where the males produce all 
the sound and the females never answer back. Here are some caterpillars and this is the famous carpenter bee. This 
is the carpenter beehive. This is the stick insect. This is the big moth. This is another stick insect; these are robber 
flies; this is jewel beetle and this is an epaulet skimmer, it’s a dragon fly, the male is blue. Now from the smallest 
insect to the largest animal, camouflage is very essential for survival. You have this Indian walking stick here. You 
have this beetle, completely camouflaged in the Gaultheria plant  it’s sitting on and you have this leaf frog there. 
Can you see the butterfly?  So, this is the winter form of a chocolate pansy butterfly and you can see that it is 
completely camouflaged with the leaf. This Indian night deer is also completely camouflaged. Now coming to the 
butterfly, it is the Indian literally, this is the Nilgiri clouded yellow, this is the red Helen. We have scores of species 
of butterflies in the Nilgiris. This is the red admiral and this is famous palace peacock. The palace peacock is one 
of the most beautiful butterflies of peninsular India. And you can see as the wings flutter, these metallic blue, you 
know, they expand and contract.  These are the blue tiger, these are the skipper butterflies, this is the silverline, so 
all these kinds of butterflies, we have scores of them in the Nilgiris. 

In school, all of us read in Botany that plants require to disperse their seeds. Some disperse mechanically, some 
through water and some through wind. Here you can see the wind dispersed seed. It looks like a parachute and as 
the wind blows, it flows just like a parachute and then it settles down and germinates. 

Now, I told you, over 90 plant species are endemic to Nilgiris and are not found anywhere else. These are some 
endemic plants; these are balsams endemic to Nilgiris, Impatiens lawsonii and this cobra lily is not found anywhere 
in the world; another wild balsam, all endemic to Nilgiris. This is the Impatiens. New Bonsai found nowhere else in 
the world. Another wild balsam, the one on the left is endemic to Nilgiris. This is known as Impatiens neo-barnesii 
and it’s found in just one or two parts of the Nilgiris, nowhere else in the world and this also has its closest relative 
in Africa. This is known as Impatiens orchioides, it’s a balsam and looks like an orchid. 50 per cent of South India’s 
orchid species are found in the Nilgiris. This is the famous jewel orchid, Dendrobium and Calanthe. Now, this is one 
of my favourite ground orchids, is known as Disperence nilgirans. Disperence nilgirans is what I nicknamed as the 
‘Donald duck orchid.’ And after the south-west monsoon, you find seemingly barren rocks coming to life with many 
species of Habenaria orchids. It’s beautiful to see this. This is another Habenaria. You find hundred and thousands 
of these just coming up on barren rocks, seemingly barren rocks. This is Aurea nana, these are all orchids which 
you can see in the Nilgiris.  This is the habitat of the phylogeny orchid. In fact, this is flowering. Last weekend, I had 
gone out and saw this orchid flowers. This is another Habenaria and these are also some endemic plant species like 
the white rhododendron, grasses. That’s the grass used by the Todas to thatch their temples. They are also endemic 
to the residents of the Nilgiris. It’s not found anywhere else. And you know, when grasses flower, you can see the 
entire hillside turns pink. You’ve read about sun dew and insectivorous plants. In Nilgiris, we have two different 
species of sun dew plants, one what you see here is Drosera peltata and can you see it has trapped a grasshopper 
and it will be secreting an enzyme and digesting this insect. These are insectivorous plants. You read about this, 
you go out in the field and actually see these insectivorous plants. These are medicinal plants. The leaf that the 
Toda man is drinking buttermilk from has anti-cancer properties. 

The tubule of this citerium ground orchid has remarkable properties as a kind of an energizer to the Todas. This is 
how the grassland looks after the monsoon - different kinds of orchids, balsams and other herbs. This is another 
herb known as Micromeria biflora. The indigenous people like the Todas have recognized that certain plants can 
conserve water. For example, this plant is known as Hedyotis verticillaris, is endemic to the Nilgiris. Can you see 
it holding jugs of water in its rosette of leaf. So, they preserve this hydrologic conservation species around their 
water bodies and also the bladder ones. These are all hydrolic conservation species and these are protected by 
the people like the Todas. Now in nature, hybrids usually don’t occur. Only in particular species it occurs. But if you 
notice hybrids occurring in nature, then you are actually seeing evolution in front of your own eyes. The indigenous 
people realized that when certain plants flower, it will be followed by the wild fruit season and that will be followed 
by the honey season. So these are some wild fruits of the Nilgiris. These are some wild jamuns of the Nilgiris. When 
we walk in a forest, we tend to disregard the fact that the fungi that lie at our feet have contributed more biomass 
to the soil than any other organism and we also tend to disregard the fact that the original antibiotics were all 
derived from fungi. 
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Now what are the causes for loss of biodiversity? Habitat alterations due to agriculture, townships, forest 
plantations, reservoirs, tree plantations. What can we do to alter this? Conservation strategies. The best thing we 
can do is to plant native species in our own garden because they require no maintenance, no watering and they 
attract the birds, the bees, butterflies etc. As the sun rises on the upper Nilgiris let us pray for a better tomorrow 
for the biodiversity.  Thank you.  

Mr Murali Rambha, IPS, delivering his address

Speech of Mr Murali Rambha, IPS, the Superintendent of Police of the Nilgiris 
District, on the occasion of the Annual Inter School Athletic Festival held at 

GSIS on Saturday, 20 August 2016 

Respected Mrs. Elsamma Thomas, Senior Vice President, Good Shepherd International School, Mrs. Sheila Alexander, 
Senior Vice Principal (Academics), GSIS, Brig. Mr. Suresh Kumar, VSM (Retd), Senior Vice Principal (Administration), 
GSIS, Mrs. Renu Suresh, other dignitaries on the dais, faculty members, staff, coaches from all the 15 schools, all 
participants of the 14th Inter School Athletic Festival, students, parents and members of Media, 

A very good morning to you all. It is my proud privilege and very happy moment to attend this function as a Chief 
Guest in which all renowned schools in the country gathered here to test their talent. I thank Dr. P.C.Thomas and 
the Management for inviting and giving this opportunity. I heard that Dr. P.C.Thomas is not well and I wish him a 
speedy recovery.

The march past was very impressive, the band was of high quality, the events in the meet, the parade and the 
march past, these events took me to the fond memories of my training days, while at LBSNAA (Lal Bahadur Shastri 
National Academy of Administration) and National Police Academy, Hyderabad, also the sports days are same like 
this only. First of all, my heartiest congratulations to all the participants of the Athletic Meet. Already you have 
performed well in your schools, that is why you are representing on behalf of the schools in this Festival. This 
event is not about competition, it is about participating and coming together. I think it is the initiative of the Good 



|  THE SHEPHERDIAN112

Shepherd International School by bringing all the schools together and making them to participate in this festival, 
which is a commendable job.

Regarding sports, participation is most important, rather than winning a medal. Whether you’ve won a medal or 
not, you are definitely the winner in the long run. Your attitude and the continued participation in Sports and 
Athletics will pay you rich dividends in terms of fitness, well-being and happiness. That’s why I am requesting 
those in the audience, participation in the sports events definitely brighten your future, just as studies will give 
you rich dividends.

My dear young students, here I would like to mention 2 points, one is the importance of athletics, sports, games 
in our daily life and the second thing is that to improve our India’s position in the International arena. Further 
development of mind and body are equally important in education. Healthy mind can be found only in a healthy 
body. Sports and games are activities that keeps us physically fit and busy. If the sports education is carried out 
with the same importance as it has been afforded to the academic curriculum the overall personality of the student 
will be improved to a greater extent. Especially, in Nilgiris, I’ve seen many schools like Good Shepherd and other 
schools are also giving more importance to sports. I’m very happy. Especially athletics, even Olympics or any world 
sports meets, athletics is given greater importance. In Olympics all the games are there but 100 meters run is 
always exciting, it is thrilling.  Many sports are there but athletics still have the greater importance. Athletics will 
give endurance, thrill, excitement, sensation, relaxation and purposeful and meaningful personal relationship. 
Already you’ve seen the Olympic games and it gives fitness, confidence, mental and physical toughness.  Athletics 
will inculcate discipline, team spirit and how to combat with pressure. This is the most important thing in our life. 
Even in education and in our daily life, we learn how to combat with the pressure, how to digest our defeat, these 
all are very important in our lives because we read many times in newspapers that students committed suicide 
or some others committed suicide, because they are unable to combat with the pressure. That’s why they are 
committing suicides. Even athletics will inculcate tolerance, willingness for hard work. Challenges in the sports 
enable us to face challenges in life positively and confidently to survive in this competitive world. The scope and 
opportunities for those who excel in sports are quite vast. Sports give better career, name, fame, health and wealth, 
also if it is pursued professionally with skill to achieve. Recently in our Olympics, I think you’ve seen P.V. Sindhu, 
Sakshi Mallik and Deepa Karmakar as the best examples of dedication, determination of success. That’s why sports, 
athletics and games are very important in our daily life.  The second thing is we have presented our position in the 
International arena.  Now, as Olympics is going on for a long time, India couldn’t win a single medal. Only because 
of the good show of Sakshi Mallik in wrestling and the superior performance of P.V. Sindhu, Indians were able to 
enter into the medals tally. Deepa Karmakar’s performance is specially praiseworthy.

Except these few performances, one believes India is languishing quite far behind in sports. Even small nations like 
Jamaica, Cuba are grabbing dozens of medals in the Olympics and world championships, by virtue of matchless 
performance of the athletes. What is the secret of this success?  Very simple: dedication and professional commitment 
and burning desire for success and emerging  ‘never-say-die’ spirit of the athletes. All these outstanding athletes 
are like Usain Bolt, who in the last 3 Olympics, won the gold medal in 100 meters. This year also, in 200 meters 
he won the gold medal. Even Usain Bolt comes from very humble background, but he never feared failure. Failure 
is the stepping stones to success. Usain Bolt also faced many problems in the last 12 years, yet in the 3 Olympics, 
he won the 100 meter gold medal. But in India, what I’ve seen is, many of us will not put any efforts and some of 
us are quite comfortable with meagre achievements that is the problem in India. We are satisfied with meagre 
achievements, but if you dream big and strain hard to achieve that goals we can produce many more Sakshis, 
Sindhus and Deepas in our country. That is why, always, Dr.A.P.J.Abdul Kalam says dreaming small dream is a sin. 
You will have to dream big, at the same time, many of us are just living in a comfortable zone. That is why we are 
not able to compete with the athletes of other countries. If you come out of the comfortable zone and ready to face 
challenges, then sky is the limit for our success.  That is why if you dream big and if you try to achieve that dream, 
then only we can compete in international games.

Here at GSIS school and other schools also, I found all types of sports facilities.  It is my sincere request to all of 
you, all the students from all the 15 schools to utilize this sports facility to the maximum extent and excel in your 
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chosen field, whether It is athletics or any other sports, just dream big, utilize the facilities and definitely you can 
excel in the international arena. That is my request at the end. Because I wanted to tell many things, but you are all 
in standing position.

At the end, only one thing, at the international arena, even in athletics we are unable to compete with other 
countries, whether it is Jamaica or any other African or European countries. Especially in Ooty GSIS and other 
schools, I’ve seen excellent facilities.  Even at Ooty at the high altitude, if you practice, definitely, you can achieve. 
That’s what I am requesting all the students and all the participants to give your best efforts.

At the end, once again I thank Dr. P.C.Thomas and the organizers of this event for bestowing on me the privilege of 
being the Chief Guest of this 14th Athletic Festival and for giving me an opportunity to witness your effort.

All the participants, I wish you all the best.

Speech of Mr Madhusudan Ganapathi, IFS (Retd), former Indian diplomat,  
during the Opening Ceremony of the Good Shepherd Model United Nations 

held at GSIS on Thursday, 15 September 2016

Good Afternoon, everyone! 
I wonder whether I am in Ooty or New York. It seems that the United Nations has moved to this place today. I am 
impressed by the wonderful manner in which the Good Shepherd Model United Nations of the Good Shepherd 
International School has been ushered in with the flags of the Nations being represented. 

Respected Dr. P.C. Thomas, Founder-Principal and Managing Trustee of Good Shepherd International School, 
respected Mrs. Elsamma Thomas, Senior Vice President and Trustee of Good Shepherd International School, 
respected Mr. V. Selvaraj, Chairman, Board of Governors of the GSIS, respected Mr. K. S. Sripathi, Member, Board of 
Governors of the GSIS, distinguished Members of the GSIS faculty, distinguished delegates to the GSMUN, students, 
other distinguished invitees, friends, ladies and gentlemen,

My wife and I are delighted to be with you today at this illustrious institution, the Good Shepherd International 
School. I am grateful to Dr. P.C. Thomas for inviting us to what I would call a break from the hustle, bustle, heat and 
humidity of Chennai. I am visiting Udhagamandalam after a gap of nearly 47 years. Since then, there have been 
many significant changes to the landscape and appearance of this beautiful hill station – the Queen of the Hills. 

Most significant of these changes has been the establishment of the Good Shepherd International School amidst 
these sylvan surroundings. I have visited many a school both in India and overseas, in both developed and 
developing nations. But let me underscore the fact that there is none other as the GSIS. Your school magazine, THE 
SHEPHERDIAN, rightly points out that this is a “School with a difference” – indeed it is. And next year you celebrate 
the 40th Anniversary of your School. May I congratulate you, Dr. Thomas and Mrs. Elsamma Thomas, on the singular 
success and high acclaim this institution enjoys within India and outside.
 
The evolution of the Model United Nations in schools and colleges is an evocative idea allowing our future leaders 
to gain an insight into the imperatives and practicalities of the global agenda.  We were all poorer in our days, as 
we did not have such activities. The Internet was, literally, an age away. Today’s information explosion permits  you 
to travel on the information highway in pursuit of not only knowledge but also look into problems and suggest 
possible solutions. The membership of the United Nations has proliferated from a 50-member organisation in 
1945, to 193 today.  And no country has of its own accord left the organisation with the exception of Indonesia 
in 1965 – it rejoined within 20 months. The recent threat, by the President of the Philippines Rodrigo Duterte of 
leaving, seemed just that – the Philippines Foreign Affairs Secretary immediately clarified that the country will 
remain in the UN adding that Duterte's announcement was only an expression of “profound disappointment and 
frustration”. The UN General Assembly President Peter Thomson said recently “Let’s be clear, the alternative to the 
UN is bleak. It wasn’t created to take us to heaven but it may stop us from going to hell”.  Despite warts and all, 
there is no alternative to the UN.
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At the same time, the UN, as reflected in its Charter, has not been able to help in “saving succeeding generations 
from the scourge of war.” The world is in ferment.  In an uncertain world, the only certainty is uncertainty. And with 
the uncertainties, contradictions emerge. Despite 70 years of existence, many of the issues and problems which 
regrettably arose during the last century, are very much present even to this day. And that is where the theme of 
your GSMUN and the debates within the Committees are going to be not only lively but also relevant.

Your GSMUN is being held two days after the commencement of the 71st Session of the UN General Assembly on 
September 13. The theme of this year’s GSMUN is “Recognition, Reconciliation, Restoration Towards World Peace”.  
It is very apt. My understanding of this idea would lead me to recognise the issue, reconcile the differences and 
restore a measure of dignity to the State and its people to allow for a modicum of world peace to be established.  If 
our philosophy were to be so simple, we would have Utopia.  And that is where the challenge lies for the delegates 
of GSMUN to arrive at appropriate decisions and resolutions in line with this thought-provoking theme.  And as the 
Chinese saying goes, “May you live in interesting times” – let your debates be interesting.  

An analyst summed up the problem of the day exceptionally well when he noted that international law was 
‘powerless against the powerful and powerful against the powerless.’  This was in a reaction to the Permanent 
Court of Arbitrations’ judgement on Chinese claims in the South China Sea and China’s response. Recognition of a 
problem brings in its wake inherent contradictions. 

When we talk of reconciliation, I always look at post-apartheid South Africa. The policy of apartheid had created 
in its wake racial segregation and a great divide. Far from drifting towards unbridled aggression and violence, The 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission brought a semblance of order to heal old wounds. And reconciliation was 
adeptly summed up by the South African Nobel Peace Prize winner, Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu through 
the words “There is no handy roadmap for reconciliation. There is no short cut or simple prescription for healing 
the wounds and divisions of a society in the aftermath of sustained violence. Creating trust and understanding 
between former enemies is a supremely difficult challenge. It is, however, an essential one to address in the 
process of building a lasting peace. Examining the painful past, acknowledging it and understanding it, and above 
all transcending it together, is the best way to guarantee that it does not – and cannot – happen again.” 

The situation in West Asia is most complicated and beset with strife, discord, mistrust, cruelty and an uncaring 
effervescence. Nearly 100 years ago, the fate and destiny of the people in the region was decided upon by the 
colonial powers.  The McMahon-Hussein Agreement of October 1915, the secret May 1916 Sykes-Picot Agreement 
and the Balfour Declaration of November 1917 offered only perceived hope; it created more complications with 
misleading offers and broken promises leading to catastrophic developments in the region. The aftermath is 
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evident in the continuing Palestinian strife. The Iraqi misadventure of 1990 and its repercussions are still being 
played out.  The Chilcot Report pointed at imperfections and a bundle of contradictions that were used to justify 
the aggression of the powers in Iraq. Yemen has had no relief and nobody seems interested in its destiny. Syria 
bleeds – let us hope against hope that the latest peace initiative brings solace and comfort to the people there. And 
to underline the dangerous times we live in, the terrorist genie has been led out of the bottle. The world was rudely 
woken up to the dangers of this scourge fifteen years ago on 9/11.  India was a victim of terrorism even before 
that. And while we talk of the menace of terrorism, the overall subject of asymmetric warfare is a matter of utmost 
concern. I note that your First Committee is looking at some of these issues.  And India would be happy to see the 
early adoption of the Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism at the UN.

The subject of refugees has been agitating many a Chancellery over the past many years and with greater vigour 
recently. This was poignantly brought out through the sad images of Aylan Kurdi and Omran Daqneesh. Amidst the 
political sophistry, it was heartwarming to see a team of refugees represented at the Games of the XXXI Olympiad 
at Rio last month. Sports, after all, are supposed to bring people together.

Protection initially and resettlement thereafter becomes a singular yet paramount responsibility. Was the 
Responsibility to Protect or R2P a move in the right direction or is it another anachronism.  Who decides whom to 
protect and how, is a question you might ask? And is regime change the only option available? Here, the conflict 
of interests of the powers would have a limited focus as it is constrained by the viewer’s tunnel vision. And the 
other side always has its position in the conflict. India has repeatedly and categorically expressed its concern and 
opposition to externally aided regime change.

Climate Change has always been a prickly subject where the weak has been forced to agree to the posture of the 
strong. They did the damage to develop but would want to constrict your development – the gain to the practitioners 
of realpolitik is very much evident.  The Agenda 2030 is supposed to transform the world.  Let us hope that there 
is meaningful progress with common consent.

A couple of words on UN reforms, which are imperative and of paramount importance. Its absence is visible currently 
in the method of selection of the UN Secretary General. The person who leads an organisation of 193 members is 
slotted in with the concurrence of the UN Security Council, primarily the permanent members.  And the selection 
is done through straw polls, with encourage and discourage. Very discouraging indeed?

Talking of reforms, India has been an ardent proponent of UN reforms including that of the UN Security Council. 
It is today at the forefront of all UN activities aimed at meeting the current challenges facing the world. By any 
set of objective criteria such as population, size of the country, political system, fiscal and economic potential, 
civilizational legacy, cultural diversity, its contributions to the activities of the UN, especially to UN peacekeeping 
operations, India is eminently suited for permanent membership of an expanded UN Security Council. Text based 
negotiations on reforms, would hopefully commence during the ongoing 71st session of the UNGA. 

The recent meeting of the G-20 in Hangzhou did have some interesting ideas on the current state of the global 
economy and finance. At the same time, while there is considerable discussion on political institution reforms, 
there is a need to look at financial institution of reforms. Developments in the global financial architecture have 
overtaken Bretton Woods.

A few words on Jammu and Kashmir.  We hear our north-western neighbour talking of a UN Plebiscite conveniently 
forgetting that the UN Resolution 47(1948) of April 1948 had sought vacation of territory of Jammu and Kashmir 
by Pakistan regular forces and tribesmen, reversion of the entire territory of the State of Jammu and Kahmir to 
Indian administration and finally a plebiscite. When Part I, the responsibility of Pakistan has not been carried 
out, how can we expect the implementation of Part III.  And importantly, settling in people from the plains has 
drastically altered the entire demographic composition of Pak-occupied Kashmir.  Most significantly, we have held 
regular elections in the State of Jammu and Kashmir. Thus Plebiscite is a non-sequitur for all purposes. 

Before I conclude, I would like to mention the importance of reading, being up-to-date on events and the ability to 
cogently argue your point of view. And I need not over emphasize the importance of language, as every word and 
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its meaning along with appropriate punctuation marks can lead to differing interpretations of the text/resolutions.  
And lest we forget, a sense of history is absolutely important for history never forgives those who forget it.

And finally, may I wish and hope that some of you join the Indian Foreign Service – India needs its bright young 
students to be its diplomatic leaders of tomorrow.  

Thank you once again for inviting me to the Opening Ceremony of the GSMUN. You seem to have an active 
Secretary General and Deputy Secretary General of the GSMUN in Master Bhavesh Joshi and Miss Vaishnavi Dhriti 
respectively. 

I wish your deliberations and debate all success and hope that you come up with resolutions that are as appealing 
as they are meaningful.

Jai Hind! Thank you!

Sir William Mark Tully addressing the delegates of GSMUN 2016

Speech of Sir William Mark Tully at a Special Assembly held in 
GSIS on Friday, 16 September 2016 

Dr. Thomas, Founder-Principal, distinguished visitors and all you boys and girls, I didn’t quite realise that it’ll have 
such an enormous audience, greeted in such a grand way, and I feel rather scruffy without a tie on, and so, I am 
rather overcome. If my lecture is a bit disjointed it will be because all of you are terrifying me. I was delighted to 
be welcomed by that lovely music. Unlike all of you, I am sure, I was not a very good student at school. Of all the 
things I loved doing, I loved playing the tuba in a band. From there, I went on to play the tuba in the orchestra at my 
university, so it was wonderful to be welcomed in that way. 

Well, I was sitting and wondering what on earth to say to you because you are all young and going out into the 
world and I’ve lived a long life and a very different life to the sort of life that you will lead. Sometimes I think that 
people like you probably cannot imagine the differences that will occur in one lifetime and that may well occur in 
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yours too. When I was at my first school in Darjeeling, in the north-east of India, I used to go to school by train. We 
took an overnight to get to Sealdah, to Siliguri, and from there it took about another eight hours to get to Darjeeling 
on the Darjeeling railway. There were virtually no buses, no cars hardly in those days at all. When I went back to 
England, the trains were still pulled by steam engines and the cars were a comparative rarity. Of course, there was 
no television and in the school in which I was in, in Darjeeling, we had to stay in the school for nine months before 
we could have three months’ holiday, so altogether, things were very, very different. All the issues now that people 
get so concerned about, in those days, people were not so concerned about those sort of things. We didn’t hear so 
much about women’s rights, for instance; we didn’t hear very much about development and all those sort of things. 
So, it is a very considerable difference that I have seen. I am sure you will all see big differences in the life around 
you as you grow older. When you reach the age of eighteen, you will certainly find yourself in a very different world 
to the one that you are in now. I thought I would just say a little bit to you about how I see what you are doing now 
and the challenges which lie ahead of you.

I was delighted in reading your Prospectus, to hear two things particularly: that you are taught here education for 
life and that you are given a holistic education. So, perhaps I could just talk a little about why I think those two 
things are very important. Because when I went to school, it was a fairly rough and tumble sort of school and we 
all thought that learning was a bit of a bore, we couldn’t wait to have extra half holidays and things like that. And 
then we thought, “Well, we’ll pass our exams and then, basically, that’s it, learning ends like that,” and too many 
people still nowadays have that experience. They think that at least when they go to university or perhaps even 
when they qualify, in a sense, learning ends with that. But as you rightly learn, learning does not end there, learning 
is a lifelong process and even at the age of eighty, I still am learning and learning every day. Only this morning 
I took part in a performance you could call it, at the literary festival, which is a great new venture in Ooty, and I 
listened to someone, a physicist, talking about Economics and about all that is going wrong in the world because 
of concentration on the wrong sort of Economics and the environmental disaster which results. And I learnt an 
enormous amount from just listening to him and I bought his book and I know that there will be further learning 
in that. So learning has to go on. I think you are absolutely right to be taught that and to be encouraged to do that.

But how do we learn? Books are an answer; classes are an answer; passing exams are an answer; but I would rather 
say, not an answer but a part answer only. Learning does not just end with books and lectures and passing exams. 
A problem, if you regard learning into a limited way, is that you will think that the only way you can learn, the only 
instrument you have to learn with is your mind. I want to tell you that this is not so. Of course, your mind is very 
important and the training that your mind gets is tremendously important. But there are several other things I want 
to stress. The first one is experience. You must learn from your experiences. You must look at what is happening to 
you and at what is happening around you and learn from those. We always make mistakes. I was asked a question 
today, about whether as a journalist I ever made a mistake and I told a story of a mistake I made. When I speak to 
journalists I say to them if you find a journalist who claims never to have made a mistake he is either a liar or a fool, 
a fool because he does not recognize a mistake when he sees it. So you have to learn by your mistakes and what 
goes well, and that is a major learning experience.  

And then from this school and indeed, I believe, naturally, you will all have a moral sense given to you. Your moral 
sense is another way in which you learn. And your moral sense has to change as your life changes a little bit. It has 
to become more and more adapted to the age you are in and to what is happening around you. When I was young, 
we were taught a moral sense which was a series of rules not related to reality at all; a moral sense has to be related 
to reality.

And then, there is of course, your aesthetic sense, which means your appreciation of beauty, which is not something 
that you can write down usually. I always quote the example of music. Try, one day, when you have heard some 
music which you really think is beautiful and wonderful, try to write down what you feel about it and you will find 
that almost impossible to do because your aesthetic sense is in some way different to your mind.
 
And then, lastly, perhaps, there is your spiritual sense, your awareness that there is some other side to life. I always 
think that the greatest spiritual sense that you can have is to realise that you are a very, very small part of something 
hugely greater than yourself, but the wonder and mystery of it all is that although you are a tiny part of something 
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unimaginably large, you matter. And I think that is the spiritual sense, the sense of belonging to something hugely 
greater than yourself. 

In India, you are specialists at talking to each other. I notice that when two people get together at a bus stop, they 
may never have met each other, but they are talking in their time. I came two nights ago on the train from Chennai 
to the junction here where I got on the small train and within five minutes we were talking to a man who lives in 
Coimbatore, and he was telling us all about his plans to make antibiotics in a cheaper and in a more environment-
friendly way. So, talking to each other is another way of learning, and talking to one another whenever you get 
a chance is something which is, I believe, a very Indian talent. You have that great talent of approachability. We, 
Englishmen, are rather famous for being snooty, for not being very good at talking to strangers. In fact, one of the 
things that I was taught as a young boy was, “You must not talk to strangers. It’s rude and they may not like it.” Well, 
you don’t have that problem in India at all. But again, it is a huge way of learning, a way of taking your knowledge 
and understanding further. I think that it is this open-mindedness which leads people in India to be anxious to talk 
to other people to learn from them. And, I think that this open-mindedness that I have certainly learnt from my 
years in India. In fact, if I were asked to tell you what I have learnt the most, I would say it is open-mindedness and 
to seek for balance in life, and the two go together. Because if we look at what is happening in the world today, 
we find there is a lack of this Indian open-mindedness, an open-mindedness which incidentally was expressed 
in a wonderful book by a great Indian economist, Amartya Sen, a book called The Argumentative Indian. In that 
book he argued that India, as a culture, was a culture of argument. By ‘argument’ he did not mean ‘punch-ups’ or 
anything like that. He meant an argument where people were consistently prepared to listen to the other side, to 
learn from the other side and the other side was prepared to listen and learn too. Now the great advantage of this 
open-mindedness and of this search for balance is that you will then not take things too far. What do I mean by 
‘not taking things too far’? Well, I want to give you an example which is particularly relevant at the moment. When 
I was young and I was not a socialist it was considered that you are immoral. And then Socialism was taken too far. 
And then the Government tried to control everything and there was no room for entrepreneurship and the sort of 
freedom to express oneself which is an essential part of development.

You have something in India, something called the Babu Raaj or leader civil servant raaj where everything was tied 
up in red tape and in my view open mindedness. And first of all have led you to look into economics and looking at 
what was going wrong and for finding that the government was tying everything up in red tape. 

But what happened was instead of that not so much in India this time what happened in the West in particular was 
once socialism is discredited. Then instead of looking into the middle road and a different way to do things they 
just went for capitalism and they went for capitalism too far. At this very moment you are saying the capitalist 
themselves are bringing to doubt what the thought was the absolute truth. And if you look at the end of the T20 
Conference from President Obama downwards they found that things were not going and in India you yourselves 
know that turning what was the capitalist way, your economy was not developing properly for a large section of 
your population.

You know that chronic inequality is a problem of this country because I think they would have not been sufficiently 
introspective looking at when things are going right and when things are going wrong from one extreme of socialism 
to another aspect of capitalism. And secondly, the obvious example is the environment, about the threat  to climate 
change . Why has that threat come about? It has come about because instead of taking a balanced attitude to the 
environment and realizing that we are part of the environment, we have thought that the environment is there for 
us to do what we like with it. We have not bothered about it, we haven’t cared in pouring poison into the air, poison 
into the river. We haven’t cared that we have been digging up the earth randomly to mine coal. We haven’t cared 
that we have been cutting down forests and turning these into agricultural land and without any thought of the 
damage which we are doing to our environment and again we haven’t thought, we have tried to educate ourselves; 
to go back to my original point – we have simply done what will fulfill what we see immediately  and what we 
believe in the right way to go ahead and lastly and this is a subject, a delicate subject.
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When I came to India, I was brought up to believe that Christianity was the only way to God and wasn’t prepared to 
believe, wasn’t prepared to do what Indians do. And this school, Good Shepherd, is also, you will realize that you 
are shutting your eyes to the glory and splendor. 

So therefore, I believe very strongly that anyone who is a Christian like me , anyone who is a Muslim , anyone who 
is a Hindu , should be open- minded and accept that there are other ways to God . So where does it finally lead us 
all to? Well I think it leads us to realize that in this country you have a unique culture and that is a culture of the 
argumentative Indian I have told you about. Our culture does not allow itself to be swayed by trends, to be swept 
off its feet by trends as I said for the middle way and it is that culture I believe that they would need to have. It is 
the Indian tradition of Pluralism in everything. Because this is a country with centuries long tradition is something 
which is unique to India. 

I had a lot of friends who were Roman Catholics as we are meant to be fellow Christians and Roman Catholics would 
not even come. My first Christmas day service in Delhi, I was therefore surprised to see there were Hindus in the 
congregation and wasn’t just Christians and everyone was joining in and from that moment I came to realize that 
there is something unique about Indian culture and I believe this culture not just in terms of economy as well.

It is hugely important that India thinks of what is good for it is in economic terms and does not simply follow the 
trend or allow itself to be bullied. In ethics as well you have your aesthetic tradition and you should welcome the 
western traditions and other traditions but again the Indian culture should allow the tradition of art and culture. 
My only message to you is do continue educating yourself as you grow older, as you go out and you want to change 
and change in an educated way as you think is suitable to you, and do remember that trends tend to overtake the 
world and don’t be overtaken by trends yourself, but take the Indian way, the middle way.

And I just want to end by two or three quotations by an old friend of mine, a person called Badrinath Chaturvedi 
who was himself a philosopher and  a member of Indian Administrative Service and he said, “The question is one 
of knowing the true place of everything in the scheme of human life to value too greatly or too little a particular 
human attribute in relation to the rest is to disintegrate the natural wholeness of the human personality. In other 
words, what I said earlier on, books and things like that, mind being clever is not the only thing that you should care 
about.” Then he goes on to say to value the material over the spiritual, the spiritual over the material, the transient 
over the eternal, the eternal over the transient, the body over the mind, the mind over the body, the individual over 
the society, the society over the individual, the self over the other , the other over the self, is to create conflicts 
both within ourselves and importantly with the rest of the world. So, there you have in one quotation, a quotation 
about open mindedness, values, about being prepared to stand firmly in a balanced manner and not to be swept 
off your feet by trends. And the last one, the second one is one of the famous quotations from Mahatma Gandhi, 
where he said, “I want the windows of my house to be opened to the winds blowing from all corners of the world.” 
In other words, he wants to be open-minded, to be prepared to listen and this is the last but the crucial one because 
he says, “But I don’t want to be blown off my feet.”

And therefore, the real art of the thing is to be open-minded, to listen to others, to develop your views, to be 
prepared to change. But at the same time always to keep inside you, in your heart, in everything you do those 
basic principles, which you know to be right, the moral principles which you learn here, to keep your faith alive 
but to be open to discussion because I think that being open and yet not being blown off your feet is perhaps the 
fundamental way to live a life. Thank you.
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Mr Satnam Jit Singh, IFS (Retd), addressing the delegates of GSMUN 2016

Dear Students, over the last three days, you have deliberated on many global issues, pondered over many 
international problems and have suggested solutions to many. But you might also be wondering - What is the 
relevance of all this? How does it concern me what is happening in Sudan or Syria or South China Sea? What impact 
can my discussions, sitting in Ooty, have on what is going on in the real world? The fact is that, today, we live in a 
global village – a village that is rapidly shrinking and where our lives are becoming increasingly interdependent, 
interconnected and intertwined.

Speech of Mr Satnam Jit Singh, IFS (Retd), former Indian diplomat, during the 
Closing Ceremony of the Good Shepherd Model United Nations held at GSIS on 

Saturday, 17 September 2016

My young friends, when I was of your age, there was nothing like MUN in my school or in any other school. In 
fact, the United Nations itself was yet to become a teenager, having been born in 1945. I am talking of 60 years 
ago when many school children and even adults would not have much heard or known about the UN. The United 
Nations had just about 60 members, compared to nearly 200 today. Most of Africa was still under colonial rule. 
Those were different times – news travelled very slowly, if it travelled at all. Electricity was yet to reach most parts 
of India. Radio sets were few. mostly limited to cities and towns. Portable transistor radios were a new invention in 
Europe. In India, there were no portable radios and no TV – not even Black &White. 

Friends, in those days, mail only meant postal mail. It took days for a letter to reach its destination and weeks to 
get the reply. E-mail did not exist even as a concept. There were no mobile phones; fixed line phones were with the 
privileged few. To talk to someone, even in a neighbouring town, one had to book a trunk call and keep waiting for 
hours and at times for days. Air travel was rare; not many places were air connected. Foreign travel was a luxury. 
Every place seemed far. But today, we live in a different world. Digital technology and internet have revolutionised 
the way we think, the way we act and the way we interact. Internet has flattened the world. The World Wide Web 
has brought everything under its sweep. And one can remain connected all the time with the entire world through 
digital media and social media like Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, You Tube etc. Our physical location has become 
irrelevant. Someone sitting in a back office of Bengaluru can handle customer care queries for a hospital in San 
Francisco and someone working in Coimbatore can verify credit card details of a customer in London. Smartphones 
have become ubiquitous. We are used to them as if they have been a part of our life forever. They have put the 
whole world in our palm. 
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Today’s Smartphone is not just a gadget to make or receive calls. It is everything combined into one, making so 
many other gadgets redundant. Whether you want to take photographs or videos and send them to your friends, 
you want to listen to music or watch a movie, want to know directions to a place and traffic conditions, want to 
know weather at a location, want to do air, train or hotel bookings, want to buy an apparel or appliance or movie 
tickets, want to play a game of bridge or chess, want to read a book or watch the latest news, want to pay utility 
bills or do a bank transaction, want to do calculations or know meaning of a word, you turn to your Smartphone. In 
short, your smartphone can do almost anything for you, except perhaps make you a cup of coffee. 

And with a search engine like Google, you have the whole world at your fingertips. Anything you want to know 
about a person or a place, an event or a concept, history or geography – all you need to do is ask Google. Artificial 
intelligence, driverless cars, inexpensive solar energy, 3D printing, space travel, improved health diagnostics – all 
this and much more lies in the years ahead that may not be even in our thoughts as yet.

I am going into details of all this just to make one point – You are living in an exciting world and exciting times. 
And the excitement does not end here; it goes on and on as new developments in science and technology take 
place, and they are taking place at a frightening speed. These rapid advances in technology have shrunk the world. 
Instant communication - news travelling to and from remote corners of the world in real time, they make us more 
aware of the rest of the world and make us more interdependent as world citizens. 

Action or inaction of our neighbours, conduct or misconduct of even distant nations impacts us as residents of 
this global village. For instance, indiscriminate use of fossil fuels by highly industrialised nations results in global 
warming affecting the entire world. Abuse of human rights or insecure living environment forces numerous people 
to seek migration to other countries, putting social and economic pressure on the latter. Economic slowdown in 
major economies affects global trade and economic fortunes of the entire world.  

What is the most serious challenge to the world today? The answer is obvious – Terrorism. Terrorist operations 
are becoming more and more sophisticated, more and more widespread. The same means of communication and 
technology that are available to you and me to enhance the quality of our lives are also available to terrorists to 
destroy the same very lives. No one country can tackle the scourge of terrorism by itself. It demands concerted 
effort of all peace-loving nations of the world.

The same is true of narcotics and drugs – they are produced in one country, smuggled by nationals of another and 
consumed in some other. Here again, it is the cooperation among all countries that alone can help in controlling 
the menace of drugs.

And how about epidemics and serious viral diseases that spread around the globe in no time? The ease of air travel 
and globalisation have led to travellers going from one corner of the world to another, carrying along with them 
viral diseases. Whether it is AIDS or Swine Flu or Bird Flu or Ebola or now Zika virus – no nation has been able to 
keep such diseases within its own boundaries nor has any nation been ever successful in keeping them away from 
its borders.The only approach with some hope of success is of mutual consultation, coordination and cooperation. 
All this clearly establishes that no nation can shut itself in an isolated, fortified citadel. Destinies of all nations are 
intertwined much more than ever before. 

We have to harvest benefits of technology together and share fruits of equitable economic system together. At the 
same time, we have to face challenges of global security and terrorism, preservation and improvement of ecology 
and judicious use of depleting resources together. We also have to tackle serious global challenges like drugs and 
epidemics together. Even managing massive flow of information, functioning of internet, world wide web and 
digital media that have brought us closer to each other need global coordination.

The only sensible approach to global issues therefore is the spirit of understanding and cooperation, recognising 
each other’s concerns, accommodating them, reconciling and harmonising our objectives and endeavours with 
those of others. That is how we can work together for preservation and strengthening of global peace, security and 
prosperity and combating challenges to them. And precisely that’s the theme of your MUN Conference this year. 
And that’s what has motivated you and has informed your deliberations over the last three days.
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I am confident that these deliberations would equip you better for your future role as global citizens, as you get 
groomed to assume responsible positions in the society and in the country in the years to come. I extend my very 
best wishes for the success of all your endeavours. Thank you.

Address by Mr T S Krishnamurthy, former Chief Election 
Commissioner of India, on the occasion of the Founder’s Day 

Celebrations held at GSIS on Saturday, 15 October 2016 

The Vice Principal and the Vice President Mrs. Julie Pradeesh, Mr. Selvaraj my good friend, my batch mate, who is 
the Chairman of this school board. Mr. Sripathy and other distinguished members of the audience including Mr. 
Ramji, who is looking after the finance of this school. How delighted I am to be here this evening although this 
is my second visit to this school. Last time when I came it was hardly 15 days after my appointment as the chief 
election commissioner of India. I came here, thanks to Mr. B. J. Chacko, with whom I had the privilege of working. 
Mr. Bobby Joseph Chacko was one of the finest personalities in the revenue service and I owe a deep debt of 
gratitude for the kindness he showered on all of us. He is no more. I am sure his spirit will bless us all the time and 
my heartfelt condolences to the family. 

Today is a day of rejoice, the fortieth Founder’s Day for the school. My memory goes back to my own school days 
in the 50s when I was a young boy, in Thiruchirapalli, I didn’t know who was the founder of my school, nor was the 
founder of the school known by many. It was a very ordinary school where many people didn’t even have chappals 
when they came to the classes in the first. The chappals were seen only after 5th standard. What a change has taken 
place over the years. Let me very happily congratulate and compliment Dr. P.C. Thomas, not  only for his birthday 
today but also for the wonderful work that he has done in the field of education. I am indeed very happy to be 
associated with him for the past few years. May God give him a long life for the service to the community. May God 
give him good health. May God bring all cheer to him and his team so that the school grows further from time to 
time.

I had the pleasure of witnessing your cultural programmes. So many lessons to learn from the various songs and 
the various entertainment programmes that were given. ‘Don’t let it go’ was something that I was attracted to. You 
should never allow life to let it go. You have got to work hard to earn name and fame. I’ll invite the attention of the 
students in particular to a famous book called The Magic of Thinking Big by David Schwartz: “You should always 
believe that one can do things successfully. Action often cures the fear in the mind. Hope is a start but it has to be 
combined with performance and skill. So your mind is what is fed into your mind”. These are some of the quotes 
from his book. Many of us start our life without much of a guidance. Of course the parents provide the initial 
contribution to the making of your life, then the teachers, then the colleagues, students and so on. Life is indeed 
a very challenging experience to every one of us. It is not a simple journey. It’s very complicated. I remember a 
famous quote of Shakespeare “There is a divinity that shapes our life, come what may, rough hew the tumble of 
life”. And there are more of his observations, “There are more things in heaven and earth than the world dreams 
of”. So my dear students and the parents who have come along with them, it is indeed a remarkable experience 
to study in a good school to attain name and fame. I know the students are from various parts of the world and I’m 
sure they are enjoying the wonderful education that is provided here. 

We as a nation have very rich cultural heritage. We have had many people walking through the columns of history 
contributing so much to the cultural variety and heritage of this country. Unfortunately in the last few years 
probably, you’re not able to justify the inheritance of such cultural heritage. We need to introspect, we need to 
realize that life means much more than mere living. The latest example of course in the long list of great people 
who have gone through the history of this country is mother Theresa, who was recently canonized. I had an occasion 
to talk in the Stella Maris College, Madras and the only point that I want to stress is that although we have had some 
of the remarkable human beings in this country, we have not justified or we have not performed in a manner that 
justifies their teaching, their experiences and their lessons. Good Shepherd International School is a remarkable 
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example of bringing people together, bringing cultures together to make life harmonious and to teach that life is 
a harmonious experience.
 
Dr. Thomas, as I’ve seen in the last ten years making an improvement in the school and I think the school 
administration is not an easy job. I am also connected with two or three educational institutions. It’s a very difficult 
job, particularly in this country. And he has been able to do it so well and so efficiently and so successfully, I think 
a lot of credit goes to him. He should indeed be proud of his contribution. I wish him very well and I do hope the 
school has many more years of achievements.  

I was just watching the programme that was being performed here, the clockwork precision with which the 
programmes are conducted and it was always ten minutes ahead, and that has a lesson to convey to all of us – plan 
well and perform well. So with this kind of remarkable environment, the students of Good Shepherd should really 
be very happy and proud. I have had the privilege of visiting every state in this country, every union territory in 
this country. Not all students are lucky enough to have this kind of surrounding, this kind of teaching, this kind of 
facilities that you have. So you must realize in your mind, the kind of blessings that you have of your parents, your 
God and all others interested in you. So you must justify the confidence that has been expressed in you. And I do 
hope that all of you will do well. 

One or two small tips before I end. One of the things you should learn is to be tolerant. Tolerance is a virtue. 
Tolerance is essential in a democracy. I wish many of our politicians had been educated in a school like Good 
Shepherd International School. You should know how to respect other human beings whatever be his origin. You 
should learn that a smile is a very important attribute of the human being. You can achieve many things by smiling. 
I can even narrate a small anecdote that I had. I was at the Heathrow airport in 1985 returning after studying at the 
university of Bath. I had excess luggage and I had a colleague of mine who also had excess luggage. I was looking 
for a person who is smiling all the time so that I can go to that counter so I may not have to pay a heavy duty for 
the excess luggage. My friend went to the wrong person and he had to pay more. And when I went to the girl who 
was smiling, at the British Airways counter, I said “I’m coming straight from the University and I am aware that I 
have excess luggage but I had no weighing machine to consider this”. She smiled and said “ Don’t worry Sir, all 
your luggage will go without any payment”. A smile can work wonders, so please learn to smile. The second point 
is, be silent when it is necessary. There are many people in this country and in this world who talk utter nonsense 
when they are not expected to speak. So you should know. There is a nice Thirukkural, which I think is one of the 
finest books that we have in Tamil. You should know how to speak. You should not hurt anybody. You should speak 

Mr T S Krishnamurthy addressing the parents and guardians
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in such a manner that the other person does not feel hurt at all. That is “Theeyinal Sutta Pun Ullarum Aaradhe 
Naavinal Sutta Vadu”. So you must bear in mind because in the last 40 – 50 years of my active service here, if I 
have succeeded a bit in my life, it is only because without any doubt I can say I have never hurt anybody in my 
life. I had a peon who was working with me at the Hindustan Shipyard at Vizag, who used to ask me, will you not 
get angry at all. I said “If you promise to work better I will get angry”. So there are a few things, small tips that you 
should learn when you are in school. You should not think that it is too early to start because this is the best time 
for you to cultivate good habits. Don’t fight with your friends. You should learn how to treat them well. I’m sure 
that you will succeed if you develop your interpersonal relations. It’s the most important aspect of your future life. 
Decision-making is another important aspect, which you should do. Don’t hesitate to take any decision, which is 
right. Here again I’ll give a small anecdote before I end. This is narrated by a former Chief Secretary of Punjab to 
us. I believe he was travelling in the night, from Delhi to Chandigarh with his Chief Minister Mr. Kairon. There were 
two mice trying to cross. One got killed and the other crossed without any problem, I believe Mr. Kairon asked Mr. 
I. C. Puri, who was at that time the principal secretary to the chief minister, he said, “How do you explain this?” In 
his typical way he said “One must have committed more sin and God killed and the other one committed less sins 
and probably escaped”. He said, “ No. I expected an administrator’s reply from you. I will tell you that”. He said, “ 
one took the decision to cross at the right time and the other did not”. So these are small things that you have to 
cultivate in life. Don’t waver in your mind. If you decide something after due consideration, stick to it. And change 
it if it is necessary in the circumstances. So these are the few things that I thought I should tell you. We can keep 
on mentioning but this is not a sermon. This is just to give you advice to be practically successful in life. There are 
plenty of opportunities in the world. At least, when Mr. Selvaraj, Mr. Sripathy, when we came to service there were 
not many opportunities in life. Today you have plenty of opportunities; there is enough room at the top in many 
institutions. You have to innovate and you have to inspire and I am certain that Shepherdians will do very well in 
life. Thank you very much. 

Mr T S Krishnamurthy addressing the students, parents and guardians

Address by Mr T S Krishnamurthy, former Chief Election 
Commissioner of India, on the occasion of the Founder’s Day 

Celebrations held at GSIS on Sunday, 16 October 2016 
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A very good morning to all of you. A beautiful setting here. Lovely green mountains. Silky silvery clouds. Pleasant 
breeze around us. What a wonderful display of talents!  I must congratulate the students and the trainers for the 
wonderful programme that they displayed today.

“Heard melodies are sweet but those unheard of are sweeter,” says John Keats.  So we have seen some of the best 
displayed programmes here but I’m sure there are many, many yet to come. I’m confident that Dr Thomas is going 
to bring more and more wonders here.  And I’m certain that at least in the next Olympics he will have many more 
old students of Good Shepherd get medals for us.

Till yesterday, I thought Mr Thomas was just running the school and Mrs.Thomas was of course providing the 
support. But today, I am inclined to say he’s the Commander-in-Chief of Good Shepherd because of the way in 
which the programme, the position, the band and the march past, everything was done.  Although he may not be 
the President of India, he’s certainly the Commander-in-Chief of the School here.

Forty years is a wonderful period for the School and for Dr Thomas.  They say people become naughty at 40 but I’m 
sure he’s not going to be naughty. He’s going to provide more growth opportunities for students and the School. I 
wish him very well.

Only one point more to say. As you go through this very well-rounded training in the school, all that I would tell 
that you should, particularly I’m addressing the students – the two things you must bear in mind – humility and 
magnanimity.  As you go up in life, as you study and come out and embark into the world of practically life, you 
will have many, many opportunities to show that you are a better human being and you need to be a better human 
being to make the world a lot better than this.  As I said yesterday, life is not just merely living, life is a little more 
than that. You must be humane in whatever you do and results will come automatically.

May God bless all of you. I would like to congratulate once again the students and the School Management including 
my friend, Mr Selvaraj, who has been providing the guidance for the excellent way in which they have celebrated 
the Annual Day, the Founder’s Day. My best wishes to everyone of you. Thank you!  

Speech of Mr Ganapathi Ramachandran at a Special Assembly held in 
GSIS on Monday, 21 November 2016 

Good friend, mentor, Principal, a great human being, a great visionary, a strict disciplinarian, a great parent, a great 
husband and above all an unmatched human being, my good friend, Dr P C Thomas. Elsamma, his gracious wife, 
another person, who has played such an integral part of both PC’s and my life, the former Chief Secretary of the 
state of Tamil Nadu, Mr Sreepathy, distinguished staff of this wonderful school, very privileged students of the 
school and ladies and gentlemen.
 
Dr Thomas and I meet almost every month but not here, Ooty is always an attraction for any human being who 
loves nature.   Dr Thomas has been inviting me for a long time to come here and when we did meet up a few weeks 
ago and he said you must come and speak, the mental arithmetic I did, was that he has called me several times 
and there must be something right in me to deserve an invitation to this campus. Dr Thomas, I thank you with all 
my heart for this unmatched honour. I have had the occasion to speak in several forums but, to speak to young 
minds and in presence of my teacher, P C Thomas and to the students of the number one ranked International 
School in India, can I ask for anything more?  This is a hallowed campus.  My colleague who will join me in a while 
Manoj Samudhra, who is my ‘go-to-man’ for any technology query and I never thought I could come and speak on 
technology without him and the rule is the same everywhere.  Like for a Principal, it’s the same for a Chairman of a 
company.  All easy questions the Principal and the Chairman takes, all difficult questions the Vice Principal and the 
Vice President takes.  Thank you Manoj.

Many years ago, my parents taught me an old Sanskrit expression. I do realise some of you may not understand 
Sanskrit but I’ll do the translation.  The way we were taught was Mata, Pita, Guru, Deivam.  In English it would mean 
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mother, father, teacher and God.  Or in IT terms as PC and I several times refer to some of the expressions that I end 
up using in the batting order of respect Mata, Pita, Guru, Deivam.  What has changed since I was told by my parents 
and what you are discovering in life and what your teachers may end up telling you or what I may end up telling 
you in the course of this 45 minutes interaction will be different.  Mata remains the same, Pita remains the same but 
Guru is replaced by Google and Deivam.  So no longer Mata, Pita, Guru, Deivam but it is Mata, Pita, Google, Deivam.  
Why has this happened?  It is because of man’s quest for dominance.  Man wanted to dominate man, man wanted 
to dominate nature, man wanted to dominate everything.  He created new technologies, newer technologies, more 
and more newer technologies.  And it reached such an apex that some of these technologies were good, some of 
these technologies were, I won’t say, bad but perhaps had the potential for being destructive.  I’ll just give you half 
an example of destructive technology that is the ‘Atom Bomb’ which was dropped on the unsuspecting Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki is an example of how bad technology can play on.  Good technology – the car in which PC drove me 
here or the kind of teaching aids, the teachers have, the kind of learning aids that students have, how you conquer 
distances by flying transatlantic in today’s aircrafts. You arrive even before you leave.  In New York, if you take a 
flight from London to New York you have the potential of reaching New York, even before you arrive.  I can give 
you any number of examples.  It may be juvenile as I sound, but sitting in my office one day, what struck me as a 
likely possibility of growth and development of technology is that  I can well see that in the year 2020, or may be 
earlier, may be later your Principal would get out of his office and get into a driverless car and tell the car to go to 
the “Abode”.  The driverless car would talk back to him and then say sorry “Dr.Thomas, your fridge has ordered milk 
in the nearby Super Market for it has been prepaid with your credit card so I’ve to go and pick it up” and like that 
the possibilities are endless.

So therefore, let me begin this morning by setting the context.  Convergence will be the buzzword and everything 
else will be the palm-held as in the course of this presentation.  We will give you some examples and the potential 
of palm-held.  We have always believed in the field of technology that if you don’t ride the power of disruption, 
you will become obsolete. If you ask a teacher, you will get the answer that the word ‘disruption’ is a bad word 
like, disrupting a class or a game of sport. However, in today’s world of business we believe if you don’t disrupt, 
you’ll get disrupted.  Let me give a common day example of disruption, the telephone. When Alexander Graham 
Bell had developed the telephone, he had a patent. He offered it to the largest telecommunications company in 
the world for one hundred thousand dollars. Surprisingly, this company declined because they would rather look 
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at expanding their existing communications business which was the telegraph. That company today, the largest 
telecommunication company in the world in 1878 is the same company today which is called the Western Union. 
However, they are not in telecom today but, in the business of money transfer. They thought that the telephone was 
completely irrelevant but, when it came, it completely disrupted their business. The businesses that have survived 
disruption are perhaps zero from simple ice making to agriculture.  Today in the world of selfies and photographs, 
the whole world has forgotten the pioneer, Kodak,  as if he doesn’t exist. In fact, often times, we, you take that extra 
care to smile, it has been called the Kodak moment which his company did not realize and this company refused to 
go digital and became totally irrelevant. 

Dr.Thomas is of course a very kind man, he gave me multiple options of dates to come.  But there is a reason why 
21st November was chosen, as part of setting the context let me also say, why today is special. November 21st, 1877 
Thomas Alva Edison announced his invention of the phonograph, a machine that could record and play sound.  
November 21, 1905 Albert Einstein does the inertia of body depending on the energy content which was published 
paving the way for the well known equation E=MC2. But, on November 21, 1969 the first permanent ARPANET was 
established between UCLA and SHREE.  ARPANET as we know paved the way for internet, which is what life is all 
about today.  In the context of what is happening in India today everybody talks of banks, but the way technology 
is disrupting even that business may be Branch Banking is what they call it may exist certainly for the next fifteen 
days, certainly for the next one month as the country goes over this hump, but when bankers say Branch Banking 
will survive, I’m simply amused.  Let me recall my own personal experience not long back, I was in New York when 
my daughter-in-law who studied in UCLA said, “Dad, can you bung-in 200 Dollars into my debit card account.  Our 
US President and I walked into the nearest Wells Fargo bank which is not yet sunk in the US, many banks have gone 
down but this stayed afloat, we walked in, match it with your experiences of walking in to one of the Indian Bank 
branches, when we walked into Wells Fargo somebody received us, offered us coffee, coke, cookies, chocolates 
and if I’ve taken all of that it would have costed more than 200 dollars which is more than the amount that I was 
going to put in of which they would have got 1 dollar as commission.  Because foot falls into the Branch Banking 
is disappearing rapidly.  That’s another sector that is undergoing a major transformation and that’s why Indian 
Banker and one of them was with us few days ago said that, we will survive this disruption, I don’t want to spoil 
his evening.  Everybody knows Jack Ma – right, the founder of Ali Baba.  He describes the power of disruption the 
best – watch him.  That is it.  You see what Jack Ma says is, I hope you recap it.  He is in competition with companies 
like Walmart.  He says if Walmart must increase its customer base by ten thousand, they need a whole lot of back 
hand to be established.  They need warehouses, showrooms, supply chains, suppliers, everything.  But Jack Ma, the 
founder of Alibaba, says if I need to increase my customer base by ten thousand all I need is two Servers.  So you 
can imagine how much that would occupy.  This is how traditional businesses are getting disrupted.  

I will touch up on education with which we are all familiar and we are here for, in two phases.  Education, if you ask 
me, how it is headed, I’ll tell you it is moving from transformative to disruptive.  We will show it to you in the course 
of time.  The question often asked is will there be teachers?  The answer is technology will be the aid of teachers 
but not the replacement and mobile learning will ensure that age is no longer a barrier.  I could well become your 
student at 62 sitting in Madras and you may never know about it and very significantly ability to self-learn will 
increase.  The world of education has voluminous data and the three parameters of education will be Serve, Engage 
and Respond and in a globally inter-connected world data couple with ability to have real time response will be 
fundamental.  Everything must be quick and instant and I’ll give you an example in the next few minutes.  I don’t 
know how many of your teachers will agree but globally education systems have designed to accommodate the 
average student and are meant to accommodate both the highest as well as the lowest learning ability students.  
And all systems are built as if only that average student exists and no one else get it.  So let us see how all these 
things will play out in the next decade or so.  I don’t know how many of you have read a book called “The Fourth 
Industrial Revolution”, but I’m sure in the course of your History - Geography classes you would have learnt about 
the first three industrial revolutions.  

Let me recap, the first industrial revolution began in 1760, it lasted 80 years and is all about human labour being 
replaced with mechanization.  It brought about by steam engine for the first time, we had the steam engine 
coming, we had rail roads coming and it substituted human labour with mechanized labour. The second industrial 
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revolution, at the start of the 19th century through 20th century lasted for about forty to fifty years, it was mostly 
about mass production; electricity came in, assembly lines were created, greater productivity came in and it is all 
about specialization.  The third industrial revolution started in 1960’s, lasted only about 25 – 30 years that’s when 
the world saw the first semi-conductor, mainframe computer set, which could occupy all of this hall and it finally 
started leading to personal computing.  Fourth industrial revolution is under way, but with a small change.  We are 
in the formative phase starting in 2000 and it is all about emergence of digital technology, it is about tablets, it’s 
all about mobiles, about artificial intelligence, machine learning, nano technology and a whole series of disruption 
that are taking place where everyone is in a connected world.  We are in the very cusp of this change but this time 
it’s different, at least for many of us it feels different.  

Every single revolution that took place, it made the human world move up in terms of number of jobs that were 
created and it was a phase of change that took place over several, several decades.  But this time round the velocity 
of change is a whole lot more rapid.  Things are happening faster.  Not only things are happening much faster, 
the change will cost dynamics and are changing much, much more rapidly.  And that’s something we all need to 
understand and figure out.  We’ll again touch on something which is very important, this time we are talking about 
cognition, no longer substituting of human labour with mechanical labour or using electricity, it is about cognition 
and baton recognition and more importantly self-learning.  There is still no clear data, how all these things will 
work out.  There are no Pandits who can forecast it, even as technology is evolving in many of these things, but if 
you ask me how it is impacting in terms of business, how technology has transformed global business, I’ll answer by 
giving you an example by describing it this way the United States was known for its ability to produce voluminous 
amounts of cars, there are very few Americans without cars.  In fact I would even venture to say that you are not 
an American if you don’t have a car.  But all these cars virtually came out of one place Detroit.  Then you have the 
disruption of technology, you have the transformation of technology and then the world took note until then was 
only known for its grapes and the wine.  The world suddenly started using an expression Silicon Valley.  Everybody 
got to know where California was.  So we chose to compare how this impacted global business, we compared top 
three companies in Detroit with top three companies in the Silicon Valley.  In Detroit you can see the market cap 
of the three top companies is thirty seven billion dollars.  For the three top companies in Silicon Valley the market 
cap is 1.1 trillion dollars, match that with revenues.  The top three companies in Detroit have combined revenue of 
250 billion dollars in a full year.  The top three companies in Silicon Valley have the same turn over revenues.  But 
see the amount of employment.  Detroit employs 1.3 million whereas, for the same revenues but for multiple times 
market cap, Silicon Valley employs 135 thousand people.  This is the tidal wave that is coming, sweeping across 
the world and I may add those who don’t foresee it, will get paralyzed.  Having set the context and before Manoj 
presents something very, very transformative,  let me leave behind an example of how mobile learning which is 
going to play a significant part in human beings’ life in the year 2020 may look, I caution, may look.  The number 
of cloud services in the last four years partly due to mobile technology that allows this access to these services 
from anywhere, has gone up.  All of you are familiar with Skype, Whatsapp and these are setting the trend. This 
one common thing to all the services, Whatsapp and Skype, there is one common thing to all the services that is, 
the end point for these services are people who speak the same language.  If I ring up Dr Thomas, on a Whatsapp 
call and speak to him he will hear it in English.  He replies to me in Tamil or French, I’ll hear it in Tamil or French.  
Logically for these services to expand they would need to connect people who speak different languages.  That 
is these services need to do translations dynamically or as we say in IT ‘on the fly’. Today we have the first steps 
through limited services by Google, Skype, Bubble fish and others.  These services are partly constrained by the 
accuracy of the translation, speed of translation and cost of computing. As artificial intelligence techniques that 
is machine learning technology continued to evolve, it had been able to do translations of either text typed or 
translating someone’s voice but delivering it in real time, will become possible by 2020.  What does it mean in 
the visible terms?  The impact of this interpreter will ensure someone speaks in one language and he reaches an 
audience which can understand in the native language.  This also means all those who travelled to France will 
appreciate it, this also means a class in France.  You can speak in English and have the French people understand it 
in French, of course and in real time.  And what does it mean for India, for a country that has 22 official languages.  
It could have a significant impact.  From doctor in Mumbai connecting to a patient in Assam, to a teacher in Ooty 
reaching out to an eager group of students in West Bengal or Bihar, the possibilities are endless.  What does power 
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of disruption mean?  To you and I, you don’t recognize it, you get pulverized, you don’t exist, you go out of business.  
In fact, I was telling Dr.Thomas the great challenge as we see as Robotics etc., with the automation increasing the 
number of jobs will become extinguisher, that is, they will not be there.  Automation will replace human beings 
but will human beings exist to support that automation.  Manoj will touch up on it, as he speaks about three things 
that will transform completely.  Internet of Things, Hype Cycle and world is moving to what we believe will be the 
eventual way that will pay out in the first twenty years, in the next twenty years the Palm Held.  The advantage of 
the Palm Held and the transformation of the Palm Held, you will see it in the next 10 minutes.  

Manoj:

Thank you Ganapathy Sir, and thank you Dr.P.C.Thomas for giving us an opportunity, distinguished staff and good 
morning, Shepherdians.  How are you doing?  O.k. Fine.  So Mr.Ganapathy did mention what a problem statement 
is.  So when we look at IT and yourself that is what the future is.  You know, when we identify the problems 
and the solutions to it, you have to realize that we talk about these 22 different languages and how IT can really 
revolutionize it. It is not far away.  When it can happen in Japan, why not here?  And I started with the problem 
statement that the largest number of visitors or tourists coming to Japan was the Chinese and still there was a 
language gap. That is when you know the solutions were invented, where if they had to look at the menu card or 
visit a tourist place or interact with the natives, they at least had their cameras, I would say mobiles cameras, based 
on which they were getting the translated text.  So that enabled the tourists to come over there, spending more and 
more, so that was how the problem statement was solved.  

We talked about it that the ARPANET link had paved the way. So the internet of things, did exist back then in 
1969.  Connected devices, networks, switches, routers, those are enabling the connectivity to various devices and 
computers.  But today, it has changed it has a wall and the way to this internet of things will form a coal piece what 
we call it as the devices.  So the cognitive computing will play a key role into this and why is it so, it is because the 
devices will be able to sense, they will be able to learn, they will be able to infer or think and then interact.  And 
when we are talking about it, it can start with just a smart tweeter which is there in place.  Wherein, it has to look 
at the energy optimization prospective wherein it is getting the existing data.  It knows what consumption is there, 
it knows the load and the capacity which is going to be there and then based on that it can control the various 
things.  At the same point of time, because of the two way communication, one can also know the control wherever 
it exists.  So this is the cognitive computing and even in the context of artificial intelligence it  makes those devices 
from medical devices to biomedical devices and to even how it affects our day to day life when we look at the 
equipments which are in use in our households.  

The internet of things will revolutionize the space.  So, when we look at the IT, you have to take into account the 
context of India where we stand, what are the problems and how the technologies are there today, so how we can 
just leverage it to the best possible extent to fight the relevant issues.  The internet of things will form an integral 
part of the smart cities, but today how long it is going to take to make a city a smart city, that answer lies with the 
smart people.  When there are a lot of smart people around and a lot of core areas in terms of infrastructure and 
technology, then it is natural that we have to be above it.  

So you look at this, while we just talked about the fourth distant revolution there’s a fifth shaping up, what 
would that be?  When we talked about the fourth industrial revolution yes it could be the robots, they will be the 
dominants.  But that is where you will have to come into picture because in the robot, artificial intelligence can 
dominate and there you who will be doing the safety research.  So when we look at it, we have to understand, that 
we should not let them dominate, we should be actually dominating, it is never a thing about a command from 
machines to humans.  We as humans with our intellect, should be able to control it and see to it how best we can 
serve the civilization.  

The fifth industrial revolution that is the robots will play a key role because that is where it will avoid inter-planetary 
travel and that is happening with the SpaceX.  Just a few weeks back, we talked about how a series of satellites 
will be shot up in space and they will be enabling connectivity and the internet and that will pave for the internet 
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of thing.  So there are various new cases which are there.  Today we cannot touch upon them but from the point 
of view of the safety and security of each citizen, we the senior citizens or even the students will have to wear the 
bracelet and the arm band and the parents will get to know their whereabouts or even if the senior citizens have a 
panic switch it can help them a lot. So from the safety security aspects it can go to the next level where there is a 
lot of data which is coming in. There would be the thing which was shown in a movie back in 2002, but today with 
the technologies to something like IBM scorpion, they’re actually determining pre-crimes.  

So when they happen, they can at least mobilize and respond to it in an effective way.  So from the safety security 
to the utilities, we talk about water management and waste management which have been the key challenges 
then. With the renewal energy coming into picture and the energy of management we switch onto that.  The 
internet of things and the fifth industrial revolution and the fourth cause will be there.  Today when we talk about 
the Wi-Fi, many of you might have heard about Li-Fi.  “Li-Fi is something, it’s a simpler way and it’s a more effective 
way of Wi-Fi.  So it will be installed and it will take less space and it will be installed in the lights at your arm.  So 
wherever the light is reaching the Li-Fi will be reaching.  That’s the basic of Li-Fi – Shreyan”.

Yes, when he talked about it, we are not fathoming the scale at which it can really transform.  It is ten thousand times 
more powerful than Wi-Fi.  And it will permeate this entire space where we are right now, right from the airport and 
travel over here or wherever we go and it will definitely revolutionize.  So there are various technologies right from 
this thing to even the intelligent building management systems.  And then I come down to the hype cycle.  What 
is a hype cycle?

Today when we look at the distractions, there are those which are the innovation triggers, which are happening.  
Whatever technology has come in a few years back, now it is reaching the slope of, I would say, productivity.  There 
are those which are the slope of enlightenment.  Because those things come through research and leading to 
development.  But some innovation triggers, that is where when I started with what is Li-Fi or when we even look at 
block chain technology these are on the innovation trigger and they will really disrupt and revolutionize the entire 
thing but you will follow it up on the hype cycle.  Because by the time it reaches its peak there will be something 
which will be unearthed and that technology at its peak will come up with certain added vision and destruction.

So when we look at this hype cycle which is there, this can be for anything and everything.  Right now what I 
have shown is a hype cycle for education.  It can be there for even when we look at just the enterprise content 
and records management.  It could be there for manufacturing, it could be there for any discipline.  So this is put 
together to the various research and analysis which happened.  If you see the education hype cycle and since 
Shreyan and Yash are there I’m sure Good Shepherd, which adapts technologies early, will be the first ones to adopt 
the Li-Fi experiment path, wherever it is shown even it is five to ten years away. When we look at it, what you can 
see is the innovation triggers, before we come to it there’s a plateau productivity, that is the student information 
systems which are there, the cloud based solutions which are there, and all those things in terms of the e-text 
books are the plateau productivity.  

Then there is something which is like a disillusionment. Those which went through the hype cycle being leveraged.  
Anyway, this entire information will be available to all the students, so it is there.  In fact each of these technologies 
which are there, which can be leveraged to the education, the details about it will be available to each one of you.  
Since we are short of time but there is something which is there is the Tin Can Api.  Anyone knows about the Tin 
Can API?  It is the innovation trigger which is there, just below Li-Fi where we see it.  So today what has happened 
is the learning management systems, which have evolved.  There have been many solutions, many products right 
from Microsoft having their things to countries’ specific leaning management systems which are there.  But now 
the problem is, there is no co-relation between them, there is no exchange of learning material which is there.  So 
this API what it aims to do is to make it standardized.  

There are efforts to bring in a global identity to students.  So that when we look at a national idea of that project 
there is an association which is moving forward, why someone from here at GSIS cannot have a global identity and 
why he cannot really participate in not just the examinations but any kind of forums which is there, whatever is the 
taught papers, those seamlessly involved the internet. Can it be leveraged so a kind of identity is also worked out.  
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There is something which is a block chain and education. Does anyone have a clue what block chain is?  Anyone 
heard about bit coin?  It is not just a virtual currency. It is not a universal currency yet, because it has not been 
adopted.  Only the U.S Government has taken some steps to allow some kind of transactions to happen through 
internet, where it is virtual, but more importantly the word is cryptic.  So it is a crypto currency and what it means is, 
it gives better control and security over whatever it is associated with, in terms of transactions.  So that framework 
which was there to create bit coin is the block chain framework.  Now what they are realizing is, there will be a 
destruction which is going to happen with the bit coins with other various other crypto currency coins which are 
there.  But at the same point of time the framework which is so strong can be leveraged anywhere and which means 
even in education it is going to happen, just like we talked about a global identity to the children.  

So a block chain can form that and tap things and even everything that has been learnt, you know through the day 
it can get associated with the block chain framework which is there and somewhere where it comes to the patent,  
there are so many things. Once you graduate from the class, even in the third, fourth standard whatever the concept 
or the idea that you have gained can be filed as a patent.  Now that kind of common platform which is there, will 
be common soon.  There is the thing about the massive open unlike courses.  How many of you have access on 
academy? That was the classic thing wherein you know the MOOC has evolved.  No I don’t have any questions 
around that, but how it is revolutionizing - not just with information but knowledge and in a way it is communicated 
in an effective way through those platforms like the Khan Academy.  But then there is Coursera and then there are 
you know tens or dozens more.  So whether the MOOC platform will really help is not known because now again 
there is too much of overload there.  So that is somewhere there in terms of targeted content towards students, 
which will emerge.  Based on the likes, dislikes which is there they will spend much more time and that is where 
we look at the mobile learning which will play a key role under this.  

And this is what Mr Ganapathy Sir talked about - the future of palm hill.  So how far away is it when you are seeing 
these pictures, when will these things be launched?  What do you see in those pictures, what is there?  But while 
I show you the pictures, there is already something, which is happening and if you are saying ten to fifteen years, 
my dear friends, you know it will be too long because we are talking about destruction – right.  Yes, by 2020 it will 
have a good growing adoption but it is there, just here round the corner.  So when you see something, where  your 
skin will be used as a touch screen all the prototypes are all there in place and next year 2017, the bracelet will 
be launched which will support this kind of interaction.  The one on the bottom left what you see, what does that 
signify.  – It’s a Hologram.  Yeah – so, are we seeing that in another 10 – 20 years or does it exist today?  So, even 
though there is a Chinese company which has come up with that, how is this going to be applied in the stream of 
education and other things is the issue. Because apart from the virtual rear this holographic is an augmented reality 
and later on I’ll be taking this opportunity not just share some parts of the presentation but even notes.  So there 
is one article that is how one can actually create your own, 3D holographic projector.  So this information exists 
and it doesn’t require any sophisticated tools.  So the thing, which is coming, will bring in again a user experience 
which is there.  So what you see is instead of wearing those virtual reality things, at least you know you can get 
the 3D aspects of the user experience.  In education it can be used just with a phone or with a tablet through 
the holographic experience; you can show the entire universe and the planet eco-system.  And you know those 
kinds of videos will be leveraged to the holographic.  And at the same point of time there are the i-phones and 
the Samsungs and those which are allowed where they are flexible. So this is how the palm hill will revolutionize, 
it is going to be there as an integral part, not just that it will also be there through certain things which though it 
may sound futuristic but what medicines are doing, the same thing the interlock of things will do, they will be the 
internet of manual things wherein you will be having those nano materials which you’ll you take like a pill and they 
will be actually used for treating cancers and that in the Indian Institute of Technology, as well, things about the 
advanced nano materials are being done where they are actually going to locate the area wherein they would want 
to treat those skin cells.  So those will permeate even in our bodies, which is there, but again it has to be done in 
a controlled way, otherwise, like you know one of our dear friend’s said, the robots will take over humans, and not 
other way round.  So these thing senses devices and it will be there.  

Wouldn’t you be surprised if, what Jack Ma is saying there, happens here at the same time?  Face recognition 
exists today – right?  For selfies – right?  So it is for selfies, it is using face recognition, but for what?  Did anyone 
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think about it today? When we look at the digital payments you are using the mobile wallets, you are using the 
net-banking, your parents are using those to pay the fees.  At the same point of time when the bill is being paid, 
it will be done with a selfie.  So face recognition is actually there to make payments.  And this technology, Alipay 
has incorporated the prototype and that will be rolled out.  So this is where the palm hill and the other things are 
going to revolutionize.  And as we started in the beginning ‘the power of destruction’ has to come in or be obsolete, 
there is an image, which I kept it small, where you see, something, which could happen in Japan and China, it can 
happen  in Spain, in Spanish –just pointing your mobile camera at the text, it will do the translation and it will tell 
you welcome to the future. Thank you.

What we’ve done is to give you a small snapshot of what the revolution of the future, as we see today could be and 
at our Board meeting last week, we were discussing developing a product and the idea is not from any one of us, 
the idea is not from any one of the established entities.  But the idea which we are trying to prototype develop and 
go to market is a third year student of IIT, Madras.  That is why we leave the interaction with the young minds, is so 
important and therefore, if you have any doubts, if you have suggestions, if you have predicted the future different 
from what we forecast. Let’s put the next few minutes, used it to discuss mutually and see where the world of 
technology is headed.

Address by Mr T P Sreenivasan, IFS (Retd), at a Special Assembly held 
in GSIS on Friday, 27 January 2017 

Topic: India in a turbulent world

Distinguished Principal Dr. P C Thomas, Mrs. Thomas, Vice-Principals, faculty and my dear students, it’s a pleasure 
to be back here again in this hall. As far as I remember the last time I was here, about three or four years ago, I 

Mr T P Sreenivasan, IFS (Retd), addressing the students and staff
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thought it was the best school that I had ever seen in my life. I have seen many other schools since then but I still 
believe that this is still the best school I have been to. So you’re lucky and fortunate to be here and I am fortunate 
to be here to talk to you. 

It was a little while ago that I had decided to speak on a turbulent world – ‘India in a turbulent world.’ But since 
then, the world has changed; now it’s a topsy-turvy world. It just happened seven days ago, that the world has 
changed beyond recognition. I don’t know how many of you have noticed it. It is a different world, just because of 
one gentleman, who happens to be the President of the United States. If he were to be the president of any other 
state or country, it would not have mattered to us. But since it is the United States, and the United States is the 
only super-power in the world today, it has control over whatever happens in the world, I think our lives are going 
to change remarkably in the next few days. In fact, it’s already happened. So I’m changing my topic to ‘India in a 
Topsy-Turvy World. 

There was turbulence earlier too; there were problems around the world, but there was a certain predictability 
about that. You knew who the friends and foes were; we knew what the world’s problems were, even though we 
were not able to solve them. Therefore, we had a certain comfort level with the situation, however confused it was, 
however complex it was, however dangerous it was. But today, if I tell you what has happened in the last four or 
five days, you will be astonished at how the world has changed because we’ve always believed that Russia and the 
United Sates will always be at loggerheads. In fact, the whole pattern of International Relations is based on that. 
The Cold War ended some time ago and the Soviet Union collapsed, but with the advent of Mr. Putin as president, 
he has put the Cold War back into its place and has started vying with the United States for a pre-eminent position. 
China, of course, was another rival. So we knew a world where Russia and the United States were at loggerheads; 
China at the same time, trying to get supremacy and so on, and that arrangement is now gone because Mr. Trump 
says that his best friend is going to be Mr. Vladimir Putin. This is something unthinkable for anyone who has dealt 
with International Affairs. If Putin becomes a friend, then what do you do with Europe? What do you do with NATO? 
What do you do with all these structures that the United States has built over all these years? How many people 
from the US and Russia will accept that? They were just exchanging abuses on Ukraine, Crimea they have taken 
over. So the whole world is revolving around this particular problem and today Mr. Trump says, ‘No, we are going to 
work together.’ Of course, it may not work because their interests are so wide apart. Even if you take one particular 
situation: Syria, which is very important at this time, even there, they weren’t able to see eye to eye with each other. 
That is the number one change which is taking place, which has an impact on all of us. 

As you know, India has a very special relationship with Russia. In fact, Russia was a little bit upset with us that 
we were getting a little bit close with the United States. So Russia was giving us, in some sense an idea that they 
weren’t very happy that India was getting too close to the US. And what they did was, they got a little bit close to 
the Chinese, and even worse, they got a little bit close to Pakistan. So, now we don’t know where China will look. 
If they are going to be close to the United States, Russia is also going to be close to the United States, where will 
China go? So a whole set of problems, which will change the whole situation. 

The second is, he says that the United Nations is not worth it. So, you may not have a Model United Nations next 
year. Because Mr. Trump may have stopped paying the contribution; as you know the United States pays 22% of 
the UN budget. If he says he doesn’t pay it, I don’t think the UN will be able to survive in New York. How many of 
us will pay the 22% of the UN budget? But he believes in that; he believes that the United Nations is worthless, 
while the United States in the past has always tried to use the United Nations as its instrument of its Foreign 
Policy. Smaller countries, weaker countries, look up to the United Nations as a kind of a support, as a recognition 
of their sovereignty. Well, the United States and the other permanent members of the Security Council are in fact 
manipulating the United Nations to their own ends. So how can United States say that United Nations is not that 
important? And what is it that is going to happen? 

Climate Change:  we all recognize that climate change is caused by human beings. It’s the anthropogenic emissions 
we have heard about; the greenhouse gases. We all believe in that and the whole international community believes 
that there is global warming taking place. Climate change is a reality and if we’re not careful, in the next two 
hundred years (because fortunately, all of us would have left this world) part of this world will disappear. Already 
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we have signs of climate change, untimely weather and all kinds of issues. But Mr. Trump says Climate Change is 
a hoax; that there is no such thing as climate change. This is like somebody saying that the world is flat. There are 
people who believe that. I don’t know if you know that there is a society in the US called, ‘World is Flat Society.’ 
They just don’t accept that the world is a globe. So, there are some mad people like that, in the US also, who still 
think that there is no such thing as global warming, it’s actually global cooling. And, Mr. Trump says, that yes, 
this is a Chinese hoax. So, he does not want United States to spend any money on it. He doesn’t want to reduce 
greenhouse emissions. No such thing. How the United States which was the country which welcomed people from 
all over the world; you know The Statue of Liberty, what it says below that: ‘People of the world, poor, hungry, come 
to this Land’, and now he says, United States belongs to the United States. And who are these Americans? Are the 
white Americans, Americans? Then it should go back to whom?  It should go to the Indian-Americans, the Red-
Indians. They are the only Americans for the white Americans have no place either when they say ‘America belongs 
to the Americans’. So, a country which has led the world; only yesterday he has issued an order that Americans will 
never accept any more refugees. The dramatic consequence of that, for the whole world, is unbelievable. But the 
interesting thing is when Mr. Trump said all this during his election years, all of us hoped that this was election 
campaign, and that he is trying to rouse the feelings of the people against the establishment, promising them a 
new world. And so, we all thought that he might cool it down after he becomes the president, when he becomes 
the president of all people. But what he has done in the last seven days show that he intends to go the way he has 
been speaking about. And what exactly is happening? How is it that one man can change the world? Is the human 
civilization at such a stage that a man or an individual or a movement can destroy a whole civilization? Is that 
possible? So we still feel that it may not happen, but the worrying thing is that it is not only the United States which 
is going this way. The whole world is going towards the ‘Right’. Everywhere, if you look at the past couple of years, 
that is a departure from global approach to a narrow, nationalistic approach. In fact, many people believe that this 
whole movement started in India with the election of Mr. Narendra Modi as the Prime Minister. But we didn’t see it 
that way because we have had BJP governments before. And therefore, we took it as a democratic change in India. 
But some of the things that Mr. Narendra Modi has been saying are similar to what Mr. Trump is saying because he 
is also talking about India being right, India being able to help the world, India wanting so many things. But India 
never spoke like that; they always spoke of India being able to help the world; the whole idea of India was that 
India wanted to contribute to the world. So people say that this movement towards the right, which we see in this 
extreme form in the United States today, was started by India; so we can take some credit for it. Everything in the 
world, they say, started with India; we had the ‘pushpak-vimaan’, the ‘agnayastra’; everything is traceable back to 
India and perhaps this movement too. 

Then the next more significant thing was Brexit: you would have heard about that. How Britain left the European 
Union. Nobody in the world believed that Britain will do that, even though there was a referendum. The Prime 
Minister himself did not believe that, otherwise he did not have to hold that referendum. Who would have ever 
thought that the United Kingdom which is a very comfortable most prominent member of the European Union, 
will leave the European Union, not knowing what will happen to it afterwards. And this is the thing about all these 
changes, changes that are taking place without an alternative. When they chose Mr. Trump, they did not believe 
that he will go this far, and therefore they all thought, maybe an alternative. But the alternative was unknown. Many 
people voted for him in the expectation that he will tone down and in the case of Brexit also, this is what happened. 
52% of the people of United Kingdom voted to leave the European Union, but for what? What exactly is the status 
of UK after that? They still don’t know. It was the matter of them saying that we have to pay too much money to the 
European Union; we have to go by the Schengen Visa, which means you can come into the UK without permission, 
we have to give jobs to European Union member states; all these are excuses, but what is the alternative? We do not 
know. And therefore, people are willing to jump into the unknown, because they dislike the presence so much. This 
is the situation which happened in India, that is what happened in UK, and that is happening elsewhere; France, for 
example. In the next election you will have a person who hates foreigners; Xenophobia, as it is known in Europe. In 
Italy, the government is changing. In France, the government is changing. In Netherlands, it is changing. Except for 
Austria, every election that has taken place in Europe, the alternate governments which have come into place are 
nationalistic, and what we call Nativism. Nativism is the word, that is we grow inwards, rather than outward, suspect 
others, and try to find your own way without being influenced by the rest of the world. This is totally contrary to 
everything that we have learnt in the past. How can this happen? Where can you trace all of this to? 
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This is my own theory. Nobody else has supported me on this. I think this had something to do with the technological 
revolution. We accepted technology. We want everything to be changed. We are willing to accept what is called, 
‘Disruptive Innovation’ in technology. People say that this comfort level that we have with anything is dangerous 
and therefore, we must move forward. We must go from iPhone 6 to iPhone 7 to iPhone 8, without waiting to see 
what iPhone 5 had done, good or bad, to the community. Just your phones, I know you’re not allowed phones in the 
school, but I’m sure all of you have iPhones or Smartphone, which would become ‘Dumbphones’ in three or four 
year; or why wait three or four years, it is already being fashioned. So the human race has been struggling, or racing 
as it were, to introduce technology in order to change the existing system. And what I say is that ‘the genie’s out of 
the bottle’. And so that, probably, this is my hunch, my own theory, seems to have had a pervasive effect and the 
disruption has become fashionable, not only in technology but also in politics, in the society, in the way we rule 
ourselves, in the way we think. That seems to be the reason, otherwise there’s no reason why this great anxiety to 
go forward, anxiety to go into things we don’t know anything about, possibly that is one of the reasons. 

But other than that, of course, there have been the ‘problem of the establishment’. Why did Hillary Clinton lose the 
election? She did not lose the election; in fact she got two million votes more than Mr. Trump. It wasn’t a popular 
vote but because of the peculiar voting system in the US, that Trump won the election of the President of the 
United States. But what was wrong with her? It was really the fact that she was associated with the establishment 
of the United States for the last thirty years. First as First Lady (eight years), then a Senator, as Secretary of State, 
and her constant presence in the United States establishment and she became the symbol of the establishment. 
Technology also affected her; if there was no Gmail, perhaps she would have won the election. People say the 
election was between ‘Gmails and Females’ because Trump was accused of dealing with females badly and Hillary 
was accused of dealing with Gmails badly. So that’s why I think if there was no technology revolution, probably 
Hillary would have won the election. Look at the kind of connection that you have. 

So the feeling of how this ‘Great Establishment is unacceptable’ and any alternative is welcome, is what is 
happening today. So what is it that is likely to happen? We say in India, that so far, ‘Mr. Trump has said nothing bad 
about India’, that he has said some good things, that he has called up our Prime Minister and said, ‘We must fight 
terrorism together’, that he said that, ‘Mr. Modi should visit the United States’, that he was the fifth Head of State 
that Mr. Trump called and spoke with about the future. So the amount of comfort in India, with many of the things 
that Mr. Trump is speaking about, is what we are interested in. But in the speech that he made at the inaugural 
function was probably the most exceptional speech ever made by any US president. Because he said, ‘I have now 
come to Washington and taken over Washington, the authority of the United States is passing from Washington to 
the ordinary people of the United States’. What does that mean? So Washington is the symbol of authority of the 
state and whoever occupies that. Clinton was not a Washingtonian, he came from a little place called ‘Little Rock’, 
but when you come to Washington, you are the authority in Washington, but for him to say that Washington has 
been overthrown by the people of the United States, is nothing revolutionary for him to say. The first thing he said 
that he will do was to eliminate all Islamic terrorism from the face of the earth. All of us believe that terrorism is 
bad but you cannot associate it directly with one religion alone. It’s possible that many terrorists are Islamic, but 
it is not Islamic terrorism. The religion doesn’t preach terrorism. So, this is the kind of shift that is taking place. 
So he promised the people of the United States that his primary interest will be the people of the United States, 
and therefore, he would care less about the others. He has already cancelled the trade agreement that Obama had 
signed with twelve Pacific states, the TPP, has already been cancelled. He has already cancelled the Obamacare, 
which was a very carefully thought out process of trying to bring about some kind of comfort to the poor people, 
in medical aid, in the United States. 

So, refugees, one of the biggest crises of the world today, is the refugees who are going to Europe and the United 
States. In fact, many countries in Europe are suffering on account of the arrival of Syrian refugees. Germany, which 
has been most generous of all the European countries which take in refugees, is also being accused now. Angela 
Merkel is being told that she will also go out because she has brought in too many refugees into the country. So if a 
country like United States says that it has no interest in the refugee problem, then what will happen to the millions 
of refugees all around the world; The Rohingyas from Burma? It’s not only the Arab refugees that are going into 
Europe, which is an issue. India fought a war in Bangladesh; it was all over the refugee crisis. The world elected a 
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new Secretary General of the United Nations because the issue today is the refugees’ issue. So if the United States 
says that there is no such thing as a refugees’ issue and we will not be interested in it, and as a matter of fact, we 
are willing to create more refugees by throwing them out - that will be a very disturbing phenomenon for the rest 
of the world. 

And so I can go on and on with all these changes which are taking place but the lesson that we ought to learn is that 
this man wants to do it and is there any way by which he can be stopped? The Press in the United States is totally 
against him. In fact, the press was predicting against him, as you know, that he will not win. 99% of the polls in the 
US showed that he will not win. And after the results I asked my friends in the US, journalist friends, as to why they 
got it so wrong, as to how could the Washington Post or the New York Times take such a wrong call on something 
like this? They said, ‘We knew but we wanted to educate the people, we wanted to prevent it.’ That is what they 
said. I said, ‘That is not your responsibility. Journalists don’t have the responsibility to change the minds of the 
people; they are only supposed to tell the truth.’ But, no. Truth is not important anymore. And that is why in 2016 
there is a new word; I don’t know if you’ve heard this, it’s called ‘post-truth’. Do you know what post-truth means? 
Post-truth means that the decisions taken or the positions taken are taken not on the basis of truth but on the basis 
of impressions about the truth. So in 2015, there was a word called ‘Truthism’, which was not truth because you 
know the famous Bible expression, Pontius Pilate asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ and he walked out of there because 
he did not want to listen to the answer. But now the answer is ‘Truth is not important’, Truthism and Post-truth have 
now taken over. Oxford Dictionary has accepted the word into its fold; it is the word of 2016. And so the world 
is in fact, if the media is like that, which it is; it has declared war against Mr. Trump, so what is the possibility? 
The only possibility is for the President to be impeached. There is a provision for that. But you know what is to 
happen. Impeachment can only happen if he doesn’t have a majority in the Congress as well as the Senate and the 
Republicans have majority in the both the Houses. So will the Republicans be ready to impeach a president who 
may not be a Republican, because nobody thought he was a Republican, but he won the election in the name of the 
Republican Party. So for them to impeach a president, who won the election as a Republican candidate, it will be 
damaging for them if they’re to impeach him. But as the Republican Party leader told me personally, the damage he 
is going to do to the United States is going to be worse than the one he is going to do to the Republican Party, but 
how? The only reason why there could be an impeachment of President Trump is his business world, because you 
know he is a multi-billionaire, whatever he may do as president, is seen to be in conflict with his business interest. 
And that will be the only case where this could happen because he may not do that, he may make sure that his 
business empire is shifted to somebody else in the family and he will concentrate on his presidency. In fact he has 
made a concession by moving in to the White House because the Trump Towers is more luxurious than the White 
House itself, so that is a sacrifice for him. 

But apart from that, I think what should be of concern to us, is the great changes that are taking place. India has 
had a very good relationship with the United States, particularly after Mr. Modi became the Prime Minister. In fact, 
India-US relations have been like a roller coaster ride, you know it goes up and down, up and down, like that. In 
2012, it had hit the rock bottom, when an Indian Diplomat was arrested and insulted in New York. 2012 to 2014 
we had no relationship to talk about. Then Mr. Modi, in spite of the fact that he was denied US Visa for five years, 
he visited the United States four times and met Obama seven times. He said in the US Congress last year, that now 
you’ll hear a new symphony, the old orchestra will sing a new symphony, he said. So what he said was the Indo-
US relations had reached a stage where we will be very productive. And that situation itself remains in doubt. Of 
course, in terms of terrorism he would be helpful to India. Pakistan, he does not trust, that may be helpful to us. 
His attitude towards China may be helpful to us. But there is no certainty about all this. In fact, you may look at the 
world today and you may say, that the world is standing still as far as foreign affairs are concerned; waiting for what 
this gentleman will do. You may have noticed that Mr. Narendra Modi is not travelling anywhere. You know, we all 
used to make a joke about it. ‘Why can’t he come back to India and do something useful for us, instead of travelling 
around the world?’ Or you may have seen the cartoon: Narendra Modi in the cockpit, telling the pilot, ‘I see a very 
beautiful country there. I should go there one day.’ The pilot replies, ‘Yes, that is your country, India. You have not 
seen it.’ So that used to be the joke. But, now, what has happened is that Mr. Modi doesn’t travel anywhere and 
so he creates trouble for us by demonetizing the currency. So now people are saying, ‘Please go and travel. Don’t 
trouble us here.’ 
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If the globe is going to be reoriented, in a new fashion, where is it that we can go? That is why I said that the world 
has become topsy-turvy. And the only hope that we can have is, as I said before, that human civilization is at such a 
stage, such disruptive innovations in politics may not last very long. That seems to be the only hope that I can offer 
you. You are the young people who are going to see this world and you will have to do something to change it, and 
hopefully, it will be successful and it will not be too topsy-turvy for long. Thank you very much.  

Address by Ms Ruchira Ghosh on the occasion of the Investiture 
Ceremony held at GSIS on Saturday, 18 February 2017 

A very good morning everyone. Being here at your investiture ceremony and having the platform to say a few 
words today is a special privilege, and I thank Dr. P.C. Thomas, Mrs. Thomas and the entire team of Good Shepherd 
International School for your kind invitation and a very warm welcome.

I begin with heartiest congratulations, dear students, for getting invested as school leaders of a great institution. 
What a proud moment it must be for yourselves and your parents, and equally for your teachers and classmates 
to see you in these positions of leadership. Please allow me to use this opportunity today to share my personal 
thoughts with you.

There are two badges I achieved in my school and work life that I am especially proud of. Not for the special 
status they are associated with, but for the implications they’ve had for me as a student leader and an education 
professional.

Ms Ruchira Ghosh delivering her address
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The school I went to, nothing close to your magnificent institution, but an exceptionally focused and progressive 
Catholic school nevertheless, appointed the school leadership squad from Grades 9 and 11. The CBSE classes of 
our times did not deflect from hard core academics during Grades 10 and 12 and therefore student leadership was 
also kept off limits in these grades.

By the time I was in Grade 11, I had earned significant respect of my teachers through my good academic 
performance and co-curricular accomplishments to be nominated for the coveted position of Head Girl. I believed 
all winds were blowing in my direction until I lost the position by a few votes to the ex- Vice Head Girl and had 
to contend becoming my House Prefect. Two months later though, the tide turned again when the Head Girl left 
the school mid-year and I, following a re-election was inducted as the Head Girl. Wearing the Head Girl’s badge 
was a mark of special accomplishment, but also of great trust and responsibility invested in me by my school, my 
teachers and my peers.

The second badge is this one, with my name against the shield of one the most respectable names in education 
globally, the University of Cambridge. About 3 years ago, I made it successfully through a series of interviews to 
join the Cambridge International Examinations as the Regional Director of South Asia region. For me, this badge 
symbolises trust again. It stands for hallmark in quality, consistency and transparency, and places tremendous faith 
in me to safeguard these values.

The time when I almost lost the opportunity to be a school leader and regained it by stroke of destiny was perhaps 
some good karma; and my current leadership role has taught me 5 important lessons in leadership which I wish to 
share with you dear student leaders and all you future leaders in the audience. And I will make an  attempt to draw 
connections with the philosophy and ethos of your own school.

Lesson number 1:  Never give up on your hopes and dreams. Sometimes opportunities do come knocking again at 
your door. Never say never. I connect this with your school’s philosophy that focuses on development of a strong 
identity and self-worth.

Lesson number 2:  Leadership is a collaborative activity. You become a leader only in the context of others. You 
influence others via your knowledge, skills, character, abilities, personality, and relationship with them. If others 
deem you worthy and credible, they will grant you authority and, hopefully, respect and collaboration. This I 
connect this with, what your school regards as a mark of social success - ability to relate, connect and communicate 
effectively with others.

Lesson number 3: Leaders need more emotional stability and have to be incredibly secure and sure of themselves. 
Leaders must listen to others to bring in multiple perspectives but should be able to take decisions and cope with 
chaos and complexity by trusting their intuition. Your job is to persuade people to do the things you believe will 
be the right direction for the long term. Describing personal success, your school philosophy refers to acquiring a 
sense of purpose and being goal-oriented; possessing the ability to balance reason and emotion.

Lesson number 4: Leaders must be able to view the world through two lenses: a telescope, to consider opportunities 
far into the future, and dream big dreams. And through a microscope, to examine challenges of the moment at 
intense magnification and focus on pressing issues in minute detail. This I connect with the values of accountability 
and taking initiative embodied in your school’s philosophy.

Lesson number 5: Leadership must be rooted in service. According to the Dalai Lama, “If you seek enlightenment 
for yourself simply to enhance yourself and your position, you miss the purpose; if you seek enlightenment for 
yourself to enable you to serve others, you are with purpose.” As leaders, we serve a higher purpose, a greater 
cause, a larger vision. Your own philosophy says - developing a sense of belonging and togetherness in all you do, 
developing empathy, valuing the human spirit beyond the constraints of cultural boundaries.

I conclude with heartiest congratulations again, and a very meaningful quote by John Quincy Adams, the 6th 

President of the US and a great architect of foreign policy – “If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn 
more, do more and become more, then you are a leader.” Thank you and wish you all the very best.
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Address by Ms Ruchira Ghosh on the occasion of the Graduation 
Ceremony held at GSIS on Saturday, 18 February 2017  

Good morning everyone.

Once again, I wish to thank Dr. P.C. Thomas, Mrs. Thomas and the entire team of Good Shepherd International 
School for extending a warm and gracious welcome to me. It is always a pleasure to be part of a special occasion 
like your Graduation Ceremony today, and be able to spend time with learners and their parents. To be here, 
representing the Cambridge board with a legacy of over 150 years; notwithstanding the 800 year-old legacy of our 
parent University, the prestigious University of Cambridge, at Good Shepherd International School with its own rich 
glory, is truly a matter of double delight and honour.

When I meet such confident, engaged and future-ready young people like yourselves I feel truly humbled. And 
it reminds me of the enormous role education embodies in preparing students with the knowledge, skills, 
dispositions and values they need, to do well in the future. My heartiest congratulations to the graduating batch 
of 2016-17 and to your teachers and parents, your strong pillars of support, who are rightfully proud today, and I 
am sure, emotionally moved as well. We, at Cambridge, are privileged to be working with over 10,000 schools in 
160 countries around the world. Our programmes set a global standard for international education and are widely 
recognised by universities and employers. We are blessed to have a larger education research team than any other 
exam board, so we integrate the latest research and educational best practice regularly into our programmes and 
qualifications. In this way, we can always be sure our curricula are rigorous, up to date, continually improved and 
prepare students well for the next stage of their education.

Dear students, the celebration of your success and progress is important to us at Cambridge, because You are at the 
heart of everything we do. I hope our programmes and qualifications have supported you positively in developing 
your strengths and interests, and in cultivating a lasting passion for learning. And whatever be the final outcome of 

Ms Ruchira Ghosh addressing the staff, students, parents and guardians
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the qualifying exam you will be writing soon, and whatever exciting future awaits you out there, you will be leaving 
your unique imprint in the corridors of this prestigious institution. That’s one special page of history we have gifted 
you. Before long, most of you, will face the new and exciting challenge of university. You can be very confident that 
your qualifications and school experience will be understood and valued throughout your education and career. I 
also hope you will agree that you have gained skills that go beyond the boundaries of a subject. These are the skills 
that will empower you to be innovative, respond positively to change, be creative, think critically, collaborate with 
others, learn independently and solve problems that can impact lives of millions around the world.

Before long, most of you, will face the new and exciting challenge of university. You can be very confident that your 
qualifications and school experience will be understood and valued throughout your education and career. I also 
hope you will agree, that you have gained skills that go beyond the boundaries of a subject. These are the skills 
that will empower you to be innovative, respond positively to change resonating very well with the motto of Good 
Shepherd International School: Truth – Trust – Triumph.

Finally, to quote from one of my favourite Dr Seuss books and this is for you young people – “You have brains in 
your head. You have feet in your shoes. And you will have your school and board certificates in your hands too. You 
can steer yourself in any direction you choose. “You’ll get mixed up, of course, as you already know. You’ll get mixed 
up with many strange birds as you go. So be sure when you step. Step with care and great tact; and remember - 
Life’s a Great Balancing Act. Just never forget to be dexterous and deft. And never mix up your right foot with your 
left.” And. Will you succeed? Yes, you will, indeed! 

However, also keep in mind what Winston Churchill said – “Success is not final. Failure is not fatal. It is the courage 
to continue that counts.” Many congratulations again. Best wishes for your higher studies and for a bright and 
prosperous future you are about to inherit! Thank you.

Address by Dr Sheela Nambiar, MD, at a Special Assembly held in GSIS 
on Saturday, 11 March 2017 

Topic: Ten Commandments to a great Body and Mind

Thank you so much.  I thank Dr Thomas, the Vice Principal (Academics) and Mr Suresh for having me here.  I am 
really excited to be talking to the young minds about the subject I am quite passionate about.  In this talk of mine, 

Dr Sheela Nambiar speaking to the students and staff of GSIS
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I have put together a set of 10 rules.  These are my rules.  You can have your own rules.  The rules that I have put 
together are a combination of the work that I do in Obstetrics and Gynecology dealing with women for more than 
2 decades and the life experiences I have had which have given me some insight over the years about what to do, 
what not to do, what works and sometimes what doesn’t work. Our aim, I think, would be, and I am sure the school 
is constantly propagating that, to evolve as people. So, sharing my experiences, I would like to talk to you about 
what I call my ten rules for a great body and mind.

So, rule number one: Because this is my profession and passion, I think rule number one is ‘Make physical fitness 
a priority’.  “Physical fitness is not only one of the most important keys to a healthy body, it is the basis of dynamic 
and creative intellectual activity” – John F Kennedy.  So, how many of you think that physical fitness is just about 
looking slim, losing weight, looking good etc?  Most of you?  That is what most people think that fitness is about the 
physical body and it is about the physical body.  It is about looking better, feeling better, looking more confident, 
walking better, having better posture and so on and so forth. But it is also very important for improving your 
intellect, your creativity and so on as John F Kennedy pointed out.  I don’t know if John F Kennedy actually knew 
the science behind how fitness improves the brain but what he said is extremely important and this is from the 
President of one of the most powerful countries in the world.  So, he has time for fitness and if he believes that 
fitness is important, I don’t think any one of us can say we are too busy to exercise.  What does physical fitness do?  
Just think about what happens when you start to exercise.  Your heart rate starts racing, you start sweating and 
all of these things result in certain changes happening in the brain. So what happens is that there is a substance 
called a neurotransmitter which transmits signals from one brain cell to the other. This is called endorphins. This 
is released in the brain.  What endorphins does, is not just make you feel better, it is the feel- good hormone, it 
will not just make you feel better, it also improves several things like your creativity, your memory, your intellect 
and your ability to understand things.  So, just imagine that just exercising for about an hour a day can help you 
do better in your exams.  It can help you to be more creative, it can help draw better, it can help you to play the 
piano better. So, it is not just about your body, but it also plays a very very important role in improving the mind.  
So, without the brain you know that you cannot simply function.  The brain is what we call the commander-in-
chief of the entire body.  If you have a healthy, active brain, you can really go very far. Another substance that is 
released in the brain is called ‘brain-derived neurotrophic factor’. There are several that are released but these are 
the two important ones – the endorphins and the brain-derived neurotrophic factor and these two also improves 
your ability to process things faster which will make you a much smarter person.  So, I don’t know whether John F 
Kennedy knew all these.  But he certainly hit the nail on the head when he said that physical fitness is critical for 
intellectual activity as well.

In my work as a doctor, I have seen women as young as 30, 35, 40 with Diabetes, hypertension and all sorts of 
diseases that are very very prevalent today. I don’t know how many of your mothers have been diagnosed with 
diabetes, hypertension etc at a young age. Do you think it is absolutely necessary that you get these diseases?  Do 
you believe that once you hit 40, you become diabetic?  Many of you may believe that because you see so many of 
your relatives – your mother, your aunts, your older sisters or whatever, many of them with these illnesses and you 
may naturally believe that this is the norm.  But I am going to tell you that it is not.  You don’t have to get diabetes, 
you don’t have to get high blood pressure, you don’t have to get overweight, it is all in your hands.  Using fitness 
in the proper way, you can prevent many of these lifestyle diseases, prevent the whole lot of suffering and also 
improve the quality of your life.  So, make physical fitness a priority.

The second rule I have is ‘nourish your body’.  Learn how to nourish your body.  Hippocrates who is considered the 
‘father of medicine’, said, ‘Let food, be thy medicine and medicine be thy food’. What do you mean by this?  You 
know that, imagine a cell phone that you use all day long.  What happens?  The battery dies down.  So, what do you 
do?  So, you plug it into the charger.  So what happens if the voltage is very low?  It doesn’t charge properly.  What 
happens if the voltage suddenly surges?  The battery can be destroyed, can even go up in flames.  Am I right?  So, 
imagine food as something you use to recharge your body.  You eat very little or eat poor quality food, your body 
is not going to function properly. You eat too much, your body is definitely going to respond in a negative way. 
So, you need to understand that food has healing properties. Sure, we use medicines. We have amazing drugs to 
cure diseases.  I prescribe them every day whenever it is necessary as a doctor, some food has enormous healing 
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powers.  And if we are smart, we will use the healing powers of food to treat ourselves to prevent disease as well.  
As for this, you really need to understand nutrition, you need to understand food groups, you need to understand 
serving sizes, you need to understand how many serving sizes you are supposed to eat in a day for your age, for 
somebody who is more active and so on and so forth, and once you understand that it becomes so easy.  All of 
you are in school so the food that is being served to you has been well thought out, Somebody else is preparing 
it and it is served to you during four meal times.  But you are going to leave school one day and you are going to 
be responsible for your own food. I believe that all of you need to understand food and also be able to survive, 
including the boys, I think you really need to understand cooking, because you can’t spend on somebody else to 
give you something to put into your body, because it is your body.  A lot of young people these days, I meet young 
girls who come to me, they have started their careers, they join up with their friends and they share an apartment 
and when I ask them how do they cook for you, they say, o.k!  We don’t cook, we order in. So they order in or they 
eat in the canteen or they go to the restaurants all the time and this is where the problem starts because 1. You 
think you don’t have the time to cook and may be 2.- don’t know to cook and you don’t know what to put into that 
dish because you don’t know what a carbohydrate is, you don’t know what a protein is, you don’t k now how much 
fat to add. So these things are really important and it is not difficult to learn. You don’t require a Ph.D., in nutrition 
science.  It is quite easy to understand basic principles so that you can use it, because your body and mind depend 
on it.  So food has to be thy medicine and medicine be thy food.  That is rule number 2.

Rule number 3 – ‘don’t be a victim.’  You always have a choice. So what do I mean by this?  It means that every 
step of the way you have choices and you make these choices whether you are aware of them or not. You make 
these choices. I love this. This is one of my most favourite quotes. In fact, I got it printed on a cup which I use and I 
give to my clients and friends.  It says, “I am not what happened to me, I am what I choose to be”.  This was said by 
Carl Jung, a very famous psychotherapist.  So what did he mean when he said that?  Every situation that you find 
yourself in is because of the choice that you have made.  You may think school has rules.  We are supposed to wake 
up at a certain time, we are supposed to go to school, we are supposed to have prep hour from this time to this time. 
So we don’t have a choice. There may be broader rules in institutions like schools.  So, I know there are certain rules 
that they have to follow. Within those rules, we can still make choices. So, do you choose to study hard or do you 
choose not to study.  Do you choose to really give yourself, give it 100% when you are in the sports field or do you 
just want to slack off. These are the choices that you may have. These choices will become wider and much more 
pertinent once you leave school. I am only telling you this because you all will be leaving school. You will all have 
the opportunity to make bigger and more important decisions and everyone of those decisions will determine 
what happens, will determine what situation you find yourself in. People who claim that they don’t have time, it is a 
choice that they don’t have time. Remember the first quote by John F Kennedy, the President of the most powerful 
country, he had the time. Michelle Obama had the time to exercise.  I hear this all the time from women whom I 
counsel. Why don’t you exercise? I don’t have time. That is not true at all.  It is a choice that you are making. So, you 
can choose to watch T.V. or you can choose to sleep late and then not be able to be functional the next morning.  
You can choose to study or you can choose to read a book. These are all choices, so don’t tell yourself and don’t tell 
other people that I can’t help it because I don’t have a choice.  You do have a choice. The reason why I am telling 
you that you have choices is because I think we are all privileged human beings.  There are individuals who are 
not so privileged.  For instance, the tribes in Africa or the Jews in the old days who were sent to the gas chambers. 
They don’t have any choice, they were victims. But we are all privileged people and we can exercise that choice and 
make the right decisions. So happiness is a choice, attitude is a choice, kindness is a choice, love is a choice, respect 
is a choice, everything is a choice.  So, choose wisely.

Rule No.4 – ‘discover yourself’.  What lies behind you, what lies in front of you, are tiny in comparison to what 
lies within you.  So, you may say what kind of a role is this?  I know myself, I know my name, I know when I was 
born, I know which food I don’t like, I know who I don’t like. You know about all these things. But truly knowing 
about yourself, what you want from life, is too big a question to ask a 12-year-old. But you should think about his. 
What do you want from life?  Your best friend may want to start a business, want to become the most successful 
businesswoman. You may want to get married and have children, stay at home. So that may be something that you 
want and you truly aspire towards. May be, somebody else wants both. They want to be a mother, they want to be 
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married, they want a business, they want to be successful, it all depends on what you want.  So understanding that 
is very important. Today, especially, when there are so many choices in about everything, in every aspect of life, 
it is truly important for us to truly understand what we want and what makes us tick, what makes us happy, what 
disappoints us. You need to give all of these a little thought. Spend a little time everyday thinking about these. And 
each of us, as I said, is very much different. So, each of us have to decide what we want and not think about what 
she wants me to become, a doctor, an engineer or a teacher or whatever it is. What you want to become is what you 
should think about. The most beautiful relationship that you will ever have is the relationship with yourself. And, if 
you make that relationship a happy one, then rest assured that you will have a really fruitful life. So a little bit about 
my personal story. When I was younger, I didn’t know whether I wanted to do medicine or I wanted to do fitness. 
All I knew was that I wanted to work with people, not with construction, not with papers, not with paint. I wanted 
to work with people. I was good in science, so my obvious choice was to do medicine. I don’t know whether I would 
have made the same choice today because there are so many other options. But, I know that in those days, that 
was the choice that I made. Once I started working with women, I started understanding that so many diseases that 
these women come to be with are preventable.  That is because of the choices these women are making.  Because 
of the choices they are making on what to eat, because of the choices they are making of not to exercise. They were 
getting ill because they were eating the wrong kind of food. They were getting ill because they were not exercising. 
So, I went on to certify in fitness and that is because I realized that it is something that I loved, my passion. Medicine 
is my profession and fitness is my passion and I truly believe that the two are inseparable. Fitness and lifestyle and 
medicine are inseparable because many many of the diseases that we have today can be treated using lifestyle and 
it so happens that now I have got into lifestyle medicine as well, as I am going away for a conference on lifestyle 
medicine to Taipei. I am really excited about it. I ask myself what I want really from life and I know that what I really 
want from life is to help people not get ill, to start with to prevent diseases, to educate women, to really help them 
empower themselves.  That is what I love to do and somehow my journey had been such that it is like connecting 
the dots when I look back and I think about the years after I came back from the medical college and my post 
graduation in 1994.  The first 5 years here were extremely lonely, extremely difficult because all my friends had 
gone away. I studied in St. Hilda’s. All my boarding friends had gone away. I had no friends. All I did was work and 
exercise. I would get up and go for my walk in the morning. I would work all day long and go for another walk in the 
evening. In those days, we had a show called Aerobics Oz Style.  None of you will know about it.  This was in the 
90’s.  I will get in front of the TV, the little boxes we have in those days, and I will be dancing around in Aerobics 
Oz Style.  From there I started my journey in fitness.  So, it is a choice that I made because I understood that I really 
wanted it in life. So do try and get to know yourself. Really beautiful relationship if you really understand yourself 
better.

Rule No.5 – ‘Surround yourself with good people’.  No man is an island.  “Surround yourself with people who make 
you happy. People who make you laugh, who help you when you are in need, people who genuinely care.  They are 
the ones worth keeping in your life. Everyone else is just passing through” – Karl Marx.  He was a philosopher and 
scientist and these people that I am talking about can be friends, they could be parents, they could be teachers, 
mentors, colleagues, you have to choose the people who you have to keep close to you. Not everybody will be your 
best friend, not everybody should be in your life.  Some people you may fall out with, you may have a problem with, 
you may have a fight with, you may stop talking to them.  But, every relationship we have will teach us a lesson. 
Relationships are there for us to learn lessons.

Ultimately, we will find people who will support us and who will help us get through life slightly easier and slightly 
more comfortable. I have people like Mr Thomas who I greatly admire and look to for advice. I have very very close 
friends, who, I think without them life would not be the same. So, you have to decide and of course, you might 
have a huge number of friends. Talking about friends, you may have thousands on facebook.  Is facebook allowed?  
Thousands of friends, I am sure that all of them are not your friends.  They are just there as people that you can 
connect with on a daily basis. You want to know something about their life and so on.  But they are not the friends 
that you are turning to when you are in need and when you need support and when you need a shoulder to cry on 
or for advice, for instance. Be selective about the people you allow into your life and as you grow older, I have found 
that my circle has grown tighter and smaller. I don’t let so many people in. People on whom I can depend 100%. For 
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that to happen, however, you have to give, you have to be a good friend too. You have to be the mentor, you have 
to be the guide, you have to make the time for those people. You can’t have people around you to support you, you 
have to be supportive as well. Surrounding yourself with good people would be my rule number 5.

Rule No.6 – ‘Make learning a habit’.  How many of you think that once you leave school, you may go to college, 
you can shut your books and say I am done with studying.  How many of you think that?  Many of you, I am sure.  
I thought that. Then I went to medical college. And then, I finished medical college and then I said, I am done 
with this. But it never stops. It really never stops. There is no end to education. It is not that you read a book, 
pass examination and finish with education. “The whole of life, from the moment you are born to the moment you 
die, is a process of learning” – J.Krishnamurthi.  So, when I say, a process of learning, I don’t mean that you have 
to study a chapter, memorise it and regurgitate it. What I mean is life itself is a learning experience. Everything 
in life is a learning experience. But I also think we should make conscious efforts to include learning into our 
life. It could be something as simple as this is something that I do, learn something new every year. It could be a 
new physical activity, a new language, a new skill, pottery or whatever it is. Learn something every year or read 
a book every month. That is 12 – 15 books every year. Something where you will have your own set of rules to 
improve your mind. When you do that again, it is a journey within yourself because learning is, for you.  It is not for 
somebody else.  It is a journey that you traverse by yourself and it can be a very enjoyable journey. Today, with the 
internet, you know that anything is possible. You can go online and do any course and pass exams online and do 
whatever it is that you want. So do make learning something that is a habit all through life. Be hungry.  Be hungry 
for knowledge. Be hungry for education. I am also here to say that academics is not the only thing that determines 
whether you are a smart person or not. You also need something called Emotional Intelligence, not just I.Q. but 
Emotional Intelligence. You need other kinds of intelligence, a spiritual intelligence. You need physical intelligence 
for fitness. You need financial intelligence, specially if you are going to run a business. So, these are all things that 
come with educating yourself. Do make it a habit to learn as much as you can through your life. So, you must be 
thinking oh God!  She comes and tells us to keep learning and here we are waiting to get out of school. Let me tell 
you it can be a very very interesting experience.

Rule No.7 – ‘Find your passion’.  Your work is going to fill a large part of your life and the only way to be truly 
satisfied is to love what you do.  “If you haven’t found it yet, keep looking. Don’t settle. As with all matters of the 
heart, you’ll know when you find it”. – Steve Jobs. You know who Steve Jobs is. He invented or designed the Mac 
which is one of the most beautiful pieces of equipment. So what do I mean when I say ‘find your passion?’ It is not 
necessarily the work, not necessarily your job. Find yourself something you love. Even a housewife who is at home, 
she is looking after kids, she is cooking, cleaning, maintaining at home, if she finds what she loves, she can join it.  
If you love what you do, it is not work anymore. For me, going to the hospital, treating women, looking after women, 
teaching fitness, is not work. I don’t consider it as work. I enjoyed it so much that I wished that there would be more 
hours for me in the day for me to continue what I am doing. So, again this goes back to knowing yourself. What is 
it that you want?  What is it that makes you happy? What is it that gets you excited?  Pay attention to that because 
that is what makes you find your passion. And you can change your passion. You may decide to become a trapeze 
artist, you may decide to become a carpenter, whatever it is.  But, whatever it is, find that you will never work in the 
day throughout your life. You will enjoy your life.

Rule No.8 – ‘Believe and be true to yourself’. This is again connected to knowing yourself. So, if you know yourself 
and if you believe in something, like, may be, you want to do English, you want to become a scholar of English. May 
be, your parents want you to do medicine. But, you have to believe what you want to do, because that is what helps 
you achieve greater heights rather than what you are forced to do just because parents wanted or just because 
society wants it or somebody else wants it. So, you have to believe in yourself and also be true to yourself. What 
do I mean by that? Authenticity is nothing but being honest; what you want and how you want to achieve it. So, if 
you are trying to be somebody else, like Judy Garland said, “Be a first rate version of yourself rather than a second 
rate version of someone else”. So you may want to be like your best friend. But she’s not you and you are not her. 
She has different genes, she has different parents, you can’t be her. You may try and imbibe good qualities from her, 
fine. But you can’t be her. What you can be is a really great version of yourself.  And that is possible, if you believe 
that you are capable of big things and if you believe to be true to yourself. So authenticity is something that is very 
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important and I think this also goes back to the quote about making choices because when you make a choice, you 
make a choice, you make it because it is something that you believe in being true to yourself. This may not sit well 
with people sometimes. You have to make a choice that others don’t want. They may want something else. Believe 
in yourself and you stay by your choice. You can say bravely that I take responsibility for myself, for my choices. We 
may fall, we may stumble but get up, dust yourself of and keep going.  Because believing in yourself is again one 
thing that will give you a great deal of happiness, pride and make you a better person.

The next rule is - ‘make friends with that person in the mirror’.  Now this is kind of related to what I call body 
image. How many look into the mirror and say, God, I wish I was taller, shorter, fatter, darker, fairer. How many 
of you do that? Almost many hands going up. O.k.  So, here, I’m going to tell you that you have to make friends 
with that person in the mirror. It doesn’t matter what you look like. What you look like is only half the story. The 
half within you is the other half. You can be a better version of yourself. If you exercise, if you eat well, if you are 
true to yourself, if you believe in yourself, you can be a better version of yourself. But you cannot do much about 
your height, there is a lot you can do about your weight. I do remember, when I was in school, I used to be in the 
assembly line, I was always third. I always wished I could stand at the last. I wished I should have been 5 inches 
taller. But after a certain time we realise that, you know that this is God given. My mother is shorter but my father 
was taller. Unfortunately, I didn’t get these genes, it’s o.k., that’s fine.  You may have the best of what you have.  I 
wear heels. So you can do the best you can. You can dress amazingly, have the most stylish haircut, you can use 
the best make-up, can be a better version of yourself. You can do that and you don’t have to feel that you look bad 
or you are not fair enough, you know, too dark, your curly hair, we should have straight hair. Those are things that 
does something to your soul. But you look in the mirror and if you don’t like what you see day in and day out, it 
does something to your soul. And if you’re going to start that right now and you are going to continue through life, 
it’s not good for you. It’s really not good for you. Counselling women day in and day out, this is the first thing I tell 
them. Even if they come to me saying that I am fat, I want to lose 10 kilos, they have to start with actually loving 
themselves, actually making friends with that person in mirror first. And then can they lose weight, then they can 
achieve whatever they want. And what is really interesting is that, those that are more successful are the ones who 
appreciate themselves at that point.

Not I’ll look at myself in the mirror after I lose 10 kilos, love that person in the mirror now. Then you can love that 
person and be the best version of yourself. So if I come and talk to you again, I don’t want these hands up. You really 
need to look into the mirror and say, hey, I look quite good. I really like what I see. I can really become better but I 
like what I see now.

So a word to parents, teachers and older people, even the older girls; don’t focus on the physical. When you talk to 
somebody, you praise the youngster, praise the young child. Don’t praise her only for her physical attribute.  Praise 
her for her capacity. Praise her for what she does. Praise her for what she has achieved, something.  Because, if you 
praise a small child, from the time she’s very young, you can keep telling her, you are so pretty, oh! You are so fair, 
you have got such lovely hair, she will grow up thinking that as a priority. She’s going to grow up thinking that. This 
is what pleases Mummy, this is the thing that pleases my friends, my looks. So, whenever you interact with other 
people, try not to focus on the physical; focus on what they are capable of.

And the last rule, ‘live, give, love and have fun.’ The secret of health between the mind and body is not to mourn 
for the past, not to worry about the future and not to anticipate troubles, but live in the present moment wisely 
and honestly. How many of you sitting here are thinking about what you’re going to have for lunch? So, basically, 
you’re not here. You’re not here, you’re not listening to me. You’re dreaming about what you are going to have for 
lunch, what you are going to have for breakfast? When am I going to play my game? You are not present. So it’s 
really important to be present in the moment. The only thing that’s real is the moment, nothing else is real. Past 
is past and the future hasn’t yet arrived. Nothing else is real. The only thing that is real is what is happening right 
here, right now to you. So, you have to live life to the fullest. Somehow, some of us will live up to 90 – 100 years, 
some of us will not. So whatever your life is, you have it in front of you. Live it to the fullest, have fun, give more 
than you receive. Love as much as you can. There is something that changes your perspective, it changes the way 
you experience life. All of this is critical to live a fruitful life and to become a better person, to give all to be better 
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human beings. That should be one objective, whether we are in school, or whether we are working, we are teaching, 
your objective should be to be better people.

So these are my 10 rules for a great body and mind. You can make up your own 10 rules. But try and live by them. 
They even change with time, as you grow older. You will find that your rules are changing now, getting different. 
But that’s fine.

Have your own 10 rules and follow these rules and just observe and see how you take it and how you are able to live 
life in a way that is not fruitful to you, but also fruitful to people around you. That’s what we need to understand 
that we are not here just for ourselves, you are here for a bigger purpose.

So with these 10 rules, I think you can get quite far but like I said have your own 10 rules and see how you can take 
it forward. Thank you so much for listening. 

Speech of Mr Maroof Raza at a Special Assembly held in GSIS on 
Wednesday, 15 March 2017 

Good evening, Dr Thomas, Mrs Thomas, Vice Principals, members of the staff, ladies and gentlemen. This is the 
second occasion I had of speaking to you all. I attribute this once again to the initiative of Brig. Suresh, my old 
friend. I am delighted to be back amongst you, and I hope, after the way, embarrassingly long introduction that was 
given about me and my profile, that I don’t end up this point because I have to get on in years. 

One of the things that one actually safely count on is one’s CV becoming bigger and bigger. But, in reality, the 
proof of the pudding, will lie in what I deliver now and let me run you through some of the thoughts that I think 
are very important for you all to understand what it means to be an ‘Indian.’ I always argue, India is not just a 
territorial nation state. India, more importantly, is an idea. It is a collection of ideas and I think, though, we have, 
like the Americans, a great influence of the British empire on our lives even though Mr Shashi Tharoor would argue 
otherwise in his book ‘An Era of Darkness,’ the fact of the matter is when I was driving up yesterday to this beautiful 
part of the world, the Nilgiris, I kept saying to my wife, “Hats off to the British.” They had the vision, among other 
things to go and identify a piece of land like the Nilgiris and make it this little heaven on earth. So, to that extent, 

Mr Maroof Raza addressing the students and staff of GSIS
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the British were able. If you go back, there is a very interesting book by Jan Morris, ‘Farewell the Trumpets’ which 
talks about the Empire, how the Empire was created. In some parts of the world, an odd Englishman just went up 
there and stood on an empty plot of land and put the flag there and he says, “I pronounce this as English territory 
in the name of his majesty, the King of England.” Since none of the tribals knew what he was saying, he assumed 
they accepted what he said, and this became British territory. This is how, if you recall Maxwell’s book on ‘Soldier 
Sahebs’ how Punjab, the great Punjab, was taken over, which is now divided between India and Pakistan and for 
many Pakistanis it is the heart of Punjab.  As I sometimes joke with the Pakistanis on TV, I say, “Be prepared, one 
by one all your provinces will leave you and you will be left with the Rann of Punjab.” But Punjab, to them is their 
heartland. 60% of their land mass, 74% of their military, 75% of their civil services and about 60 odd per cent of 
their population are from there. So, the great Punjab was captured by the British. One Englishman will sit on a horse 
and another man will accompany him and go out and claim, “I challenge you in the name of the King Emperor to 
contest the might of England because I stand by his flag here, and it is important that you accept this flag as central 
to your very being” and this is how much of Punjab was brought under British control without a fight.  

I was giving a lecture two weeks back in Belgaum to soldiers, the Maratha light infantry regiment. I told them, “I 
said I want to bring all of this into context before I get on with the heavier parts that I have to say. Do any of you 
seriously die for your country or do you believe that you are in uniform and you will go and die for your ‘naan and 
nishan’?”  This, ladies and gentlemen, is your ‘naan and nishan’. This symbolizes your association with India.  So, 
why you need to understand this connect is because India is a multicultural entity.  As an Englishman once said 
of the Irish they are like a pair of trousers, singular on top and plural at the bottom.  If you look at India and the 
traditional Indian dhoti, it symbolizes much more plurality. That is what makes India. We are a collection of ideas, 
entities or traditions of civilizational inheritance which territorially cannot define India. To define India territorially 
only happened with the survey of India which the British undertook and defined the map of India which people like 
me believe is the prettiest map of any country in the world. But that map of India define for us, India. But, there is 
an India that goes well beyond that. 

Do you know that there is a very strong Persian influence on the Indian language Urdu which the Pakistanis have 
adopted and called it their national language.  Ironically, they speak Urdu with a Punjabi accent. Then there is the 
Indian presence in Indonesia because in Indonesia you have the Khasa Indonesia. Khasa, as many of you know, is 
an Indian word. So, where is India? Is India running only from Kashmir to Kerala or India all the way from Persia to 
Indonesia. We need to understand that and that is why I have chosen this as the subject. Tomorrow’s Ambassadors 
of this country and the ideal for which the country stands will be all of you. You need to go out and tell the world. 
I have always been, my life is witness for that, I have never been apologetic of being Indian.  I feel sorry that many 
people, used to go with their tails between their legs and feel sorry about being from a third world country. Sorry, 
what will I do? It is not really my fault. I am born into it. I, in turn, turn around and give it to them. A Pakistani asked 
me once, if you are such a secular country, why do you call yourself Hindustan. I looked at the Pakistani and I joked. 
I said, “Why don’t you dig up the grave of Allama Iqbal, who is your founding poet and writer and ask him, why 
he wrote ‘Sare Jahan se Acha Hindustan Hamara’.”  So, the Pakistani turned around and went away and he asked 
another Indian official, “what kind of a guy is he?”  They said, “So keep away from him.”   What you need to do is, 
you need to go into the world with all guns blazing, but before you do that you need to understand where you are 
coming from. It is very important. You know, man in history goes through three phases: - Where he came from?  
Where he is?  Where he will go?  He or she, because, if you don’t understand your past, you will never understand 
where to go in the future. 

As Naipaul once said, “India is a wonderful idea of contradictions, because it is a mix between the archaism of 
the past and the promise of the future.” Somewhere in between lies where you and I are oscillating. We are not 
into the promise of the future and we do not want to be hung up with the past. Modern India has been defined by 
modern generations and this is more a creation of the 1970s and 1980s and beyond when people began to try 
and look at India as one collective entity. But India cannot be one collective entity and therefore I go back to my 
starting point. Like America, we are an ideal. We are an ideal, which is willing to accommodate all types of people, 
all types of societies, all types of civilizations as long as you are chasing the American ideal. I think, there is time 
for us to define the Indian ideal. The Indian ideal, ladies and gentlemen, is not the shining India which you and I 
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are benefiting from the Indian ideal of tomorrow has to take along more of others who are not part of this affluent 
culture, affluent inheritance that many of us are a part of. It will have to absorb everybody else, even though 250 
million or more people today are part of the shining India experiment. Just to put in context with the population of 
the United States. So, that is not a small number. That many number of people in India, in one way or the other, are 
already figuring in the middle class calculus of the world. Apparently, by one methodology, by 2016, 267 million 
Indians were meant to be earning individually on an average between twenty thousand and one lakh rupees a 
month. And as Dr Thomas will bear me out, this is a princely sum. Do you know that the state of Kashmir which 
today is the bone of contention between India and Pakistan was bought by the Maharaja of Kashmir for a sum of Rs. 
70 lakh. For that, you will not get a flat today in Gurgaon. But, therefore, the average Indian who is earning today 
can aspire in his lifetime to buy an equivalent of the state of Kashmir. That is the positivity with which we have to 
look at what India has to offer.  

India is ranked today as the fastest growing economy in the world.  But, being the fastest growing big economy, 
have we got everything right?  I don’t think so, because despite all these large figures, a very small fraction of the 
Indians pay taxes. And unless more Indians pay taxes, India cannot continue to prosper because the funds are not 
going to be available with the government to do more for the country. The third point to understand is that India 
has enormous hard par capabilities and soft par capabilities. Now, let me run you through the immense strengths 
and diversities of India. The first is India is multi-cultural, multi-ethnic. This is something that we all understand 
and we are willing to accept that this is a unique country. The second thing we need to understand is that India has 
wide diversity. India has enormous hard and soft par capabilities. We only look at our problems. We don’t look at 
our strengths. The biggest strength that we have is our cultural diversity. Once a Bangladeshi said to me, “If you 
go anywhere from Kashmir to Kerala, from Gujarat to Guwahati and you will find an ‘Indianness’ that runs through 
India. You cannot say that for many other countries.” Say the countries in our neighbourhood, for example Pakistan, 
which is always on my hit list because they define themselves best as being one, ‘not India’. We define ourselves 
as being one that is a multicultural, multiethnic mix of people and cultures which we have decided to absorb and 
take along. An institution that Brig. Suresh and I belong to very proudly, is the army, it the finest example. As I have 
mentioned to Dr Thomas earlier, I mean Good Shepherd’s achievement not withstanding across the country is the 
one single institution that has put all kinds of religious diversity, ethnic complexities, all under one roof and made a 
healthy mix of all and the Officers’ religion is that of the men he commands, and not vice versa. It is very important 
to understand that if you are a South Indian, but if you happened to be commissioned in the Sikh regiment, you 
will go to the Gurudwaras on Sunday wearing a turban and you will respond to your men by saying ‘Sat Shri Akal’ 
when he salutes you in as much as a Sikh officer serving in the Madras regiment of Brig. Suresh will respond to 
his men by saying ‘namaskar’. That is the India Nehru went up to build and in fact, there are people at the time of 
India’s independence that opposed the idea that India should become a country that should absorb all its religious 
diversities. But Nehru argued, in true principle of liberal, academic and intellectual of his time, even though I have 
real problems with Nehru’s messing up India’s foreign policy in more occasion than one, but when it comes to the 
making of India, I think a lot of credit has to be given to Panditji, because in the Constituent Assembly debates that 
took place in India in the early part of the post-independence period in 1949 – 1950 when the constitution of India 
was finally imbibed by us, there was a lot of debate on what kind of India should we build.  Should we be a multi-
cultural, multi-religious, multi-ethnic mix or should democracy mean the rule of the majority by pure numbers and 
that makes it the majority religion and therefore, you become a kind of single religion dominated society, which 
unfortunately Pakistan and Sri Lanka have clearly chosen to become. Bangladesh is trying to veer away from that, 
but we have very steadfastly stood out of that in our debate within the society. I think people like Nehru made it 
very clear that being Indian has nothing much to do with your religious identity. It has to do with your commitment 
to the idea of India. The idea of India, therefore, has historical inheritance, has patriotism, has a commitment to 
what India should be tomorrow. It is very important, therefore, to all of you to understand and connect with the 
India which we have inherited. For example, it is very easy to look at India purely as a map-making initiative of the 
cartographic era where a map defines what a nation should be.  But, it is more important to understand that more 
than a map of India, it is the people of India that weave the idea of India together. So,you go to Kerala and you talk 
to a chap on the street and ask who are you?  What is you identity?  He will have no hesitation in saying ‘I am an 
Indian.’ You go to Assam, again a bulk of people will have no hesitation in saying we are Indian. 
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Now all these, despite in various parts of India there being raging conflicts and insurgencies, which I mean in North-
East as some of you may know, there has been a battle with the state, the state means New Delhi.  Since 1954, 
different parts of the North East has been fighting for independence or autonomy. Deep inside now, everybody has 
begun to accept that India as an entity is not going to break up, India as an entity cannot be challenged, India as an 
entity cannot be shaken despite whatever chance a hell of a lot of students make in Delhi and JNU campuses. India 
will remain the way it is, even though the interpretations that of a saffronists hardliner to a long-bearded liberal 
who now-a-days walk around Delhi University’s campus saying ‘God is dead, Jesus is dead and I am not feeling too 
well myself.’ These kind of liberals are now by the side. What is there now is the bulk of the mainstream in India 
who want to get on with the experiment of India. What is the experiment of India? The diverse fields of India all 
come together under our tricolor. India is a country of innovation and enterprise. India is a country which invented 
the ‘zero’ and is now the hope of the software industry. India is a country where businesses are booming and India 
is also a country which offers enormous importance and advantage to those with a sense of ‘jugaad’.  I don’t know 
whether you have heard this word. Very unique Indian word which means an answer to all problems. These are the 
symbols of modern India.  

The peoples’ passions – there are some passions that connects our people together. Cricket, sports, various other 
achievements, even though we don’t have too many in the international arena, but we are getting there.  But there 
are other areas that take the message of India way beyond the shores of India. Bollywood films make more money 
abroad than they make in India. Therefore, the launches of their films are often done abroad first or along with the 
launch here, because that is the market they are targeting. I mean the Indians, the diaspora which has gone, has 
become successful out there, is heading this process and supporting them. The other thing to understand is India’s 
vast media. I go to countries and people say we got four English language channels. I say, “How many English 
language TV news channels do we have? I don’t know. I think something like 20 or so, or may be more. Every other 
day I get a phone call from somebody which gives me a weird name of a new channel and ask me if they could take 
my interview. I will say, “I am sorry, my friend, I am exclusive to the Times Now.” The point is channels are coming 
up. Every other businessman who suddenly realizes that they are getting a lot of money, but they are not getting an 
invitation to the Rashtrapathi Bhavan for dinner with the President, launches a media outfit-either a news channel 
or a newspaper. So there are media groups that are mushrooming like there is no tomorrow and all of them are 
asking and giving a correction. I have spoken to a number of politicians who gets hounded by the media. I ask, 
“Do you feel India has too much of a free press?” You will be surprised by their answer. They turn around and say, 
“We like the bashing we get from the media.” I ask why? They say, “These are the guys who tell us and give us a 
reminder that all is not well with our aim and our agenda.”  

We have women and youth power. When Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke at the Madison Square Garden and 
I happened to be there when he spoke, believe me, other than Mohammed Ali’s last fights, I don’t think Madison 
Square Garden was ever filled up like that as it was for Mr Modi. Here is this man who walks in and as you know, he 
comes from very humble roots and he walked in. There were senators and there were Governors who flew in from 
various states in America to come and be with him and share the stage with him. Whether it was his arrogance or 
whether he was too tense in front of this crowd of twenty-two thousand who was giving him a standing ovation as 
he walked into the same boxing ring where Mohammed Ali and Joe Frazier use to fight, he looked around, he didn’t 
shake anybody’s hand and he started connecting with the audience.  And he said, “India is the India for him of three 
D’s. The India which offers the largest democracy in the world. You see the tamasha that takes place without these 
elections, the India that offers the ‘Demographic Dividend’ for tomorrow. It has the largest population in the world, 
which is sitting on the starting blocks and ready to run their 100 m or 400 m race and they are all charged up. And 
the third D, it is offering the people the opportunity to ‘Develop’ whether make in India or as Dr Thomas said to 
me, “Should it be ‘make in India’ or ‘make for India’?”  But since the Prime Minister pronounced ‘make in India’ as 
his agenda at the Fort, it has become the chant of a lot of people. Essentially what we are looking at is that enough 
is enough for India to fund the defence markets of the world and continue to have the dubious distinction of the 
largest weapons importer of the world. Do you know we import more weapons from the world larger than the size 
of the GDP of Bangladesh or Sri Lanka and we have not gone broke doing that. We still got lot of money to do that. 
The problem is that the armed forces want more and more modernization and it is not happening fast enough. 
Tragically, when we have a good defence minister in this place, he is moved to another state for political purposes 
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and then the defence ministry is again looking at a dark hole for some time till somebody else comes. That is a 
matter of big debate separately. But the point of issue is, we are offering the 3Ds as Modi said. His assumption was 
accurate that India is the land of democracy. India is the land of democratic dividends. India is the land in future of 
all your development initiatives. 

I don’t know how many of you know, but big companies like Boeing to Honeywell and others which could buy off 
most of the world’s small countries with the exception of perhaps the first 10 – 12 richest countries. Beyond that, 
they can buy anybody. They have their global development centres in Bangalore.  They develop their R & D here. 
Honeywell has 28000 employees the last time I visited them in Bangalore.  Boeing claims they have the biggest R 
and D centre.  All the knowledge is coming out of these good South Indian vegetarian minds and they are churning 
out theorems like there is no tomorrow, and that is the India that the world is beginning to respect, because from 
here to Wall Street, they are dominating it all. Top 500 companies on the Forbes list, Indians are there as CEOs.  
And the women of India, believe me, I mean they are far ahead of women of perhaps any other developing country 
and given the opportunity and time they will come up. The soft power; do you know something: virtually all the 
computers, all the software that you use, all the phones that you use, somewhere down the line, there is an Indian 
hand. There is another soft power example which not all of you know, perhaps. Can anybody tell me which is the 
finest city in modern times that the Indians have built?  I know, you are starting to think. Is it Bangalore, Hyderabad, 
no, it is Dubai. You know, that city has been built by India and the Indians. Left to the Arabs, you would have 
something else out there. So, the fact of the matter is that our capabilities are such that we are building first class 
cities across the world, first class technology, and most importantly have the hard military power to defend our 
country’s borders, and in fact, go beyond. 

You know that when the crisis in Yemen was getting out of hand, India was the first country to reach out and 
evacuate people from 26 countries of which there were many Pakistanis who were happy to take a boat ride on 
our ships. But we got there first. When the earthquake happened in Nepal, we got there first. We are the largest 
contributor to the UN peace keeping operations and as I never forget to remind the Americans – you like to pay to 
the world with dollars, we pay for our place in world high table with blood. Because if you want to be it, you have 
to learn a lesson from our armed forces. You want to be it, you have to be prepared to die. If you are scared to die 
as many westerners unfortunately are, then your leadership quotient is only going to dwindle. Not that I am saying 
that every man should be willing to die to become a leader, but then who is going to reach there at the end of the 
day. But, it is important. Another factor about us which again makes India a mesmerizing mix for those who observe 
India is the politics of India. We have one constitution and believe me, ladies and gentlemen, I always tend to take 
the example of Pakistan because they have four constitutions and they still do not know which one to follow. We 
have one and we continue to go by that with minor amendments here and there. We have multiple parties. We 
have the largest democratic process in the world. But most importantly we have an idea that India can be ruled by 
a single political entity from Delhi. This is a historical inheritance. An idea that a Cambridge historian called the 
‘idea of the chakravarty’ that is Raja that ruled with benevolence from Delhi. Now, that is one of the reasons that 
ties Indians together under the democratic umbrella provided you get enough room for doing your own thing, 
own region and own states. Nehru wrote the Discovery of India and since Independence, we have many people 
who started writing about what it means to be Indian. While some like Savarkar, I do not know whether you have 
heard the name, but he is the ideologue of the RSS and the other right wing Hindu groups, argued that Hinduism 
itself defined India and in a way it works because Hinduism is a multicultural, multiethnic entity which India is.  
But Nehru said India should go beyond religion. India must be defined more on the basis of its connect and then 
the argument started what should be the national language of India. We people thought Hindi would connect, but 
Hindi will not connect North and South India. Hindi will not connect North and East India.  Interestingly, ladies and 
gentlemen, the language which I am speaking to you in, will connect more people in India than Hindi does. So, 
therefore, it was decided that if you look at a big denomination Indian rupee note, 17 – 18 languages are all there, 
so Hindi is a national language, but it is not ‘the’ national language. There are other national languages too. Second 
thing to understand is that the constitution of India gives room to people and states to do their business in their 
own local language. In Maharashtra, you could do a land or a lease deal in Maharashtrian without having to do it 
in Hindi or English. I once had an office in Mumbai. So I had to go. I stood there and hear that person read out in 
Marathi and I had no choice because the agent has kept it there and just brought me in. That means the person is 
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satisfied that I have understood and in all good faith, I said, “Long live the Indian Constitution, let us get on with it, 
let me sign and get it out my way.” But the point of issue is, the Indian constitution allows me the flexibility to do 
my own business in a regional language. 

The other thing that I wish to labour a bit on is that there are three trends that have come out in today’s India: The 
bilingual, bicultural Indian identity is defined in three parts. One is that there is an Anglicised metropolitan elite 
to which most of you and I belong to. There is also an urban and lower middle class. Finally, there is a vernacular 
regional group who doesn’t understand why the middle class is chasing prosperity, money, all those goals that 
make up the middle class ideal. They want to get on to preserve that inheritance with preserving what historically 
they believe as the idea of India. Therefore, what happened?  In the time of Nehru, he set out an ideal for a federal 
India, which would respect everybody’s wishes, but still go under the wide umbrella of India. But subsequently, 
ironically, it was his daughter, Mrs Indira Gandhi, who not only put the word secular into the Indian constitution 
but also challenged the very ideals of her father who built India on federal, democratic republic of India and she 
destroyed federation for her own political games to quite an excellent mode that her father had built his political 
capital on. So, today, you have an India where Indians are a product of historical inheritance and modern ambition. 
India’s growth story is being watched with concern, interest and skepticism by the world because this country is 
growing. The Chinese once said to me, “What worries us is that you guys are growing so fast being so disorganized. 
Imagine what you could do if you are organized like us.” So, I think that is a question that we need to ask. How much 
is enough of the democratic process and is diversity our strength? Or is diversity  exploited by political parties to 
create rifts between each other but finally the words of the great Mahatma Gandhi, “A small body of determined 
spirits fired by an unquenchable faith in their mission can alter the course of history”. That is you and me, ladies 
and gentlemen. I will say I come to the end and I open myself out for the questions, if there are any. Thank you.

Speech of Mr Aroon Raman at a Special Assembly held in GSIS on 
Saturday, 18 March 2017 

Good morning, Dr Thomas, Mrs Thomas, Mrs Alexander, Brig. Suresh, all the senior members of the school 
administration, teachers and of course, my very young friends. The fact of the matter is that I actually count myself 
among you and let me start today’s little talk with a story. Stories are fundamental to all societies and it was no 
coincidence that my life too began with a story and my early life was filled with stories from none other than my 
father. So before I was born actually, you will see that my name Aroon is spelt with double ‘o’, when you see my 
books and so later on you’ll see.  So in school I used to be constantly called Maroon, Taroon, Paroon.  So when I 
told my father, I said, “Dad, why did you put a double o”? So he, constantly, for many years told me, “See, you won’t 
understand. When you turn sixty, I’ll tell you the story.”  

Mr Aroon Raman addressing the students and staff of GSIS
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So promptly when I turned sixty I ran to him and said, tell me why you gave me a double o.  And he told me the 
following story: He said, when he was based in Calcutta, he used to work for ITC, those days, a cigarette company. 
And one day he went for a talk given on the Saint – Purandaradasa.  Purandara was a medieval saint and a social 
reformer. When he went to the talk, the person giving the talk said, once a disciple of Purandara came to him and 
Purandara used to keep saying, you must love people, you must have compassion, you must not dislike anybody.  
So a disciple of Purandara said, “Swamy, you keep talking about love, compassion, all this kind of thing” but he said, 
“I take to dislike a lot of people and when I dislike them, how do I change the dislike to like. I find it impossible.” 
So Purandara also had a sense of humour, he laughed. He told the disciple, “My dear chap I think you have a little 
boy, a little son.” So the disciple said, “Yes Swamy, I have a son.” So he said, “Think of your worst enemy, what is his 
name?” Swamy, the name is Ashok.  He said, “Please change your son’s name to Ashok. That way, whenever you call 
him by his name your feeling of dislike and hate will change to love.”  

So, my father said, what a story. He jumped into his little car and he was driving back to Calcutta. In front of him, 
there was a Calcutta Transport Corporation bus. At the back of the bus was an advertisement and when he saw 
the advertisement he got angry, got upset – why?  Because the advertised product was his toughest competitor 
who was giving him sleepless nights; it was a beedi called ‘Aroon’. So he looked at it and he got angry. Then he 
remembered what Purandara said.  So when he went home, my mother was expecting me and he told my mother 
if it’s a boy, it is Aroon. So, when today, people ask me, “Hey, how come double o”?, I have to hang my head and 
say, “I’m named after a beedi.” But a well known beedi, a damn good beedi. A beedi that actually gave a lot of 
tough fight to the brand that my father looked after called Gold Flake. So, even before I was born, my friends, my 
life started with a story and the reason for stories is most important.  And early societies and Dr Chhabra will tell 
you the Todas and many of the old tribes had wonderful stories.  We have from the Bible, we have from the Gita, 
we have from the Quran, we have from all the holy books and our myths. Every religion has a rich treasure trove of 
stories.  

And let me read to you a little piece about the Mongol tribe, under Chengiz Khan. Once upon a time, plague struck 
the Mongols. The plague affected the healthy, leaving them sick. They were saying, “Let fate decide whether they 
live or they die.”  Among the sick, there was a youth named Tarwar. His spirit left his body and came to the place 
of death. The ruler of that place said to Tarwar, “Why have you left your body when it is still alive? I wanted you 
to wait for me to call you” and Tarwar said, “No, I just came.” Touched by his readiness to die, the Khan of the 
underworld said, “Your time has not yet come, you must return but you may take anything from here that you wish.”  
Tarwar looked around and saw all the earthly joys and talents, wealth, happiness, laughter, luck, music, dance and 
he said, “Give me the art of story telling,” for he knew that stories can summon all other joys.  So he returned to 
his body only to find that the crows had already pecked out his eyes. Since he could not disobey the Khan of the 
underworld, he reentered his body and lived on blindly, but with the knowledge of all stories.  For the rest of his 
life, he travelled across Mongolia telling tales and legend and bringing the people joy and wisdom. So stories are 
crucial to life itself.  

And this is a wonderful photograph taken by a photographer in the 1950s called Nat Farbman. Farbman was unique 
because he wandered for decades with the Bushmen of the Kalahari Desert and he became like one of them. 
But Farbman was also different, because not only could he wander and win the respect of the tribes, a lot like Dr 
Chabbra has done with the Todas, but he was equally at home in the shallows and high society of New York. So this 
was a man who could straddle and walk across both worlds because both worlds were as meaningful to him, each 
supporting the other. And stories and my quest for stories have always tended me to take me across unusual, very 
special and very interesting worlds.  

I’m going to tell you two stories which are very important to your understanding of certain things. And I’ve been a 
little lucky in that unusual things have happened to me since a very young age. Of course, even before I was born, 
there was a story which I told you. But I went to boarding school; lot like all of you, I went to Rishi Valley School, 
of which a lot of you may have heard of. It was a wide expansive valley, and don’t forget this was in 1972. I was 
twelve years old and had a tendency to be more mischievous than usual. So when I went to school, the first thing 
that the school told me, I mean, not the school but lots of the people around said that there are these three hills in 



THE SHEPHERDIAN  | 153

the distance. So if you see the triad of hills there, one is called Rishi Konda after which the Rishi valley is named, 
where the sage is supposed to have lived many years ago. So I was told, “Don’t walk there after 6 o’clock in the 
evening, it is supposed to be people with very, very strange spirits and ghosts.” So, as soon as I heard it is sharp 
5:45, I was there on this road and at 6 o’clock the sun was beginning to set behind the hills, you can see a rounded 
hill at the back, that’s called Bodi Konda, that’s the tallest actually, though it looks short from this photograph, it’s 
the tallest hill and I started to walk down that hill. It was 6 o’clock and the sun was beginning to set. I walked about 
half a kilometer and there was not a soul inside and it was very, very deserted. Suddenly I saw in front of me a man 
driving twenty or thirty goats in front of him, a goat herd. So he asked me in Telugu ‘thambi’, that is brother, “where 
are you going?”  I said, “I’m just walking this way. I’ve heard some stories and I just want to see what’s happening.” 
He said, “Well, it’s going to rain, it’s better you don’t walk very far.” So I looked up at the sky, not a cloud in the sky, 
absolutely clear, I said, “What are you saying?”  There’s not a hint of cloud. He said, “No, but it is going to rain.” I 
said, “No, I don’t believe you.” He said, “Why don’t you come and sit with me below the tamarind tree here and stay 
with me for ten minutes.” So I went to him, I squatted beneath the tree and he gave me a little bowl of ragi to eat. 
I took it from him and I started to eat it and he said, “Watch Bodi Konda.” In three to four minutes we saw a puff of 
grey smoke rising between Bodi Konda and the peak in front called centre peak.  And it rose, it rose, it was boiling 
and it was a tight cotton ball of cloud and as it moved in front of the three hills we could see a shower of rain falling 
from it.  He said, “It’s going to travel very fast here. Do you want to race with the rain?” I said, “Yes, I want to race 
with the rain.” He said, “Stand on the path.” So I went up, I stood on the path and he said, “Run when I tell you to 
run.” From behind, the cloud was coming and I began to hear a ‘ssshhh’ kind of a sound.  I looked back and it’s a 
sight that still makes my hair rise. The sun is setting and shining through the droplets of rain that are falling from 
this cloud. No more than the width of this hall, it’s like a cut and when the sun shines through these raindrops it’s 
like rubies are falling down, like a hail of rubies. And he said – “Go!”  And I was a very fast runner, I took off like a 
bullet and behind me I could hear this ‘ssshhh’ kind of a sound and the rain hit me like a physical blow in no time 
and flashed into the distance.  I tripped, I slid on the mud and I rolled and when I got up, the cloud and the rain had 
flashed away into the distance.  And I was drenched and something had happened and I was shivering. So I got up 
and I looked around. There’s no Gopal, there are no goats. I ran back and if you look at this countryside there is not 
much, there is no tree cover, it’s very barren. I ran back but no sign of Gopal, there is nobody and it is impossible 
that he could have vanished from sight. So I looked for half an hour, no sign of goats or Gopal and I walked back 
to school to receive a sound beating, not beating but my teachers were saying, “First day at school and you have 
misbehaved.” But, even today, I ask myself, what happened to Gopal?  How did he know that the cloud was coming 
and I remembered him telling me in Telugu which I understood only in a broken way that “how do you know?” I 
asked him first. He said, “Because that which is coming, my friend and I know.” So, I wrote a piece a little later in 
the well known novelist Anita Nair’s blog, ‘The man who called the cloud his friend’. That was one incident that 
happened very soon when I joined school.  

Shortly afterwards, of course, unfortunately, I was up to some other mischief. There was a kerosene seller in school 
and he was an old man and that’s the cart on the right in the photo. So he used to sell kerosene to the staff members.  
So he used to open a little tap, people will buy kerosene and he used to go. One day, he died and the kerosene drum 
and the cart were left in the remote part of the campus where nobody comes. So my friends and I happened to be 
taking a trek in those parts and my friend and me took a bet, “Who can get into the drum and stay the longest.” So, 
of course, the bet was very important, because it was Cadbury chocolate that we would get at the end of it. Those 
days it’s a very precious commodity. So he got in first and I latched him down and he could not stay more than 
thirty seconds. He started banging, “Let me out, let me out.” So I got him out. So I said, “It’s my turn, if I cross thirty 
seconds, I win the Cadbury chocolate.” I got in and he latched me down. What we did not know was that the school 
had a dairy with cows and bulls, they were coming down the path and just after he latched me down one of the 
bulls was bad tempered and it hit my friend and it kind of butted him and he fell down and he lost consciousness. 
The dairy person bringing the cows scooped him up and ran towards the hospital with him, not realizing that I was 
stuck inside the drum. I was holding on counting till thirty, because if I cross thirty one I would get the Cadbury 
chocolate. I went up with thirty five and I couldn’t breathe and I started banging. No response. And I banged again 
and I thought this guy is playing the fool with me and banged again, no response. Thirty five seconds became one 
minute (sixty seconds), no response. Two minutes, three minutes, by now there was a lot of panic and it was getting 
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extremely hot inside, like an oven. I banged, I did this, I did that but I also realized dimly that I was using the air 
inside the drum. The more I shouted, the more I yelled. For a while it struck me that I was probably not going to 
come out of that. After about five minutes of extreme fear, I thought, what does that mean? I mean something has 
happened. Either my friend, something has happened to him. Why was he not opening the drum? He was taken to 
the hospital and there he was murmuring in his unconsciousness. He was telling my name again and again. And the 
doctor couldn’t understand why he was saying this. Finally after fifteen minutes he regained consciousness and 
he said, ‘Aroon is in the drum’. By the time twenty five minutes had passed. The staff rushed back and they threw 
open the drum and I was barely sort of hanging in there. Thirty five minutes had passed. So, when they pulled me 
out I couldn’t stand. So even today, I have a kind of a, I’m a little claustrophobic. I don’t like closed spaces and that 
comes from that incident. But it was a profound incident in that it made me come face to face with something that 
shouldn’t have happened. That was when I was thirteen years old. So, every time, of course, the school complained 
to my father and said, “Look, you know, this chap is getting out of control.” Then, I was given a big talking to and I 
became a little more serious about it. 

But, the reason I tell you these stories, my friends, is that I have been lucky enough that things have happened to 
me and also that stories have been told to me and I’ve read books of Arthur Conan Doyle, the old adventure story 
to get my imagination alive and all of you have this fantastic kaleidoscopic coloured imagination of your childhood 
and your youth. Unfortunately, for most of us, very soon, life becomes a traffic jam. Why is that?  Now, let me make 
myself very clear. We are all in school to do well. Our parents have sent us for a reason. We are all in the school to 
do the best we can to put our best foot forward. So that subsequently, we do well in life, right. But through all this 
which is very, very important it is equally important in my mind, not to let your life become a traffic jam.  

In many schools when I speak to students particularly in the senior classes X, XI, XII and I say, “Hey what are your 
issues?”  A lot of them obviously are concerned that they should get into the right academic institutions, the right 
colleges, the right professional schools and so on. But believe me, the moment I speak to people who are in good 
positions in good jobs, I’ve spoken at Infosys, I’ve spoken at Wipro, I’ve spoken at large manufacturing companies, 
I’ve spoken at other places, they also are caught in a traffic jam, because they need to advance their careers. Yet 
others, when I speak to them, “Hey what’s bothering you?”  They say, “Well, we’re already doing well in our careers 
but we need to find the right person to marry. We are under pressure from our parents, we’ve also have to find the 
right people.” What about love? How do we find love? And of course, when I speak to parents, young parents who 
are working in Infosys, many of the ladies say I am looking after the baby, you know it’s becoming a big challenge 
for me to manage home and to manage careers. So right from the time of X, XI, XII the narrative is not changing very 
much. We see the pressures of life are there, the type of pressures like the changes, the type of challenges slightly 
change, but the traffic jam of life seems to very much continue and so, some of my friends seek adventure. They 
start going, this is a friend of mine who went to Pakistan and started to travel in many lawless provinces there. But 
this is not an option that all of us can really follow. I do a lot of trekking, I actually go and see, try and visit. There 
are some very, very remote places but that’s not possible in the early years of one’s life easily.  

So what do we have to do?  For much of our lives we must create our own very rich life right inside. It’s what the 
poet Ramanujan called the ‘Interior Landscape’ in a slightly different context. We must not only have a rich outside 
world, but we must have an extremely rich inner world. You must create our inner world and those of you who have 
not read this book, please go and read a short story, it’s called ‘The Secret Life of Walter Mitty’. It’s been made into 
a film many times, written by James Thurber in the 1950’s. It is available free on the net, it’s a small little short 
story of a man called Walter Mitty who is hen pecked by his wife, but periodically when he goes and drops her at 
the grocery store, when he takes her to the hair dresser, his imaginations starts to go forward, he is a super spy, he 
is a Submarine Commander, he is an Air Force pilot, right.  

And so, in our own little way, I encourage you to keep your inner life aflame by doing something else other than 
what your mainstream career demands.  See the ‘bizarre within the mundane’, the funny within the serious. And 
Vivekananda said it extremely well when he said, ‘We are what our thoughts have made us’. Words are secondary, 
thoughts live, they travel far. Take care of what you think. I was reminded about this whole approach to life, when 
I was in JNU and we got into some student problem, as usual.  A lot of you would have read the recent incidents 
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in JNU. Kanhaiya Kumar, so many incidents. JNU has a very long history and for no fault of mine I’d been to the 
Government of India actually to apply for a grant to do a trek in Jammu Kashmir. We just got back into campus. 
Campus was in ferment and the Union was up, all things were going on and before I knew what was happening 
I was also arrested with the rest of the group and one night of June 1983, I found myself within the precincts of 
India’s maximum security prison Tihar jail. I stayed in Tihar for nine days. When I went in I was 53 kilograms, when I 
came out I was 40. So those of you, who want to lose weight, free of cost, please come to me and I’ll make the right 
introductions. You may think it was a difficult time, it was. Delhi was 46 degrees that summer and we didn’t have 
drinking water for the first 48 hours. Food was very, very bad as category C prisoner’s food was contaminated and 
adulterated, so we couldn’t eat it, so no food, no water for the first two days. Then small amounts of food from day 
three and a very, very difficult living condition. But the interesting thing was where a lot of people around me felt 
the strain and the stress and actually broke down, we were category C prisoners which means we were put with 
pickpockets and petty thieves. Next to my barrack was a master criminal who is now lodged in Kathmandu central 
prison Mr Charles Sobraj. He is an internationally known criminal. My other barrack mate was a very famous bank 
robber of the 1970s.  

So, in prison, you come across a class of people, you can never come across otherwise. You have only two options, 
either you struggle and you survive and you kind of collapse or you actually go and find out what the others are 
up to. And unfortunately my dear friends, Tihar is filled with people from Tamil Nadu and Karnataka.  I don’t know 
why? A lot of them go to Delhi and they get caught for various petty crimes and they are stuck.  Fortunately I speak 
both Kannada and Tamil, so I got friendly with a lot of them. So, I could go on in Tihar for nine days. It’s a saga in 
itself, but only to tell you that some of the most interesting people I met were very sad. One of them, who as an 
ex-master pickpocket called Murugan, in fact asked me in Tamil, he said, ‘I’ve never seen students sitting like this 
in Tihar jail. What are you studying?’  I said, “Murugan, You won’t understand all this, this is called Economics, 
I’m doing a Master’s degree, people like you will not figure out anything.” He said, “o.k., how many years is this 
degree?”  I said, “Two years of study.”  He said, “What are you saying Sir?  I had to study six years to become a 
pickpocket.”  Six years! I said, Murugan, “What are you talking?”  He said, “Three years my Guru teaches me only 
how to read people, people walking across the street. Can I pick the person’s pocket or not?  Are they preoccupied 
or not?  Do they look rich or not?”  He said it is all about understanding human nature that takes three years of an 
education of a pickpocket. Only after three years we start doing the physical skills, amazing guy!  Two months back 
he rang me up and said, ‘I heard you are writing in Outlook magazine.’ I said, “Yes Murugan, I am writing.” He said, 
“Because of demonetization, you please say pickpockets are suffering too much”. He said, “My biggest problem 
is no cash in the pocket.” So I said, “Murugan what are you doing with such a difficult situation”. He said, “Luckily 
there is Tirupathi, when we go there, everybody has got cash.”  So when he spoke to me, he was actually there.  

What I want to tell you is that in India for me and certainly for you, life is not a traffic jam. Life is actually an open 
road. And you must treat it as an open road. In this open road, the famous poet Firaq Gorakpuri said, ‘Sar zamin-e-
hind par aqvam-e-alam ke firaq’ – throughout the world this land of ours is the richest of lands.  ‘Sar zamin-e-hind 
par aqvam-e-alam ke firaq, kafile guzarte gae hindustan banta gaya’. The caravans of the people of the world kept 
coming and going and the land of Hindustan kept getting made, this is India!  And if you choose to live in a very 
small corner of it with a blinkered eyes of a horse or a Tonga animal, I think we will not be enriched enough to really 
succeed even later in life. At the end of the day, I was not a great student, I was okay but, I managed to do much 
better over time. I think that it was partly because of the fact that these stories and these events had really shaped 
me. So, in life which is an open road we see very strange things. 

India gives you the best sites, we see fellow passengers. Where will you see fellow passengers like this? Where 
will you see the cowboys like this, driving horses, mechanical horses? And the other day, when I was boarding the 
Kingfisher flight, before Kingfisher went burst, I went to the priest and said, ‘Yen madta idira Swami’, what are you 
doing?  He said, “We are praying for the best success of Kingfisher Airlines, I said good luck to that.”  And to those 
who say, it’s all very well Mr Raman, you keep coming giving some gas and then you go away. We have worries, 
who are we going to marry, what about love, I say why?  The open road will give you the solution.  And actually 
you’ll be surprised when people see this ad in the photo, a lot of them start noting down this mobile number. So 
that chap, I’m his biggest marketing agent whoever this is. And when older ladies, women asked me, “All very well 
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Mr Raman, we are struggling, we’ve got a young baby, I’ve got a career in Infosys, which is keeping me tied up, how 
do I manage?” I said, “The open road provides you with the solution.” So at the end of the day, I like to think there 
is nothing that the open road does not provide you. It provides you with laughter, it provides you with a certain 
relaxed view to life, which allows you to actually perform better. I was giving a talk at a big school but a rural 
school in Tuticorin one month ago and I had to speak half in Tamil, half in English.  At the end of it, the teachers 
and students came to me and said, “Sir we are much more relaxed now. We were very tensed because the Board 
exams were coming or the Mock exams were coming, we are more relaxed now.” So the important thing that the 
open road allows you to do is to be actually quite relaxed and quite at peace with yourself. Of course, you have to 
work hard and you know a wonderful school like this provides you with that kind of support and so on to do it, but 
there’s no need for us to become excessively tensed because, that also leads to its own issues. So, I’d like to sort of 
end with a few comments which is ‘have the mind of a child’, that’s not me by the way, let your imagination roam 
– right.  My kids often come and tell me, my son is twenty- seven now, my daughter is twenty-four and sometimes 
I keep sort of playing around with them and sometimes it happens even in public and they keep telling me, “Dad 
will you grow up?”  So I keep getting this sort of talking from my youngsters – right.  But I find it hard to grow up 
and it also contributed to my thriller writing. There’s a book which I kindly requested Dr Thomas to distribute to 
classes XI and XII, my latest thriller. So when I was trekking in the high Himalayas, actually this was on the way to 
Everest. I keep looking and the high Himalaya of Everest is remarkably beautiful country. This is the peak of Lhotse 
and as you see it, from an angle at that time, I saw a boiling cloud, again a little bit reminded me of what I had seen 
in my school when I was twelve years old. This again was a boiling cloud and it was moving like this and I asked 
myself that doesn’t look natural, that looks artificial and that sparked the thought in me, “Can weather be modified 
by man?, can we have artificial weather?” When I started researching it, the book Skyfire was born. It’s of course, 
a James Bond fast paced thriller but, it is also based on some factual research. I hope all of you will read it.  It’s a 
fast paced kind of a thriller but based on weather modification. On the other hand while India is being threatened 
by all these strange storms and weather incidents, children are vanishing from the slums of Delhi and nobody 
knows why. So this book deals with this two unrelated, seemingly unrelated incidents; it comes together finally in 
a stunning climax.  

I’m going to show you a little video, one minute video of the book and then I’ll close my little talk. That’s one little 
video, I have another ten second video only to tell you that royalties that I earn from Skyfire go to the cause of 
missing children. India, it’s a huge problem now, more than a hundred thousand children go missing every year and 
the reasons are complex, as they are very troubling. So there are child rescue and child rehabilitation NGOs today, 
but they are very few and far between given the nature of the problem. So just a little ten second clip on the child 
rescue part of the book and then we can open the floor for questions.  Well, Thank you.  If there are any questions, 
I’m happy to answer them.  

Speech of Mr N Ramachandran, President of the Indian Olympic 
Association, at the Inauguration Ceremony of the New Cricket Field in 

the Palada Campus on Wednesday, 5 April 2017

Mr V Selvaraj, Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Good Shepherd International School, Dr P C Thomas, 
Principal, members of the Governing body, staff, students, parents, ladies and gentlemen,

A very good evening to all of you. In Chinese, the script for challenge and opportunity is the same. Nearly four 
decades ago, a young gentleman called Dr P C Thomas saw this and seized the opportunity and rose to the 
challenge. Four decades have gone and today it is all there, the Good Shepherd International School. Four decades 
of hard work! He has built this institute brick by brick and the fruits of this institution benefit the many numbers of 
students who have passed through these portals from nearly 40 countries for the last many decades.  
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It is not easy setting up a school of this size and a school that has been accredited and certified by the Council of 
International Schools. It is not an easy task and I think, we owe him a round of applause for this. Well done, Sir.

Teachers and educationalists form the fabric which shaped the destiny of this nation. In my earlier capacity, I have 
travelled, when I was Secretary General of the Squash Federation of India, to many private schools all over India 
because these private schools had the squash courts to conduct National Squash championships both sub junior 
and junior. Having seen these schools then and now, and now seeing the Good Shepherd International School, what 
a world of difference there is! Those schools which are primarily built by the British in those days to educate the 
princess and the royalty of yesteryears have stayed back in time. They have not progressed and kept themselves 
modernized to the extent this school has done. That is the greatest benefit that you students will have when you 
go out to the world and face those challenges. It is indeed a pleasure to have such a school in India and more so in 
Tamil Nadu, my own state. Thank you Sir once again for having done this over a period of time. During my travels, I 
have seen so many cricket grounds but this one is specially historic. Historic for the reason that this is the highest 
cricket ground in India. The earlier record was held by the cricket ground that was there in Chail, Shimla. This one is 
higher than the one in Chail. So, there again your Principal has scored a first. Well done, Sir. Having said that, I take 
great pleasure in unveiling a plaque to inaugurate this cricket ground.

Mr N Ramachandran addressing dignitaries, students, their parents and guardians

Speech of Mr Sumesh Lekhi at the Annual Inter House Athletic Meet 
held at GSIS on Thursday, 6 April 2017  

Good morning Principal Dr P.C.Thomas and Ma’am Mrs Elsamma Thomas, respected dignitaries, faculty members, 
guests, students and the fantastic athletes who spent many months and even years preparing for this one day. Mrs 
Anila Mathews, thank you for the introduction.

It is a glorious morning being part of the impeccably turned out guard, the march past, the lighting of the torch and 
the splendid performance by the athletes. It is an honour for my wife Rashmi and I, to be part of the Annual Athletic 
Meet and to witness the energy and enthusiasm displayed by the students. It is even more special and endearing 
as I come back here to my Alma mater.

Sports, athletics and fitness are most essential for a healthy body and mind. Even within the curriculum of a school, 
these activities teach students how to independently set their own goals and then overcome a set of challenges 
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to achieve these goals. In most instances, these activities give children an opportunity to work within a team 
and accomplish a common goal together. This develops interpersonal skills. Physical activity gives you a sense of 
participation and it is not only a question of winning or losing, but taking part in the activity. Going forward, these 
skills become important as you step out from school into the competitive world, which will require you to begin 
setting goals and decide on a course of action, and enjoy accomplishing work even amidst challenging situations. 
The world has changed, and you are aware of the instant distractions that are thrown at you, whether it is electronic 
gadgets, social media or more. It is for you to build your personality from a young age in such a manner, that 
you are prudent about focusing your energies towards accomplishing your goals. Both our children, Vihaan and 
Ashreta, take active part in their school athletics and will also be participating in their School Athletic camp this 
summer. They also love playing football and look forward to their football sessions thrice a week. As far as I am 
concerned, I enjoy time filming wildlife. Wildlife film-making involves days and even weeks, spending 10 hours 
a day standing on jeeps through rough forest tracks and involving excessive dust and climatic conditions, which 
can go from extreme cold in the mornings to very hot afternoons. The camera work and field craft while filming 
wildlife requires flexibility and stamina, especially as our camera gear can itself be very heavy and then the rigours 
of being able to capture the right shot. These can only be achieved if a basic level of fitness is maintained. A fit 
body allows you to give your best in any field of work and this is the time when you can develop the foundation 
and discipline towards a lifetime of fitness.

Very few schools across the world, would be able to boast of the facilities that Good Shepherd International 
School provides, and we have had the pleasure of experiencing them and keep witnessing the many state of the 
art facilities that have been added over the years. At GSIS, the addition of these facilities is not just a matter of 
requirement, but a matter of vision and pride for the founders Dr P C Thomas and Mrs Elsamma Thomas along with 
their managing team. We congratulate them on the many milestones they have achieved and the accolades they 
have received. Congratulations to the school for the International Certification they are receiving which is given 
out only to a select best schools in the world. Congratulations to the school on the fantastic new cricket field. Just 
imagine, you are actually growing up and being educated in this huge and fantastic campus, having access to every 

Mr Sumesh Lekhi addressing students, their parents, guardians and other guests 
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activity, you could imagine. Most of you are already pursuing your interests to the fullest and I urge every student 
to reach out, broaden your horizons and make the best of these years at Good Shepherd International School.

With the many activities, your days are fully occupied and students learn to live in the present moment, multitasking 
and learning the discipline of beginning a task and finishing it till the end and that too with good quality results. 
The same principles that guide you, have guided many of us throughout our lives, making us strive to reach out, 
to fulfil our dreams even as we keep redefining and pushing the bar of what we expect from ourselves. This is 
especially true in this rapidly changing world and how we can strive to contribute, to give our best to ourselves and 
to society at large. This is a stunning campus set within the environs of the beautiful Nilgiris and this encourages 
students of GSIS to have a very active life, whether it is sports, athletics, outdoor adventure that include boating, 
Sea cadet corps, nature camps, mountaineering and more. Everything you do today will add to your personality. It 
is known that educated in GSIS, you are going to stand out. You will be distinctive. And people are going to reach 
out and work with you. So that is definitely a first good step. But that is also when you will be out of school and will 
have to practise your art very hard. Be ready when opportunity strikes. I read this outside one of your classrooms-
”It wasn’t raining when Noah built the ark”, which means “always be prepared”. So now is the time for patience 
and training. For example, the other day, my 7-year-old daughter was trying to put together a three-dimensional 
puzzle of a palace. It kept collapsing and she was beginning to get upset. That is when I held both her hands and 
told her that there is no substitute to trying again and again and that she will have to do it enthusiastically. I gave 
her the example of how daddy has to wait so patiently to film wildlife and then he has to patiently work with his 
post production team. I also gave her the example of how a spider keeps spinning its web and also the example of 
Edison and the bulb. Then I got back to my work and in a matter of minutes she had made a radiant castle and had 
an even more radiant smile on her face.

Once again, I praise you for the brilliant performances. Being part of the guard today and to witness this super 
morning bears testimony to the glorious hours of practice that you have put in. After school, pursuing a challenging 
stream of education or apprenticeship will also work well, as it allows you to think in a structured manner. 

Before I close I would like to reiterate the motto of the school “Truth, Trust, Triumph” and the way I understand it- 
be true to yourselves and to what you believe in, always have faith in your abilities and trust that the universe has 
your best interest at heart and each of you will surely triumph. Look forward to all of you excelling in life. Wishing 
you all, ‘All the best.’

Graduation Ceremony 2017: Toast 

Now the new adventure begins. Here we are at the end of something beautiful, something meaningful and 
something that matters a lot to us.

Good morning, Respected Chief Guest, Ms Ruchira Ghosh, Principal, Dr P C Thomas, Senior Vice President Mrs 
Elsamma Thomas, Senior Vice Principal (Academics) Mrs Sheila Alexander, Higher Secondary School Coordinator 
Mrs Vimala Rani Jacob, other Members of the Academic Council, teachers, parents and guardians, my dear friends 
and Graduates of 2017.

It’s a bright day when we have gathered to celebrate the graduation ceremony of our seniors. Graduation sounds 
like enjoyment, doesn’t it? When we gather to celebrate the movement into the real world where everything is 
not spoon fed or served to us on a platter, it’s the moment when we realize that we have to do things by ourselves 
now. It’s the time when our hearts fill with tears and yet we smile to say goodbye. Memories are shared, made and 
rewound. The time to say ‘goodbye’ has come.  

Seniors, the first image that comes to our mind is a young new child in school getting his leg pulled by an older 
student. Well, let me tell you, this image isn’t true with us. Dear seniors, you were the ones who helped us in 
everything. From adjusting to the new HSS block to learning how to march as captains, you have been there with 
us through and through. 
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Let’s start from the beginning. The HSS block was made homely and intimate by your presence. You organized 
a high tea and games as a gesture of welcome for our batch. Our Model United Nations experiences wouldn’t 
have been complete without you. You helped us in various ways - from making our resolution paper to giving us 
points to speak when the committee fell silent and if the point backfired, you yourselves came to our aid. It would 
be wrong on my side not to thank you for playing splendid songs in the dining halls that were just right for the 
occasion and for increasing our house spirit during various inter house competitions like the recitation, badminton, 
dance, table tennis, swimming, dramatics and the list goes on and on. We thank you for the advice and guidance 
given on various aspects, ranging from how to write board examinations to IAYP. Not to forget the tutor ward 
meetings during which we would ask you about various universities and their applications. 

Through our various experiences with you, we learnt the importance of standing together  and accomplishing 
things thus,  adding more value to the quote “Coming together is the beginning; keeping together is progress and 
working together is success.” Honestly, you will be missed. 

Now as the duties are being passed on to us, we realize how difficult it is. But you, YOU appeared to be doing them 
easily. Now as the sand is running out, we see how difficult it is to say goodbye. We always believed that it would 
be easy to say farewell, but this moment makes it painful. How lucky are we to have something that makes saying 
goodbye so difficult!

As you all move in different directions, from now, life will be different. It will be full of happiness and fun-filled 
moments, and perhaps, struggles too. That’s when you will need hope. Hope is seeing the light in extreme darkness. 
With hope comes the strength to face challenges.
 
Work hard but work smart. Nothing is easy. No job or task is too small or beneath you. If you want to get ahead, 
volunteer to do the things no one else wants to do, and do it better. Be a sponge. Be open and learn.

Ms Parnika Mandeep Bajaj
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Never ever ever give up. We all wish you the very best with your ventures and may everything you do come out in 
your favour. Everywhere you go, anything you do, we hope that you give your best and be thoroughly successful. 
As we part now, let me just end it with a poem titled ‘People.’ 

Some people talk and talk,
And never say a thing,
Some people look at you,
And birds begin to sing.
Some people laugh and laugh,
And yet you want to cry,
Some people touch your hand,
And music fills the sky. 

Now we understand how saying goodbye is always like- like jumping off an edge. Goodbyes are not forever, 
goodbyes are not the end. They simply mean I’ll miss you till we meet again. So dear seniors, “FARE YE WELL. MAY 
GOD BE WITH THEE TILL THE END OF TIME.”
Congratulations, Batch of 2017, you made it. Thank you.

 - Ms Parnika Mandeep Bajaj, IB - 1A

Graduation Ceremony 2017: Reply to the Toast 

I’ve often wondered where my first cry was… was it in a hospital or… was it in this institution? 14 years have passed 
since the time I stepped into this institution- an infant of 4 with a miniature body and barely 3feet tall, yet not one 
memory has faded…

I am highly honoured and privileged as I stand here to address the most august gathering, delivering the Graduation 
Speech on behalf of my ingenious mates. It is an honour to extend my hearty welcome to our chief guest of this 
remarkable ceremony...Ms Ruchira Ghosh, Regional Director, South Asia, CIE, our beloved Principal Dr P C Thomas, 
Senior Vice President Mrs Elsamma Thomas, Senior Vice Principal (Academics) Mrs Sheila Alexander, the Higher 
Secondary School and IB coordinator Mrs Vimala Jacob, other members of the Academic council, parents & 
guardians, my precious Teachers and my beloved fellow mates…  GOOD AFTERNOON!!

I have spent most of my childhood in this institution. The memories are as fresh as ripe mangoes! It was like a 
dream come true when my parents first dropped this shy and round boy in this school and I entered into a room full 
of toys. My parents had wholeheartedly placed me in this prestigious alma mater to be preened and pruned to the 
maximum of my abilities. The picture is still vibrant when we would line up for our meals height-wise so that each 
little bobbled head could be observed in case we were up to some mischief. Smart teachers, I tell you! There was a 
time when we had soft baby pink serviettes tied around our necks during meal times. To this day, when I see ‘pink’, 
this image floats into my mind filling me with laughter and making me mull if the serviette ever stayed in its place. 

It only seems like yesterday that I was holding my teachers’ index finger with my tiny hands and walking about 
and the only words I uttered and kept rattling on day and night was ‘mamma and papa’. My vocabulary was limited 
to only these words in English. But today I stand humbled as a 17-year-old teen in front of you to deliver this 
Graduation Speech. 

GSIS has nurtured and cared for me. It taught me how to talk, to walk, to eat, to sleep, to respect, to accept, and 
above all how to behave like a perfect gentleman.

Every experience of our lives here lingers around the song ~

“Here I am, this is me
I came to this world so wild and free
Here I am, so young and strong
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Right here in the place where I belong
It’s a new world
It’s a new start
It’s alive with the beating of a young heart
It’s a new day, In a new land
And it’s waiting for me
Here I am.”

This speech today is not a farewell speech but a speech of the beginning of a new era, a new life and a new 
milestone. As we shifted from our parents’ ever-loving hands to hold on to the new warm yet firm fingers of our 
educators, our eyes looked for some mischief here and there, in other words we searched for FRIENDS! In the 
bargain we got friends, we got foes, we got classmates, we got comrades with whom we laughed, we cried, we 
sulked, we sighed but all of them turned into the best experience at the end of each day. Even if you are miles away 
from me... if you’re laughing send me a smile, if you’re crying send me a tear, if you’re eating send me a bite. As 
we stand here with anticipation in our hearts, stars in our eyes, wind in our wings, let me tell you, our life beyond 
will not only be bright and rainbowed, but we will have the dark clouds, the gloomy days, the dreary paths. Those 
should not frighten us but rather they should strengthen us.

Your time is limited… so don’t waste it living someone else’s life, keep dreaming, stay forever young. This reminds 
me of Kipling’s most famous lines:

“If you can dream-and not make dreams your master
If you can think-and not make thoughts your aim
If you can meet with triumph and disaster-and treat these two imposters just the same
If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, or walk with kings-not lose the common touch!”

Master Harshvardhan Garg
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My proficient mates, these lines are but a blueprint of the attributes required and necessary in such a cut-throat 
race ripened with competition and risks; imbibing them in us will definitely make us the Man/Woman we ought to 
be in life. 

On behalf of my batch, I apologize to all our teachers if we have hurt you in any way. More importantly, we would 
like to thank all of you for guiding us along the right path. We will never forget the wonderful dorm parents who 
were with us throughout these yeas, who worked day and night and took care of us so that we could have a profound 
slumber thereby sacrificing theirs. Above all, we would like to specially thank the dorm nurses and the support 
staff for taking the pain to provide us the best.

Alas! Time is running… I would not like to end with just a ‘Thank You’ - That would be a failure on my part, because 
no ‘Thank You’ is big enough to recompense the school, the life we have had here and above all, the gift of my 
beloved friends and teachers.

March forward, Shepherdians, to embrace the new chapters of life where you recognize and create opportunities 
for others to build lives in positivity and hope as you have been always blessed and inspired by the ideals of our 
alma mater. Godspeed! 
I SALUTE YOU!    

- Master Harshvardhan Garg, ISC-2B

An Outstanding Old Shepherdian

Mr Harikrishna Rao lives and works in Chicago, IL. He has a special place for GSPS, Ooty, and all the wonderful folks 
there, in his heart. He was a brilliant student, always achieving the highest score in everything he did. He led the school 
as a School Captain; he was a body builder and later pursued the Engineering course. Presently he is working as an 
engineer in the U.S. As an Outstanding Shepherdian his letter of greetings is being published here:

“Greetings from windy Chicago. Really. I’m not trying to be funny. If I was, I’d say ‘greetings from Sunny California’ 
or ‘Aloha from Hawaii,’ but I’m not. You see, today, just as many other days this week ending in ‘day’ as we have a 
storm front racing towards us and I am rushing to write up this brief note of recollection before I leave my office 
to head home. 

The year was 1995. Walking amongst the tall eucalyptus trees for the very first time, way back then, I had no idea 
that GSPS was going to be my home away from home for almost a decade. I grew up at GSPS - emotionally and 
physically. Mostly physically, to be honest. God bless the mess hall at GSPS. For those of you reading this and 
wondering why I am not referring to school as ‘GSIS’ – know this, I will remain a hold-out. I will always remember it 
as ‘GSPS’ – you see I got there before the school became ‘International’…and yes, I also remember that the school 
had a telex line and the code was ‘GEEYESPEEYES’.

From the 3rd grade to the 12th grade, as a proud Summerian, I relished all the activities and opportunities presented 
to me. I guess most people would not dispute my claim to be an all-rounder: I did well in academics and made 
it onto many varsity teams. But it was not all brains and brawn, I can also claim to have an artistic bent, sans a 
single musical bone in my body. I mostly took part and did well in the many co-curricular competitions that did 
not require me to open my mouth, rather just write or draw. I’m not given much to public speaking and I felt that 
as school captain my reading of various after-dinner announcements was sufficient in this realm.  Some are born 
great, some achieve greatness, and some have greatness thrust upon them -  as in my case. I had the honor of 
serving as the School Captain from 2004-2005 A.D. In a way, I still look back at that time to draw confidence and 
reassurance that I, much unknown to myself, I am a ‘modestly responsible person’ when I’m tasked with a job of 
moderate importance or higher in the corporate world today.

My proudest moments were in the shot-put circle however and I’m not going to be modest about it.… from the 5th 
grade to the end of the 12th grade I was virtually guaranteed a medal, mostly gold. My success did not come easy; 
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it took hours and hours of practice and many back-rubs with tiger 
balm. If there’s one bit of advice I’d like to share, it is this: stretch 
sufficiently before attempting any strenuous physical activity.

The years steadily flew by and one sunny March afternoon I walked 
out of the school gates – ‘liberated’? Perhaps not. I realize now that 
life was a lot simpler back in the old days as a student – we were 
cared for and life was pretty much a straight line with few ‘downs,’ 
but mostly ‘ups.’ GSPS was a haven, some of my fondest memories 
are from those days and I also gained quite a few solid ‘best-good-
friends’ during my time there. After graduating from GSPS in 2005, 
I attended Manipal University for 2 years and then went on to the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign to finish my Bachelors of 
Science in Electrical Engineering. But the voluntary mental torture did 
not end there, I pursued a Masters in Electrical Engineering and felt 
that I would not be done without an M.B.A. to my name, so I did that 
too. Having used up my second-wind in this attempt, I decided it was 
time to start making some money as opposed to purely contributing 
to the financial profitability of educational institutions. 

I worked in Product Management for a bit before making the smooth 
transition into Marketing. These days I am employed as Marketer, 
trained to be an Engineer, taught to believe that the ‘beatings will 
continue until morale improves.’ This outlook works well in the 
corporate world, just as it did during my time at school. 

These days when I’m not racking my brains to come up with 
moderately interesting things to write down or say out loud, I also 
love to travel, photograph mundane happenings during said travels 
and most recently participate in WW1, WW2 reenactments. My 
maternal grandfather who has always been a central figure in my life 
and a frequent visitor to GSPS fought in WW2 – I think of my war-
reenacting hobby as a tribute to his life. I also make artisanal table-
lamps from salvaged materials and assorted antiques – none of which 
I will sell as they are truly one of a kind. My wife, Laura Bella, does 
not mind my hobbies and is very supportive of my neck-tie buying 
habit as well. I am truly a fortunate man to have found in her the 
perfect companion. We met in September 2012 and got married in 
November 2015. On her very first visit to India last year I brought 

Mr Harikrishna Rao

her to visit GSPS, she was awestruck – so there you have it, folks, a real-American from the land of “everything is 
bigger in America” was genuinely taken aback by the size of our campus and all the numerous activities going on 
in unison, a carefully choreographed chaos. 
Wave the blue and white forever!”

“To be Outstanding is to do the same thing others have done in a different way.

But to STAND-OUT is to do what no one has ever done before.

Being outstanding is good, but STANDING-OUT is better.

So Dream, Explore, Discover, and Stand Out!!!”
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INDIAN CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

INTERNATIONAL GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

INDIAN SCHOOL CERTIFICATE

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME

Hetvi Satish Doshi 
IB Diploma Programme  

Vedsi Niraj Arya
IGCSE Commerce Group

Muskan Agrawal                                                
ICSE Science Group

Parikshit Vikkas Ganeriwal 
IB Diploma Programme 

Adil Asif Thara
ISC Science Group

Sachveer Chawla                                               
ICSE Commerce Group

Sherwyn Kalyan  
IB Diploma Programme

Drishti Dochania 
ISC Commerce Group 

Samraat Sujoy Gupta 
IGCSE Science Group

2016 BOARD EXAMINATION TOPPERS



The Out-Going Batch of 2017
Grade XII
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SREERAM DHANANJEY
2004 – 2017
Hobby               : Watching TV, Playing Volleyball, Listening to Music

Ambition : Culinary Chef

Achievements  : Most Promising Player – Volleyball, IAYP – Silver, TCL Theory – Grade 3 / Practical 

Trumpet  – Grade 1

Address : Sree Villa, Thaikkatussery, Bollur, Thrissur, Kerala

E-mail : sreeramdhananjay@gmail.com

HARSHVARDHAN GARG
2004 – 2017
Hobby : Singing, Listening to Music, Gym, Badminton, Hockey, Dancing, Concerts, Reading 

Novels, BDM 

Ambition : Actor / Model

Achievements : Interschool Hockey, Best Defender – Hockey (U-19), Best Player – Badminton,   

Athletics, TCL Grade 4 Theory and Practical (Trumpet), Lead role – Dramatics, Debate,  

  Symphony, Jazz Band, TCL Xylophone – Grade 1 - Merit

Address             : B-1205/06, Vishnu Shivam Tower, Thakur Village, Kandivli (East), Mumbai - 400 101

E-mail                : harshvardhangarg44@gmail.com

I L MOGEETH
2004 – 2017
Hobby : Basketball

Ambition : Engineer

Achievements : District Level Basketball Player, TCL – Grade 5, Championship in Swimming (U – 14)

Address : 49 A, Nava India Road, Peelamedu, K.R.Puram, Coimbatore 641 006

E-mail : mogeeth1999@gmail.com

A RAHUL
2004 - 2017
Hobby : Music, Singing, Playing Basketball

Ambition : Entrepreneur

Achievements : TCL – Grade 5, District Level Basketball – Best Defender, Jazz Band, Symphony

Address : Flat No.4, KG EYES SAHANA, POES GARDEN, CHENNAI – 600 086

E-mail : rahularun107@gmail.com

 

ARCHANA VISWANATH
2005 - 2017
Hobby : Playing and Listening to Music, Badminton, Singing, Watching TV

Ambition : Lawyer

Achievements : TCL Grade 5 – Theory, Most Promising Player – Badminton, Interschool Basketball & 

Football, Strings Orchestra, Symphony Orchestra, Interschool Volleyball, TCL Grade 

2 – Violin

Address             : KPN Colony, VKR Thottam, Tirupur – 641 601

E-mail                : archanaviswanath12@gmail.com
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ANUSHKAA MISHRRA
2005 – 2017
Hobby : Photography, Listening to Music, Watching TV, Swimming, Choreographer

Ambition : To become someone important in this world.

Achievements : TCL Grade 3 Theory, Football and Volleyball Interschool, Football Most Promising  

Player, Swimming 15 – medals, Folk Dance – 2nd 

Address : 3NO Ichlabad, Benepara, Opp Benepukur, Near IAC Club, P.O.Sripally, Dist Burdwan, 

                             713 103

E-mail : gautam_mishra612@yahoo.co.in

CALVINA ANN ANDREW
2005 - 2017
Hobby : Dancing, Drawing, Listening to Music, Adventure Sports and Activities, Photography

Ambition : Dentist, Choreographer

Achievements : TCL Practical Grade 4 – Violin and Theory Grade 5, Best Golf Player, Most Valuable 

Player and Shooter and defender in Basketball, District and Interschool Swimming 

1st, Volleyball, Short Put -1st, Dance-1st, Art-3rd, Band Major, 1500 mts-Record 

Breaker, Spring HousePrefect, Symphony Orchestra, String Orchestra, Rifle Shooting – 

2nd, Cross Country-1st

Address             : Cherukattussery Villa, Ernakulam, Kochi - 26

E-mail                : calvinaandrew@gmail.com

VIDUR MAHENSARIA
2007 – 2017
Hobby : Dancing, Listening to Music

Ambition : Business

Achievements : TCL Grade 6, Winter House Captain, District Basketball Player - Most Promising Player, 

TCL Theory Grade 4, Interschool Art Competition 

Address : AJ - 226, Salt Lake City, Sector - II, Kolkata - 700 091, West Bengal

E-mail : vidurmahensaria1@gmail.com

CRISS BINOI
2008 - 2017
Hobby : Watching TV, Dancing, Painting, Drawing, Sports Activities

Ambition : Interior Designer

Achievements : TCL Theory Grade 3 – Practical Grade 2 (Violin), Interschool – Football, Basketball, 

Athletics,District Athletics, Basketball – 1st, Rifle Shooting – Best Shooter, Cross 

Country, Record Breaker in 4x100 and 4x400 mts relay, Art, Interhouse Athletics 100 

m / 200 m – 1st, 400 m –   2nd, Long Jump – 1st, Symphony Orchestra, String Orchestra 

Address             : Cherukara House, Eroor (W) PO, Tripunthura, Ernakulam, Kerala

E-mail                : helenbinoi1310@gmail.com

SANOL AVANIISH MEHTA
2008 - 2017
Hobby : Singing, Dancing, Listening to Music, Watching horror films, Adventure Sports, 

Interacting with people (face to face)

Ambition : Lawyer, Media Communications

Achievements : House Captain, Best Actress – Dramatics, Basketball – Most Valuable Player, Swimming 

– 4 medals, Chess – Most Promising Player, Art – 3rd Place, Javelin Throw – 3rd Place, 

TCL  Theory Grade 5

Address : A / 1204, SHYAM SANGINI, Near G.P Goenka School, Canal Road, Vesu, Surat, Gujarat

E-mail : samehta2200@gmail.com
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R NITHISH KUMAR
2008 – 2017
Hobby                : Music, Driving, Riding Bikes, Photography, Watching TV

Ambition : Business Tycoon

Achievements : Grade 7 Practical – Trumpet, Best Player Golf, Most Promising Player Rifle Shooting,  

TCL Theory Grade 5, Symphony Orchestra, Big Band, Interschool Cricket, Volleyball,  

Badminton

Address             : No.5, Gowripuram Extension, 3rd Cross, Anna Nagar, Karur – 639 002

E-mail                : nitish.kumar726@gmail.com

VAIDEHI MAHENSARIA
2008 – 2017
Hobby : Listening to Music, Reading Books, Cycling, Watching TV

Ambition : Lawyer

Achievements : TCL Theory Grade 4, District Athletics, Basketball – Best Shooter, Interschool  

Basketball,Interschool Volleyball and Football, Cross Country and Athletics –  

2nd Place, Interschool Athletics, Dramatics – 1st

Address             : AJ - 226, Salt Lake City, Sector - II, Kolkata - 700 091

E-mail                : vaidehimahensaria2000@gmail.com 

S AKSHAY
2008 – 2017
Hobby : Listening and Playing Music, Singing, Fishing, Dancing 

Ambition : Chef, Musician and Engineer

Achievements : Co-curricular Captain, TCL Grade 6 Practical and Theory

Address             : GSIS, M. Palada Post, Ootacamund – 643 004

E-mail                : akshay_2000@hotmail.com

VIVEKA SHANMUGASUNDARAM
2009 – 2017
Hobby : Playing and Listening to Music, Driving, Exploring Pinterest 

Ambition : Violinist, Psychologist

Achievements : TCL Grade 6 Violin Practical, TCL Grade 8 Theory, 1st in Symphony & Dramatics

Address : 48, South Madavilagam, Karur – 639 001

E-mail                : vivekaltpv@gmail.com

 

ANUPAM MANOJ
2009 – 2017
Hobby : Playing Basketball, Listening to Music

Ambition : Automobile Designer

Achievements : TCL Grade 6 Theory, House Captain, District Level Basketball – Most Promising Player

Address             : GSIS, M Palada Post, Ootacamund – 643 004

E-mail                : manojanupam96@gmail.com 



|  THE SHEPHERDIAN170

YACHI SIPANI
2010 - 2017
Hobby : Dancing, Watching TV, Listening to Music

Ambition : Business Management, Accountant

Achievements : Head Girl, Secretary General – MUN, IAYP – Gold, Dance Competition – 2nd,  

Interschool Tennis Player, TCL Theory 5th Grade

Address             : D.K. Sipani & Co, Chartered Accountants, Parmeshwari Building, Chamber No. 7 & 8,  

4th floor, Chatribari Road, Guwahati-01

E-mail                : ysipani@gmail.com

SHRUTI DHULL
2011 – 2017
Hobby : Watching Movies, Listening to Music, Photography, Playing Badminton, Singing

Ambition : IAS Officer

Achievements : Best Badminton Player, Championship in Rifle Shooting, Co-Head of ECOSOC, House  

Vice- Captain, House Captain, Part of the Record breaking relay team, Interschool  

and District level Badminton Player

Address             : 2919, Urban Estate, Safidon Road, Jind (Haryana) – 126 102

E-mail                : shrutidhull03@gmail.com

SHIVAM GARG
2011 – 2017
Hobby : Rock Music, Basketball, Singing, Keyboard, Debating

Ambition : Investment Banker, Entrepreneur, Environmental Engineer

Achievements : TCL Grade 7, Best Band, District Basketball Player, Co-Head of YA, Library Captain,   

Academic Topper Award

Address             : 501, DB Woods, B-Wing, Gokuldham, Goregao (E), Mumbai, Maharasthra

E-mail                : shivam99garg@yahoo.com 

RATUL JAIN
2012 - 2017
Hobby : Cricket, Listening to Music, Watching English TV Series

Ambition : Computer Engineering

Achievements : House Prefect, IAYP – Gold, Interschool Cricket Captain, TCL Grade 3 Practical –  

                               Euphonium, Javelin Throw – 2nd Place, Interhouse Tennis – Most Promising Player 

Address             : 38, A/2, New Road, M.R. House, Alipore, Kolkata- 700 027

E-mail                : ratuljain11@gmail.com

SIMRAN KAUR HORA
2013 – 2017
Hobby : Playing Squash, Sketching and exploring

Ambition : Architect, President of India

Achievements : House Prefect, District Level Chess Player, Interschool Squash Player, Most Valuable  

Player – Tennis, Best Player – Chess, SCC Leading Cadet

Address             : A-1, Sainagar Devendra Nagar, Raipur, Chhattisgarh - 492 007

E-mail                : simran.hora8@gmail.com
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ADITYA SINGHANIA
2013 - 2017
Hobby : Reading

Ambition : To become a satisfied person and have no regrets

Achievements : TCL Practical – Grade 3, Interschool Football Player, TCL Theory (grade 1 & 2) both  

                               Distinction

Address : Behind Vespa Showroom, Geeta Nagar, Raipur, Chhattisgarh

E-mail : aditya.singhania2806@hotmail.com

SACHI DINESHBHAI THAKKAR
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Drawing

Ambition : To be an Entrepreneur

Achievements :  

Address : 22-Rivera 30 Bunglows, Near Kiran Motor, Auda Garden Prahalad Nagar, 

                               Ahmedabad - 380 051

E-mail                : sachi_thakkar@yahoo.com

YUGAL SINGHAL
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Reading Books and Newspaper, Horse Riding, Basketball, Badminton

Ambition : IFS Officer, Civil Service

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, TCL Grade 1 Theory, TCL Guitar Initials

Address : A-215 Derawal Nagar, GT Karnal Road, Delhi – 110 009

E-mail : yugalsinghalrock98@gmail.com

BABIN PAUL
2015 - 2017
Hobby : Watching Movies, Visiting Places, Knowing about Crime

Ambition : Businessman

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, TCL Initial-97, TCL Grade 1, Hockey – Best Defender, Swimming 50m,  

100m,  4x25m, 4x50m – Bronze Medalist

Address : E.M. Bypass, Silver Spring, Kolkata – 700 105

E-mail : babinpaul123@gmail.com 

MOHAK GUPTA
2015 - 2017
Hobby : Listening to Music, Playing Sports like Table Tennis, Basketball and Cricket, Watching  

Movies

Ambition : A leading Businessman in the Industry

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, TCL Initials and Guitar Practical, TCL Theory – 100% (Distinction), 

                  Swimming 25m Butterfly – Silver, Table Tennis – District Level, Academic Excellence  

(1st Rank Certificate)

Address             : Jubilee Hills, Road #45, Plot #876, Hyderabad

E-mail                : mohakgupta100@gmail.com
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ARCHIT JAIN
2015 - 2017
Hobby : Gaming, Badminton, Music

Ambition : Business Tycoon

Achievements : TCL Grade 1 Theory, Interhouse Badminton, Interhouse Basketball

Address : 742, Block 1, Lake Town, Kolkata – 700 089

E-mail                : architjain99@gmail.com

SHREYASI AGARWAL
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Cooking, Badminton, Listening to Music, Counselling People, Writing Poems and   

Philosophy, Analysing Poems

Ambition : Criminologist (Forensic Psychology), Social Worker, Medicine

Achievements : Lead Role in Dramatics, 3rd Rank holder, made a valuable sculpture

Address : 194, 1st Block, 2nd Cross, Koramangala, Bangalore – 560 034

E-mail                : shreyasiagarwal4@gmail.com 

PRAJU LAWRENCE GEORGE
2006 - 2017
Hobby : Football, Video Games, Watching Movies, Music

Ambition : Football Manager

Achievements : IAYP – Gold, Xylophone TCL music, U-19 Football team

Address : Good Shepherd International School, M Palada Post, Ootacamund – 643 004

E-mail : lawrencepraju@gmail.com

 R SARVESH
2005 – 2017
Hobby : Off Roading, Watching Movies, Driving

Ambition : Want to become a Formula Racer

Achievements : 

Address : K P N Travels India Ltd, 23-B, Rajaji Street, Swarnapuri, Salem – 636 004

E-mail : sarvesh@kpntravels.in

P MAHESHWARAN
2010 – 2017
Hobby : Listening to Music, Watching Movies, Playing Basketball

Ambition : Professional Basketball Player, Mechanical Engineer

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, U-19 Basketball (Vice Captain), Most Valuable Player in Basketball, TCL 

                             Grade 4, U-19 Best Chess Player

Address             : Chinnakkallan Thottam, Maniekapuram Road, Amma Palayam, Palladam – 641 664

E-mail                : mwaran2016@gmail.com 
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JARIWALA SAGAR AMISH
2006 - 2017
Hobby : Golf, Music, Video Games

Ambition : Automobile Engineer & Designer

Achievements  : IAYP, Best Golfer (5 years), TCL Grade 4, 2 Silver & 2 Bronze medals in Swimming

Address : Flat No.302, 3rd Floor, Ocean Prince, P.R.Road, Gamdevi, Mumbai – 400 007

E-mail : jariwalasagar11@gmail.com

MEET CHIRAG PATEL
2006 – 2017
Hobby : Playing Basketball, Reading, Travelling, Playing Video Games

Ambition : Pharmacist

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, TCL Theory Grade 4 with Merit, U-19 Basketball

Address : 1 – Ram Krishna Society, Kanya Chhatralaya Road, Unjha, Gujarat

E-mail : meet0133@gmail.com

 

K U MINNAKAN SERAL
2007 – 2017
Hobby : Hockey, Video Games

Ambition : Programmer

Achievements : U-19 Hockey Captain

Address : 55/1, Minnakan Illam, S.T. Shed Road, Gandhi Nagar, Sathyamangalam

E-mail : minnakan@gmail.com

MINNA JACOB
2007 – 2017
Hobby : Travelling, Swimming, Art, Listening to Music, Playing with Dogs

Ambition : Jewellery Designer, to make my Dad and Mom proud

Achievements : Best Shooter in Basketball, Best Defender – Volleyball, TCL Practical Grade 3, Theory 

Grade 5

Address : Mechery House, Calicut By-Pass Road, Kalpathy Post, Palakkad, Kerala

E-mail                : jacobminna@gmail.com

JEFRIN MOIDOO P M R
2008 – 2017
Hobby : Travelling, Swimming, Reading Bloomberg articles

Ambition : CEO of a multinational company

Achievements : President of Security Council, Hired as Executive Admin at GSIS

Address             : F.S.N. Yanbu, P.O.Box 41391, Saudi Arabia

E-mail                : jefrinmoidoo@gmail.com
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GINAISHWARYA ANNE JACOB
2008 – 2017
Hobby : Travelling, Music, Movies, Books, Basketball, Food, Art

Ambition : Architect, Photography, Travel the World

Achievements : Games Captain, Music (Violin), Ahtletics, E.C.Co-Chair

Address : Good Shepherd International School, M Palada Post, Ootacamund – 643 004

E-mail : ginajacob1521@gmail.com

SONIA KOPLICKAT
2009 – 2017
Hobby : Music, Watching Movies, Playing Tennis, Reading, Playing Football

Ambition : Lawyer

Achievements : Co-Head of DISEC, House Vice Captain

Address : Alte Landstrasse  189, 8708 Mannedorf, Zurich, Switzerland

E-mail : sonia130499@gmail.com

VIREN AJAY BACHANI
2010 – 2017
Hobby : Cooking, Playing First Person, Shooter Games, Playing Chess, Listening to EDM

Ambition : Architect, DJ

Achievements : Best Rifle Shooter – 2016, 2017

Address : Jeevan Deep CHS, Plot No-223, Flat 401, 4th Floor, 6th / 11th Road, Khar West, 

                              Mumbai – 4 00 052

E-mail                : masterviren@gmail.com

ARYAN  RAJESH DULHANI
2010 – 2017
Hobby :  Cricket, Shuttle, Watching Movies, Reading

Ambition : To become an inspiration to children, to love jobs and Bill Gates 

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, Best Player Tennis – Interschool and Interhouse, recitation 2nd Place, 

Dramatics, Elocution, Best Delegate MUN 2015, 2016, Best Player Squash, SCC – 

Leading Cadet

Address             : 232, E-6, Tarabai Park, Kolhapur, Maharashtra – 416 001

E-mail                : aryandulhani@outlook.com

HARI PRASATH MANOKARAN
2010 – 2017
Hobby : Playing the Drums, Drawing, Cooking, Travelling, Hacking (ethical only), Writing

Ambition : Roboticist, and Polymath

Achievements : Best Goalkeeper Interschool, Best Delegate MUN (2016), Record Breaker (Long, High 

Jump), District Long Jump – Gold Medal

Address : Post Box. 141, Hospitality Supplies Ltd, SIBA Warehouse K 2, Victoria, Mahe, Seychelles

E-mail                : manokaranhariprasath@gmail.com
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PULKIT KOTHARI
2010 – 2017
Hobby : Watching Movies, Reading Books, Playing Piano and Xylophone 

Ambition : Business Tycoon

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, House Prefect, U-16 Basketball, TCL Grade 4 Theory, TCL Practical Grade

Address : C/o. Rounakk Collections, 78/2, Rayapuram West Street, Rayapuram,  

Tirupur – 641 601

E-mail                : pulkitkothari12@gmail.com

KARTIK ATUL AHUJA
2011 – 2017
Hobby : Reading, Music, Travelling, Football

Ambition : Make a mark in the Universe

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, U-16 Football Team, House Prefect, Xylophone, TCL Grade 4, Honourable   

                             Mention ECOSOC, SCC

Address             : Fujairah Tower 4302, Fujairah, U.A.E.

E-mail                : kartikahuja@icloud.com

DHRUV AGARWAL
2011 – 2017
Hobby : Listening to Music, Spending Time with friends, Adventure Sports

Ambition : Businessman

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, House Captain, TCL – 2 both keyboard, Badminton – Double, Best Player, 

Squash – Most Promising Player 

Address             : Mahesh Auto Agency Pvt Ltd, AT Road Near Rupasree Cinema, Guwahati – 781 001

E-mail                : dhruvagarwal022@gmail.com

ROSHAN KURUMOORTHY RAVISHANKAR
2011 – 2017
Hobby : Reading, Listening to Music, Watching Movies, Animation

Ambition : To have a fun spot in the entertainment industry and always be happy in life

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, Interhouse Football, Honourable Mention UNW, Best Delegate 2016

Address : PO Box No 1438, Code: 611, Nizwa, Sultanate of Oman

E-mail : kr7roshan@gmail.com

ABHESHEK SATISH PANDEY
2011 – 2017
Hobby : To see poetry in what is mundane

Ambition : To leave behind a dark enduring stain

Achievements : To have done what I say

Address : B-3204, DB Woods, Mumbai

E-mail : pandey.abheshek@gmail.com 
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VYSHNAV SAJEEVAN
2011 – 2017
Hobby : Singing, Cliff Jumping, Adventurer, Listening to Music, Travelling (by Road), acting

Ambition : Pilot, to live life with no regrets, singer

Achievements : Best supporting actor, Head of Press, TCL vocal Grade 3, 2nd Place Recitation, 4x400 

mts record breaker

Address             : Boeing Co., Terminal 2, Al Qusais, Baghdad St., Dubai

E-mail                : vyshnavsajeevan5879@gmail.com

ISHAAN CHOPRA
2011 – 2017
Hobby : Drawing, Guitar, Listening to Music, Parkour, Adventures

Ambition : R & D in Chemistry

Achievements : Best Defender in Football, Bronze in Inter-District Athletics, 9 A*’s in IGCSE, Head of    

                              ECOSOC

Address             : B-5, La Citadel Colony, Dona Paula, Goa

E-mail                : chopraishaan77@gmail.com

 

AMIYA CHANDRAMOULI
2011 – 2017
Hobby : Travelling, Reading, Listening to Music

Ambition : Criminal Psychologist

Achievements : Winter House Captain, President of HRC

Address : House $ 41, Anood Mansions, Amwaj Island, Kingdom of Bahrain

E-mail : miaactile@outlook.com

 

VANSHRAJ NATHANI
2012 – 2017
Hobby : Drumming, Listening to Music, Playing Football, Eating

Ambition : Getting my name on the Guinness World Record Book for the most number of   

                               drumsticks broken

Achievements : TCL Grade 4 Practical Drum kit, Grade 5 Rock & Pop Drum kit, Most Promising  

                               Player in Inter house Football

Address : 492, Jail Road, Raipur (CG)

E-mail                : princenathani18@gmail.com

CHETHAN SHRITHANAY REDDY GANAPATHY
2011 - 2017
Hobby : Playing Cricket, Watching Movies, Listening to Music, Travelling

Ambition : Entrepreneur / CFA

Achievements : Best All-rounder – Cricket, Best Pistol Shooter, Best Delegate ECOFIN, House Prefect, 

    Most Valuable Player – Chess, Vice Captain – U-19 Cricket

Address : #7, 1st A Main, 6th Sector, HSR Layout, Bangalore – 560 102

E-mail : shrithanay5@gmail.com 
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HARSHIT NAVLANI
2012 – 2017
Hobby : Playing Basketball, Swimming, Playing Call of Duty, Watching NBA

Ambition : NBA Player, Game Designer

Achievements : Best Shooter in Basketball, Best Batsman Cricket, U-19 Swimming Individual champion, 

TCL Grade 3 Theory, Interschool Cricket and Basketball team

Address             : New Al Rais Building, Opp.Ramada Hotel, Bur Dubai, Dubai, U.A.E.

E-mail                : harshitnavlani30@gmail.com

SARVESH M RAUL
2012 - 2017
Hobby : Music (Guitar, Singing), Reading, Swimming, Writing, Travelling (by Road), Art

Ambition : Writer – Novelist, Playwright, Philosopher, Journalist, Explorer

Achievements : TCL Theory Grade 2, Classical Grade 4, Rock & Pop Grade 5, Swimming

Address : A Wing, Hemlata Apt, Jayraj Nagar, Borivli (W), Mumbai

E-mail : sarvesh.raul@gmail.com

JAYAVEL TARUN
2012 - 2017
Hobby : Watching Movies, Listening to Music, Video Games

Ambition : Director, Actor, Singer, Producer

Achievements : Most Promising Player – Volleyball, IAYP- Silver, TCL Theory Grade 2 

Address : No.3 /134, Sri Ayyappan Nagar, 1st Cross Street, Koyembedu, Chennai

E-mail : tarunkhoil4@gmail.com

MUZZAIN WASSAF MAHMUD
2012 – 2017
Hobby : Equestrian

Ambition : Vet

Achievements : IAYP - Silver

Address : Road 59, House 4, Gulshan – 2, Dhaka, Bangladesh

E-mail : muzzainwassaf@gmail.com

GHANTA HARIKIRAN
2012 – 2017
Hobby : Fitness training

Ambition : CA

Achievements : All India Second Rank in BSE Finance Olympiad

Address : D.N0.4-5-60/2/A, Main Lane, Saibaba Road Koritepagu, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh – 522 007

E-mail                : harikiranghanta@gmail.com
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CHALASANI NIKHIL
2012 - 2017
Hobby : Basketball, Volleyball, Light and Sound, Programming

Ambition : Doctor

Achievements : Head of IT (GSMUN), Band Major, Best Player Basketball, Most Promising Player 

Volleyball,  2nd in Shot Put

Address : C/o. Latha Super Specialities 29-14-58, Prakasam Road, Surya Raopet, Vijayawada,  

Andhra Pradesh – 520 002

E-mail                : chalasaninikhil4@gmail.com

NAMRATHA ANIL
2012 – 2017
Hobby : To do what I want to do

Ambition : To reach the outer space

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, House Captain, MUN Co-Head, Squash Best Player (Interschool and 

House), Chess Best Player (Interschool and House), Valuable Player – Tennis, Best 

Individual Shooter, Interschool Athletics, Swimming, Recitation 3rd, Dance. TCL Grade 

3, Academic Proficiency

Address             : #01-39, Savannah, Condo Park, Block 49, Simei Rise, 528788, Singapore

E-mail                : namrathaanil2@gmail.com

PRATYUSH JIGAR MEHTA
2013 – 2017
Hobby : Playing Football, Guitarist, Travelling, Making Songs

Ambition : To have my Dad proudly say to everyone that “That is my son!”

Achievements : Selected to play at an International level in Football, MUN ECOFIN Head, Best Player  

                                 Inter school tournament,TCL Classical Guitar, Grade 4 and Rock & Pop Grade 5

Address             : 10, Malhar Bungalows, Prahalad Nagar, Ahmedabad, Gujarat

E-mail                : pratyush.mehta7@gmail.com

AJIL MUHAMMED
2013 – 2017
Hobby : Football, Photography, Listening to Music

Ambition : Entrepreneur, Photographer

Achievements : U-19 Football Team, Side Drum, TCL Grade 1 – Drum kit, Press Team (GSMUN)

Address : ‘Nirvana’, P.O. Vallikunnu, Kadalundinagaram, Malappuram, Kerala

E-mail                : ajilmuhammed4@gmail.com

 

NEEHA TABESSUM
2013 – 2017
Hobby : Painting (Abstract), Travellling, Listening to Music

Ambition : Interior Designer

Achievements : 2nd in Cross Country, Athletics, 2nd place in Dance

Address : D-702, Eisha Bella Vista, Housing Society, Kondhwa (BD.) - 411 048, Pune, Maharashtra 

E-mail : sumaiyya.neeha1999@gmail.com
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M HARI PRASATH
2013 – 2017
Hobby : Playing Video Games, Playing Tennis, Watching Movies, Listening to Music

Ambition : Game Designer and Director

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, Grade 2 TCL, Interschool Tennis Player, DELF A2 

Address : 11, South Car Street, Tirunelvelli Town, Tirunelveli – 627 006

E-mail : hariprasath_100@hotmail.com

SANJAY MANNANGI
2013 - 2017
Hobby : Football, Playing Guitar, Listening to Music, Badminton

Ambition : CEO of Tesla Motors and Space X, Entrepreneur, Billionaire and Engineer

Achievements : 2nd place in 4x100 mts relay for the house, TCL Grade 1

Address : Al Hilal, Royal Garden Compound, Villa – 11, Doha, Qatar

E-mail : sanjay629@outlook.com

ABHYUDAY SUREKA
2013 – 2017
Hobby : Scuba Diving, Playing Squash, Reading and discussing current affairs

Ambition : Undecided

Achievements : PADI Certified Rescue Diver, Received scholarships, Attended DIAMUN 2016 & was 

part of Interschool swimming team

Address             : 23, Gurusady Road, Astral 14 AB, Kolkata – 700 015

E-mail                : adisureka@hotmail.com

VALLIAMMAI KARUPPIAH
2013 – 2017
Hobby : Listening to Music, Running, Reading, Playing Football

Ambition : Cyber forensic Specialist

Achievements : Co-Head of SOLHUM, 3rd - Debate, 3rd - Cross Country race 

Address : 35, Ludlow Road, Yardley Pennsylvania – 19067, USA

E-mail : vkpeace@gmail.com

AHAN BIMALBHAI AMIN
2013 – 2017
Hobby : Travelling, Listening to Music, Watching Movies

Ambition : Investment Banker (J.P.Morgan)

Achievements : Best Badminton Player, Best Pistol Shooter, Best Squash Player

Address : U 38 Someshwara Bungalows, Near GULAB, Thaltej, Ahmedabad

E-mail : ahanamin@gmail.com 
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ESHWAR VANKADARI
2013 – 2017
Hobby : Playing Basketball, TT, Tennis, Reading

Ambition : Mechanical Engineer combined with Entrepreneurship (Innovate something unique)

Achievements : IAYP – Gold, Basketball Best Defender, TT Best Player, School Vice Captain, 

    GSMUN 2016 – President of the General Assembly

Address             : No. 616, Sobha Opal, 39th Cross, 18th Main, 4th ‘T’ Block Jayanagar, Bangalore – 560 041

E-mail                : esh.9399@gmail.com

BHAVESH JOSHI
2013 – 2017
Hobby : Acting, Singing, Watching Movies, Listening to Music, Writing

Ambition : Filmmaker, Writer

Achievements : School Captain, IAYP – Gold, Secretary General GSMUN 2016, First in Interhouse 

Debate, First in District Debate, Actor, TCL Vocal Grade 3 Distinction, First I in Quiz, 

Directed Play for Inter house MS Dramatics. 

Address : 1 James Road, Glen Waverley, Melbourne, VIC 3150, Australia

E-mail : bhaveshjoshi261098@gmail.com

ANUSHREE SAIKIA
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Writing Poems, Singing, Dancing

Ambition : To be a Philanthropist

Achievements : Co-curricular Captain, Right Stuff Award (NASA), Deputy President of Security Council

Address : A.T.Road, Tinsukia, Assam

E-mail : asaikia64@gmail.com

SUDEEP MOHAN SINGH
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Playing Cricket, Acting, Singing, Playing Violin

Ambition : Actor / Producer

Achievements : Dramatics, Cricket, Navragaas, TCL Grade 1, MUN, 3rd Place in Elocution

Address : South City, Tower 2, 1 G, 375 Prince Anwar Shah Road, Kolkata

E-mail : beautifulwithin315@gmail.com

YASHMANTH CHINTAMANENI
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Reading Books, Foodie, Playing Tennis

Ambition : Economist

Achievements : Most Promising Player in Tennis, Dramatics, TCL Grade 1 Merit

Address : Srinidhi Enclave, Flat 202, Door No. 55-43-2/6, Seethammadhara, Doctor’s Colony,   

                               Visakhapatnam – 530 013

E-mail : yahsmanth.ch@gmail.com
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HAVISH YARLAGADDA
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Dancing, Volleyball, Tavelling, Foodie, Music

Ambition : Entrepreneur & Movie Producer

Achievements : IAYP – Gold, Summer House Prefect, 1st in Discus (Interschool), Dramatics 1st, 

Managing  Events, Head of Admin (GSMUN 2016) 

Address             : Lodha Belleza, 2A-31, Kukatpally, Hyderabad

E-mail                : y.havish@yahoo.com

KUNTA ADHRITH REDDY
2015 – 2017
Hobby : DJ-ing, Playing Sports, Listening to Music

Ambition : Entrepreneur

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, Pro DJ Certificate, TCL Grade 1 Theory, 1st Dramatics, 1st in Youth 

National tournament (Cricket)

Address             : Lodha Belleza, Beverly Hills, Flat 2B-31, Kukatpally, Hyderabad

E-mail                : adhrithreddy@gmail.com

VIPUL CHOWDARY KANAGALA
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Watching Movies, Listening to Music

Ambition : Successful Businessman

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, GSMUN Best Delegate of UNHCR, Documentary

Address : Flat 50706, Pine Block, Indu Fortune Fields, Near Hitech City Railway Station, 

Kukatpally,  Hyderabad– 500 072

E-mail                : kvipulchowdary@gmail.com

VASAMSETTY GAUTHAM S
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Listening to Music, Driving, Singing, Dancing, Charity, Reading Car and Bike Magazines,  

                                 Playing Cricket, Gym

Ambition : Aeronautical Engineer

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, Dramatics

Address : L.B.Colony, Opp.Shanthi Ashram, M.V.V.Gardens, Vizag – 530 017

E-mail                : gautham.sharavan@gmail.com

RONAK SANJAY HERANI
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Squash, Music, Travelling

Ambition : Business Tycoon, Poker star

Achievements : Squash Inter house 1st, Music (Guitar)

Address : Krishna Heights, 12th Road, Khar (West), Mumbai – 400 052

E-mail : ronakherani17@gmail.com
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ARCHA VARGHESE ALUKKA
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Dancing, Travelling and Craft work

Ambition : Architect

Achievements : Inter house Classical Dance 1st, Inter house Table Tennis 2nd, Cross Country 1st

Address : Aristo Road, Mission Quarters, Thrissur, Kerala

E-mail : rcha505@gmail.com

AAYUSHI CHETAN SATIKUNVAR
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Music, Travelling, Exploring, Cooking 

Ambition : Psychologist

Achievements : IAYP – Silver

Address : Bharat, Near Fire Station, Nirmala Convent Road, Rajkot, Gujarat

E-mail : asatikuver98@gmail.com

NISARG D BALAR
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Sketching, Listening to Music, Video Games, Watching TV

Ambition : Data Analyst, Computer Designer (Graphics)

Achievements : Most Valuable Player Table Tennis and Chess, SCC, TCL Grade 1 Merit, Dramatics

Address : 6 Greenvally Row House, b/h Gangeshwar Temple, Chatrapati Shivaji Marg,Adajan, 

Surat –  395 009

E-mail                : nisargbalar07@gmail.com

SAHITH REDDY PELLAKURU
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Travelling, Cricket

Ambition : Living life with no regrets

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, Best Delegate, chair of Environmental Commission, Best Bowler,  

                               Documentaries, Green Team

Address             : Flat No. F-103, Fortune Enclave, Road No.12, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad – 500 034

E-mail                : sahithred@gmail.com

BPVS PAVAN KUMAR
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Driving, Watching Movies

Ambition : Businessman and Politician

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, TCL Grade 1, Volleyball Interschool

Address : Door No: 40-9-2, Lakshmi Villa, SBI Officers Colony, Acharya Ranga Nagar,

                              Labbipet, Vijayawada – 520 010  

E-mail : pavanbommasevara2000@gmail.com
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AISHWARYA THAROOR
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Tennis, Swimming, Watching Movies, Badminton

Ambition : Doctor

Achievements : TCL Grade 1 – Distinction, Best Supporting Actress (Dramatics), Interhouse and  

                               School High Jump – 2nd place

Address             : Tatvam Villas, Sohna Road, Sec 48, Gurgaon, Haryana

E-mail                : tharooraishwarya@gmail.com

SWETHA KADIYALA
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Craftwork

Ambition : Doctor

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, 1st in Folk Dance, TCL Merit

Address : House No H-4, Door No. 60-11-9, SBI Colony 2, Vijayawada – 520 010

E-mail : swetha.kadiyala777@gmail.com

AMITESH DHANEKULA
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Travelling, Foodie

Ambition : Restaurateur

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, TCL Grade 1 Merit, Water week team

Address : 40-3/1-44 Krishna Nagar,Venkateswarapuram,Vvijayawada – 520 010

E-mail : amit.dhanekula@icloud.com

ASHWIN YARLAGADDA
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Drawing and Painting, Coin Collection and Driving Cars

Ambition : Financial Analyst

Achievements : TCL Grade 1, Dramatics 2nd, Sousaphone Player, Inter house competitions

Address : Door No: 59A-10-10 A, Plot No -30, K.P.Nagar, Vijayawada – 520 008, Andhra Pradesh

E-mail : ashwinyarlagadda5959@yahoo.com

VEDANTH NARAYAN LOHIYA
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Outdoor activities, Horse Riding, Listening to Music and Singing

Ambition : To be the best businessman

Achievements : 

Address : 8-2-686/K/11/11, Banjara Hills, Rd#12, Kuntee Enclave St.1, Hyderabad – 500 034

E-mail : vedanthlohiya@gmail.com
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BHAVIKA MUKESH AGRAWAL
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Drawing, Listening to Music

Ambition : Economist

Achievements : Academic Proficiency Award 1st, Deputy President of ECOFIN

Address : 287 Hari Niketan, Wardhaman Nagar, Nagpur – 440 008 

E-mail : bhavikaqwerty@gmail.com

NIKITA KAKANI
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Travelling, Listening to Rock and Metal, Reading, Writing, Exploring

Ambition : Traveller, Writer or Businesswoman

Achievements : IAYP – Gold, Cross Country - Bronze

Address : 21-B, Ratlawn Kothi, Near Hotel Omni Palace, Indore, Madhya Pradesh

E-mail : nikitakakani1@gmail.com

KABIR SACRANIE
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Boxing, Travelling, Listening to Music (EDM), Football and Table Tennis

Ambition : Successful Businessman / Private Pilot

Achievements : SC Rapporteur, District Table Tennis, Swimming Inter house – 4 Golds and 1 Silver

Address : Post Box 575, Lilongwe, Malawi

E-mail : kabir.sacranie@bmis.mw

YUV ASTHANA
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Playing Football, Travelling, Acting, Cooking

Ambition : M.D. of a leading supply chain firm

Achievements : Proud Math HL student

Address : A-1505, Palash Tower, Prathmesh Complex,, Veera Desai Road, Andheri  

                              West, Mumbai – 400 053

E-mail                : yuvasthana543@gmail.com

JENIL VIJAY SATIKUNVAR
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Dancing, Acting, Martial Arts, Watching Movie

Ambition : To be the best Businessman, Make my surname a brand name - Satikunvar

Achievements : IAYP, Recitation – 1st, Best Actor, Best Dancer in school, 2 medals in swimming, TCL   

                              Theory and Practical

Address             : Kalawad Road, Nirmala Convent Road, 8th Fire Brigade, Jalaram 1 ‘Bharat’, Rajkot – 

360 005

E-mail                : jenilsatikunvar2164@gmail.com 
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SHAMANVI VAKKALANKA
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Listening to Music, Painting, Watching Movies

Ambition : Architect, Automobile Engineer

Achievements : Best Player in Golf, Cross Country, Swimming

Address : 6-63-13/2, Sramika Nagar, Old Gajuwaka, Vizag – 26, Andhra Pradesh

E-mail : shaamanvi2000@gmail.com

SANCHANA JANIGE SUBRAYA
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Reading, Running, Travelling, Cooking

Ambition : Psychologist

Achievements : 1st Place in Elocution, Most Valuable Player – Table Tennis

Address : Divya Palace, 205, Bendoor, Mangalore

E-mail : sanchana2605@gmail.com

YASHITA JADON
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Dancing, Reading, Listening to Music, Singing

Ambition : Writer/ Business Tycoon / Dancer

Achievements : Elocution, Dance and Swimming

Address : E-7/M-700 Arera Colony, Bhopal – 462 016

E-mail : yashi0987@gmail.com

DHRUVI VIJAY DESAI
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Dancing, Listening to Music, Reading, Painting, Drawing

Ambition : Doctor

Achievements : Dance and Swimming

Address : 15/A Sardar Nagar Society,Ttithl Road, Valsad – 396 001

E-mail : vinee5599@gmail.com

MANHEET KAUR SACHDEV
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Swimming, Calligraphy

Ambition : Business Law

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, World Water Day

Address : Techno Gears Industries, Post Box 2969, Postal Code III, Seeb, Muscat

E-mail : manheetsachdev23@gmail.com
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VEDANT SARAFF
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Horse Riding, Computer etc.,

Ambition : Engineer

Achievements : TCL Piano Distinction (Initial Grade), TCL Theory (Grade 2  -Merit), 2nd in Horse Riding   

                               (Jumping), Active member of GSMUN IT Team 

Address : Arun Sadan, By Pass Road, P.O. -  Jhumritelaiya, Dist - Koderma – 825 409, Jharkhand

E-mail                : vedant.saraff@gmail.com

MARIAM SAM KUNNIPARAMPIL
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Singing, Acting, Reading, Listening to Music

Ambition : Robotics Engineer

Achievements : Vice Head Girl

Address : 301, 612 Elevate, Nr.Manebaug Hall, Ahmedabad, Gujarat – 380 015

E-mail : mariakunniparampil1999@gmail.com

SURAJ BHAVESH VAGHASIA
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Football, Music

Ambition : To make History

Achievements : IT’s on long list

Address : 25, Pushpak Hills, Opp. Prahlad Nagar Gardens, 100 Ft Road, Ahmedabad – 380 015

E-mail : surajpatel1028@gmail.com

MOOTHA VAISHNAVI DHRITI
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Reading, Dancing, Swimming, Solving Rubric Cubes

Ambition : Lawyer

Achievements : Best Dancer Award, Deputy Secretary General - MUN

Address : 98-9-52 B, Road No.1, Vidyuth Nagar, Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh

E-mail : dhritimootha@yahoo.co.in

DHANISH MANGHNANI
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Cricket, Music

Ambition : Philanthropist, CEO of Disney

Achievements : TCL Grade 1, Cricket School team, MUN

Address : Flat No: 203, H.No: 8-2-293, Hallmark Hill View Apartment, Plot No: 66 & 68, Jubile  

                              Hills, Hyderabad – 500 033

E-mail                : mmanghanani203@gmail.com
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MOHAMMETH HIBNU HISHATH
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Designing Games, Programming, Watching TV

Ambition : Game Designer, Product Designer

Achievements : Co-Head of IT

Address : 2/2253-7, Seventh Main Road, Gomathipuram, Madurai – 625 020

E-mail : hibnuhishathl@gmail.com

DEEPTHI DHINESH
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Reading

Ambition : Psychologist

Achievements : Classical Dance 1st, TCL Distinction

Address : #303-11-523. Clementry Ave 4, Singapore (120303)

E-mail : deepthidhinesh@yahoo.com

RHEA PRASHANT BHANDARI
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Swimming, Painting, Travelling, Dancing

Ambition : Criminal Psychologist

Achievements : Championship in Swimming, Folk Dance 1st 

Address : B-701, Waterfront, Kalyani Nagar, Pune – 411 006

E-mail : rheabhandari@gmail.com

GAURAV JINDAL
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Guitar, Music, Driving, Adventure Sports

Ambition : Being a Business Tycoon, One of the best in the world, Own my own MNC’s

Achievements : IAYP – Silver, TCL Grades 1 & 2, DELF A1, A2 

Address : H.No.5, Ballabh Kunj, Jamna Lal Bajaj Marg, C-Scheme, Jaipur – 300 001 

E-mail : jindalgaurav.2312@gmail.com 

TUSHARA SAMARAJYAM
2015 – 2017
Hobby : Travelling, Reading, Writing Poems

Ambition : Anything to do with Economics and Business

Achievements : Environmental Captain, Karate Black Belt, Football Nationals, Best Player Award

Address : 2604, Al Waleed Paradise, Cluster R, JLT, Dubai

E-mail : stushara@gmail.com
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GOOD SHEPHERD FINISHING SCHOOL

The Faculty - GSFS

6 weeks’ batch of Girls



THE SHEPHERDIAN  | 189

3 months’ batch of Girls

9 months’ batch of Girls
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Electricians, Gardeners, Kennel Assistant & Cleaners - GSFS

“Walking with a friend in the dark is better than walking alone in the light.” - Helen Keller 

“Friendship... is not something you learn in school. But if you haven't learned the meaning of friendship, 
you really haven't learned anything.”

- Muhammad Ali

“I hated every minute of training, but I said, 'Don't quit. Suffer now and live the rest of your life as a 
champion.’ ”

- Muhammad Ali 

“He who is not courageous enough to take risks will accomplish nothing in life.”
- Muhammad Ali 
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“As we go on
We remember

All the times we
Had together.

And as our lives change,
Come whatever,
We will still be

Friends Forever.”

GOOD SHEPHERD FINISHING SCHOOL

Graduation Ceremony of the 9 Months’ Batch of Students  

As Elegant, Excellent and Emancipated ladies…they… Pass it on…! 

A key characteristic of the GSFS is its flexibility, as it is not only based on theoretical knowledge and the formal 
education system, but it also combines them with a unique practical, industry-specific and learning-by-doing 
framework that provides students with the skills and capabilities, specifically required by companies. The Finishing 
School framework can be implemented for multiple disciplines, as its abstract concept practically fits into all kinds 
of industries that find a mismatch between current or potential employees’ skills and industry demanded skills. 
However, as far as the global services industry is concerned, its dynamics are so fluctuating and speed is such a 
crucial factor that these schools have become particularly important as part of the human capital development 
strategy of any country.

The 9 Months’ Batch of GSFS Girls

Rear Admiral Dr Nirmala Kannan VSM, NSM, lighting the 
Ceremonial Lamp

The Graduating Girls
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On 29 April 2017, the 9 Months’ Batch students of the year 2016 - 2017 graduated with plaudits. The journey of 
transformation from a girl to an elegant lady was effectively extended by the batch.

The Chief Guest, Rear Admiral Dr Nirmala Kannan VSM, NSM, was astounded at the transformation of the students 
during the 9 Months’ period time and wished them the best in their lives. She opined that the 5 Certifications 
(Business English Certificate from Cambridge University, DELFA1 from Government of France, Diploma in Fashion 
Design from NIFT, Theory of Music from Trinity College of London and the Indian Award for Young People) earned 
by the students during the 9 Months’ Programme will add on to their profile and sense of self. She graced the 
occasion and presented the Special Awards and Graduation Certificates to the students.

The Principal of GSFS, Mrs Elsamma Thomas welcomed the gathering and the Dean, Mrs Neetha Nataraj, conveyed 
the expression of gratitude. Ms Shivani D, Ms Ashima Chopra and Ms Shreyaa Nevatia delivered the valedictory 
speeches. The Graduation prayer was led by Ms Surbhi Jain and the Graduation oath by Ms Subathra Devi S. The 
ceremonial lighting of the lamp and the singing of the Graduation song with the lighted candle, signified the 
grandeur that the School confers on the students. This marked the end of the 9 Months’ journey of the Batch at 
Good Shepherd Finishing School.   

They sang when they believed that …“it only takes a spark to get a fire going.
That’s how it’s with God’s love, once you’ve achieved it, the Lord of love has come to me, I want to pass it on…!!”

The winners of the different Titles:

Best Attitude : Ms Shreyaa Nevatia 

Miss Go-getter : Ms Sneha Rampuria and Ms Chipra Singh

Best Performer : Ms Rajeshwari Kejriwal

Miss Confident : Ms Anu Priyanka D

Miss Talent : Ms Nisha R Patel

Miss Consistent : Ms Tanishka Nahar

Miss Dynamic : Ms Ashima Chopra

Most Transformed Lady : Ms Kanishka Vaidya

Best Golfer : Ms Subathra Devi S

Best Swimmer : Ms Kanishka Vaidya

Best Squash Player : Ms Archana

Best Lawn Tennis Player : Ms Maria Dominic

Best Basketball Player : Ms Subathra Devi S

Best Billiards Player : Ms Anu Priyanka

Best Badminton Player : Ms Maria Dominic

Best Table Tennis Player : Ms Anu Priyanka

Bridal Winner : Ms Anshika Manere

Fashion Show Winner : Ms Rajeshwari Kejriwal

The Best House for the year 2016 - 2017 is Elegance.

The Fashion Show: “Spot Vogue”

“Spot Vogue”, the Fashion Show of the 9 Months’ batch of students for the Year 2016 – 2017 was held in the 
auditorium of the Good Shepherd International School on 28 April 2017. “ Spot Vogue ” depicts the blend of Style 
and Trend in the Shades of the year 2016.
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“Spot Vogue” portrayed the sense of timeless style of the 9 Months’ batch that was presented in 4 laps.

Lap 1 – Hat in the Ring, the Message Round - the message was Indian Politics and Fashion

Lap 2 – Rose Quartz Denim, the Denim and Rose Quartz Round

Lap 3 – Intaglio, the Print Round

Lap 4 – Coppice, Structural Design, Theme – Forest
In this lap, the representatives of the three Houses of the 9 Months’ batch presented outfits designed in Fabric 
cladded with soil which was an amalgamation of creativity and practicality.                                                                                        

The Title Winners: 

Miss Spot Vogue : Ms Rajeshwari Kejriwal

Miss Hat in the Ring : Ms Jayasri M S S 

Miss Rose Quartz Denim : Ms V Suvetha Sri

Miss Intaglio : Ms Anjali Sidana

Miss Coppice : Ms Kanishka Vaidya 

Miss Show Stopper : Ms Surbhi Jain

Miss Saree : Ms Subathra Devi S

Miss Frock : Ms Puja Bansal

Miss Jump Suit : Ms Suchi Agrawal

Miss Tunic : Ms Surbhi Jain

Miss Leopard : Ms Shivani D

Miss Stripes : Ms Kanishka Vaidya

Miss Check : Ms Rajeshwari Kejriwal

Miss Bold Floral : Ms Surbhi Jain

Well done!

The Fashion Show in progress The Title Winners
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SNAPSHOTS OF THE CLASSES
(2016 - 2017)

PRIMARY SCHOOL

I

II 
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III – A

III – B
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IV – A

IV – B
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IV – C

V – A
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V – B 

V – C
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VI – A

VI – B
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VI – C

VI – D
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VI – E

VII – A

MIDDLE SCHOOL
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VII – B

FM I – A
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FM I – B

FM I – C
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FM I – D

VIII – A
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VIII – B

FM II – A
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FM II – B

FM II – C
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FM II – D

FM II – E
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HIGH SCHOOL

FM II – F

ICSE IX – A
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ICSE IX – B

IGCSE FM III – A
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IGCSE  FM III – B

IGCSE  FM III – C
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IGCSE  FM III – D

IGCSE  FM III – E
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ICSE  X – A

ICSE  X – B
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IGCSE  FM IV – A

IGCSE  FM IV – B
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IGCSE  FM IV – C

IGCSE  FM IV – D
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HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL

IGCSE FM IV-E

ISC XI – A
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ISC XI-B

IB  XI – A
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IB  XI – B

IB  XI – C
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ISC  XII - A

ISC  XII - B
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IB  XII – A

IB  XII – B
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IB  XII – C

IB  XII - D
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The Old Shepherdians at GSIS

The Old Shepherdians in the Palada Campus Ceremonial Procession of the ICSE batch of 1992

Back 2 Roots 2017
“Memories are the treasures that we keep locked deep within the storehouse of our souls, to keep our hearts warm 
when we are lonely.” 

- Becky Aligada

Forty-three Old Shepherdians attended the Annual Alumni Reunion - Back 2 Roots that was organized at GSIS 
on 21, 22 & 23 April 2017. Old Shepherdians ranging across various batches, from various parts of the country 
and outside the country came together to their alma mater, GSIS, some of them with their family members. They 
had great anticipation to reunite and reminisce, meeting their old friends and take a walk down the corridors of 
nostalgia. They met each other. They soon realized how much things had changed, and yet everything still felt 
comfortingly familiar. It was a very happy meeting mixing with friends and catching up with memories.

The school had organised a get-together and a Graduation Ceremony for students from the Grade 10 ICSE classes 
of 1992 who were celebrating twenty-five years since passing out from the school. The event attracted a good 
turn-out again this year. The 1992 batch of students in their gowns and caps attended a Special Assembly and 
Graduation Ceremony in the auditorium. A minute of silence was observed in memory of three students of 1992 
ICSE batch who had passed away under tragic circumstances. Three Old Shepherdians delivered their insightful 
speeches into their days at the school and their successful career. The slide show rekindled many events of their 
journey through school and took them back in time, inspiring many great memories and recollecting those good 
times. 

The Old Shepherdians participated in several rounds of Antakshari and Quiz representing their former houses. 
After lunch, more old friendships were renewed. The Old Shepherdians had a sparkling drinks reception and a 
relatively informal reunion dinner at Hotel Taj Savoy on 22 April. Mr Ivan Enos, their old music teacher at GSIS, 
entertained all of them with his western music.  
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Lighting of the Graduation Lamp An Old Shepherdian addressing the gathering 

Presentation of the Graduation certificates Mrs P Solomons, retired English Teacher, attending the 
ceremony

Old Shepherdians playing cricket Mr Ivan Enos singing and playing the guitar at Hotel Taj 
Savoy 

A tour of the Palada Campus and Fernhill Campus brought back many old memories. They planted saplings in the 
Fernhill Campus. The money drawn from the alumni fund help our bright students to pursue their future academic 
endeavours. 

We thank all the Old Shepherdians who had participated in this year’s reunion. Their participation has enriched 
the event and revived the joy of the reunion. It was three great days and a wonderful celebration. Some of the 
Old Shepherdians have travelled far from their home specifically to attend the alumni reunion. Thanks to all who 
shared their stories in person and writing. We look forward to a greater reunion next year.
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